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TO THE 


THIRD EDITION. 


Y Bookſeller having ſolicited me to re- pub- 
liſh this little Treatiſe, I have corrected the 


Pen errors of the laſt edition, and en- 


| larged ſome paſſages of the work irſelf. 
Tur attempt of a late Biſhop of nns to p. 


pagate Ariani/m in the Church of Treland, induced N 


me to keep the doctrine of the Trinity in my 
thoughts for ſome years; and J had a particular 


attention to it as often as the Scriptures, either of 


the Old or New Teſtament, were before me, This 
little book was the fruit of my ſtudy; of which T 
have ſeen ſome good effects already, and 8 not . 


to deſpair of ſeeing more befors I die. 


Marr other Ace have occurred to me 
ſince the firſt publication, which I ſhould willingly 
have added, But ſome readers might have been 
ee if 1 had preſented t them vie” a book 
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of too large a fre: and the merits of the cauſe lie 
in a 2 —̃̃ ——— | 


Tur re-publication of this work, though W 8 
accidental, is not unſeaſonable at this time, when 
we are taught from the -preſs*, (and the author 


ſeems to be very much in earneſt) that the only 
 fure way of reducing Chriſtianity to its primitive 


purity, is to aboliſh. all Creeds and Articles. But 


the great rock of offence with this writer, is the 
Trinity; to get rid of which, he would at once 


diſſolve our whole ecclefiaſtical conffirition, and 


form of WIND 


Trars wild matt; furniſhes. a melancholy. c con- 


firmation of the cenſure paſſed upon us by ſome : 
learned Proteftants abroad, who have reflected upon 


England as a country productive of literary mon- 


ſters T; where ſome old hereſy is frequently riſing 


up, as old comets have been ſuppoſed to do, with 


new and portentous appearances. And the reader 
whoſe fight can penetrate through the vehement 


accuſations of popery, bigotry, perfecution, impoſi 


tion, and other fiery vapours with which this author 


hath ſurrounded his performance, will diſcover 
little, if any s more than n. at the 
centre. | 


Tur uz is * only rule that can able 
us to judge whether that or the Catholic doctrine 


of the en is more agrecable to truth: There- 


« 


1 In, ry new work, intitled The Confelionl. x 
IS Tos. Pref, i in Pleudo Critic : ifm. f : 


2 3 R 7 5. . Ta * 
fore [ 8 myſelf to this unexce 


have made the Scripture its own interpreter; But 
our adverſaries, though they allow the ſufficiency 


of the Scripture, and, unjuſtly pretend to, diſtin- 
guiſh themſel ves from us by inſiſting upon it, do 


> # w* 


nevertheleſs make ſuch. frequent uſe, of a. lower, 


ſort of evidence to bias common readers, and thew. 


the expediency of what they are Pleaſed. ro4call. 


Reformation; that 1 have. thought proper to exhibit 


a ſpecimen of their method of proceeding, in, that, 


reſpect, by adding to this edition A; Letter 10 the. 
Cammon People, in anſwer to ſome popular Arguments 
againſt the Trinit 55 Theſe arguments are extracted 
chiefly from a ſmall- book, intitled, An Appeal to 
the, Common Senſe of all Chriſtian” People; a thing 
very highly commended by the author of the Con- 
5 onal * 1 But in this author” 8 N W 
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* 40 which bool, 99 bye — 66 has 3 FRY two „ 


tions without any ſort of reply that I have heard of. This ö 


looks as if able writers were not willing to meddle with the 
ſubject, or that auiiling writers were not able to manage 164 p.320. 
The Rev. Mr. Landon publiſhed an anſwer to this book in 
1764, printed for Whifton and White ; and he has mention 4 
another bimſelf ! in a note. But had the caſe really heen © as 

bath reported in his text, it will by no means follow, that”: 4 
book is therefore unanſwerable, .becauſe it hath received no 


anſwer. If this be good logic, I could preſent. him with a ö \ 


queen or two, which he would not very. well like. 
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'S far as the Sci "itſelf ith! been thought 5 
to furniſh any objections to the received doctrine, 
I judged it the fairer and the ſurer way to anſwer” 
them as they were offered by Dr. Clarke himſelf," f 
and have therefore no apology to make for neglect- , 


ing ſome of his diſciples, who have not made any 
improvement on his arguments, ag J do not find 
that this gentleman hath : the ſecond edition of 


| whoſe Appeal was publiſhed in 1754, ſince" which 


there have been two editions of the Catholic Doc 


in þ 


F 


By all the VP MEAT TIS 61 have been able to 88 


the greater number of thoſe who diſbelieve the 


Trinity upon principle, (for many do it implicitly, 
and are credulous in their unbelief) do not pro- 


feſs to take their notions of God-from the Bible, 0 
but affect to diſtinguiſh themſelves from the com- 


mon herd, by drawing them from the fountains of 


Reaſon and Philoſophy. We cannot be perſuaded. 
that the Trinity is denied by reaſoners of this com- | 
plexion, becauſe the Scripture hath zo revealed it: 


but de rather ſuſpect that ſome philoſophers diſſent 
from this point of Chriſtian doctrine, becauſe they 
are not humble enough to take the Seripture as a 


reſt of their religious opinions. In which cafe the 


whole labour of collecting of texts, and framing of” 
comments, and jog for various han is an 


9 »; © 


A. ©, — D 


ley” Tan- is pi 15 der rs 

Scripture to ie ddr het they would Be | 
more jealous of receiving if they knew it to have . 
been originally borrowed from an other quarter; 
He that would deceive. a Chriſtian, cati feldom do 


his work effectually without a Bible; in his hand: 


a a conſideration which may help us to a fight of the 
conſequences, if perſons were permitted to teach 
in our churches without any previous enquiry con- 
cerning their religious ſentiments, and ſo allowed 


to take the ſame liberty, either through miſtake or 


ill deſign, as was taken by the arch-deceiver in the 
wilderneſs *, who never meant to uſe the _ 
ture for cdification, but only for deſtruction ;. 

to apply it as an inſtrument of good, but to = 


it, as far as he was able, into an inſtrument of evil. 
| The Bible was given us for the preſervation of the 

kingdom of Chriſt upon earth; as the Book of | 
Stands in this kingdom 1 is intended to ſecure the ; 
authority of the government, together with the 
life, peace, and property, of every individual: and 


we want no prophet to foreſhew us the conſe- 


quences, if all the malecontents in the nation were 


allowed to be public interpreters of the laws, 


Tarsz conſiderations 1 leave the zudi hgh wy 


Fd 


apply as they find occaſion, I uſe them chiefly as 
hints, for the benefit both of ſuch as may be in : 


danger of wreſting the Scriptures to their own 


n and of ſuch rann as thoſe l- 
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T HE clot ificn ! is s belt Known Au ange 
F % by the God, propoſed i in it, 48 the object of our faith 
and obedience: 2 5 and as there is no true religion, but the reli- 
gion of, Chriſtians, o is there no true ( God but the God 
of, Chriſtians, | Obes 7 8 

Before the « coming of Gi, em the ibn of the Law. 
8 was known by 755 name of Febouah, the God of Abra- 
ham, and of Tac, and of Jacob. The Iſcaeliles, who were 


_ the ſeed of Abraham, and drew their whole religion from a 


divine revelation,” had the knowledge of the true God; and 
the people of every, other nation, who were © aliens from 
„the commonwealth of Ifrael, and ſtrangers from the &-" 
s yenants. of promiſe,” were alſo © without God in the 
Ko world *, ,“ Though they talked much of God, -and wrote 
much of Rig, and offered him many ſacrifices, yet they 
knew bim not: the being they ſerved, was not God, but 
- another in the place of him, falſely called by his name. 
And though ſome modern Chriſtians haye forgot there was 
any difference, yet the very heathens themſelves, upon ſome 
occaſions, were ready enough to allow it. Naaman-the 
Syrian, when he was cured of his leproſy by the prophet 
Elijha,. made a public confeſlic ion of it.—“ Behold, now I 
« know that there 1 Is no God i in all the earth, but in Iſrael ? 
The ſame is affirmed by the inſpired Pſalmiſt “ All the 


— gods of the heathens are idols . he 7 438 himſelf 85 


clares them all to have been vanities *, 4 
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Pont = 25 the Nasr „ 
be eaſe is now with the C ifi unter te Goſpel, us 


Rig it anciently was with the Fews under the Law: they + 160 


in the only true God ; while the unchriſtian part of man- 


kind, who are by far 5 majority, either know him not, or 
wilfully deny him; as Pharaoh did the God of the ee 


when he was told 1 him. And we are now got to ſuch a 
pitch of indevotion and ignorance, that among thoſe who 


profeſs and call themſelves Chri/tians, there are too many 


| 185 are almoſt come to be Heathens without knowing it. 


For there is a faſhionable notion propagated by moſt of our 
moral Writers, and readily ſubſeribed to by thoſe who * 
their prayers but ſeldom, and can never find time to read 
their Bible, that all Who worſhip any God, worſhip the 


ſame God; as if we worthi pped the three' letters of the word - 
God, inſtead of the Being meant and underſtood by it. The 
| Univerſal Prayer of Mr. Alexander Pope was compoſed upon 


1 


this plan ; wherein the Supreme. Being is addrefſed' as a, 


common Father of all, under the names, Jebovab, Fave, and 
Lord. And this humour of confounding things, which 
ought to be diſtinguiſhed at the peril of our. ſouls, and of 
com prehending believers and idolaters under one and the ſame 


religion, is called a catholic ſpirit, that ſhews the very ex- 
altation of Chriſtian charity. But God, it is to he feared, a 
will require an account of it under another name; and though 


the poet could ſee no difference, but has mit bon Fove or 
Jupiter for the ſame Father of all with the Lord Fehpuab.; 
yat the Apoſtle has inſtructed us better; who, when the Prieft 
J Jupiter came to offer ſacrifice, exhorted him very paſſion- 
ally to “ turn from thoſe vanities unto the living God *;** 
will knowing that he whom the Prieft adored under the” 
name of Jupiter, was not the living God, but a creature, 
nothing, a vanity, Let the catholic ſpirit of a moraliſt can 
di ſcern no difference; and while it pretends ſome zeal for a. 
ſort of univerſal religion, common to bejievers and infidels, 
be trays a fad indifference for the Chriſtian religion i in par- 
ticular. This error is ſo monſtrous in a land enlightened by 
pe — * and yet ſo very common amongſt us at preſent, 
1 As xiv, 15. 


* — 


that 


ALES 
2 # 22 + i 
i 
DE EN 
pod 


With Badl and Fuptter. a 


this great characteriſtic be denied, or any other aſſumed i in 


whole univerſe of beings. 


: manifeſt in the fleſh, are as 


* * 
** by »y 
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il T may be pardoned for eli of 1 in hs ann ner 
deſerves. And let me beſeech every ſerious perſon, . 


willing to have his prayers heard, to conſider this matter 2 


little better, and uſe a more correct form; for God, who is in 


jealous of his honour, and has no communion: with idols,” 
will certainly, reject the petition t that ſets him bach a level j 


was ® in Ca oel MET" ROI 


DEM. 


The true Cod is He that v 
« world to himſelf ;” there is none other but He; and i 


may : 


its ſtead; a man is left without God; after which, he 


$ LESS 


call bimfelf a Det, if he will z but his Coos toe e 
of the imagination, and has no carr LIE . 
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ng their Gary to feen 
God, as their forefathers were, when they danced before 
the golden calf, and called their idolatrous ſervice < a feaſt 
1 to the Lord.” For the Being of God is not an obje& of 
ſight, but of faith; it enters firſt into the heart; and if it 
be wrong there, the ff commandment is broken : if a. 
figure of it be ſet up before the eyes, then the N 


The modern Jeu, by 


broken likewiſe. The firſt forbids us to hte any other 


God; the ſecond, to make any grayen image of him. Now 


4 though we make no image, yet if with the heart we believe 


in any God different from the true, the idolatry indeed may 


be leſs, but the apoſtacy i is the * And this ſeems to be 


the cafe of the Few. 

The Mahometans are another ſer of infidels, who aber. 
Aal, but have in expreſs terms denied the Son of God, and 
ſet up an idol of the imaginatioh, a God in one Perſon. 


They inveigh bitterly againſt the Chriftian} for worſhipping 


three Gods ; for ſo they ſtate the doQrine of a Lg nad q 

Unity, as ſome others have done beſide them. | 
In anſwer to all theſe abominations of the Dei, the Jew, | 

and the Mahometan, and to ſhew that no unbeliever of any 


Ppomination can þe g fr of the G it is written 


. who- 


"p 28 To n 
1 See, denieth the. Son, the ſame hath not . of 

4 Father and again. whoſoever tranſgrefſeth and. 
4 abicdeth u not in the Joctrine of Chrift, hath not GOD 3. 0 

And let the Sheinlant, who have not only vindicated the re- 

: ligion of "Mahomet, - but preferred it to the Chriſtianity of . 
the church of England, which. with them is & no better nor : 5 
other than a fort of Paganiſm and Heatheniſm.*, .,” let them con⸗ 
ſider v what a ſhare they have i in this condenjngtion, OT 

| "Art to bring this matter x home to the Arians; it is to he,” : 

| 1 that every article of, the Chriſtian faith depends 
upon "he doctrine of a Trinity i in Unity. If that be given 
up, the other doctrines of. our religion muſt. go. with i it, and | 
ſo it has. been in fact, that the authors who have written 
againſt the Prinity, EE alſo diſputed away ſome other 
eſſential parts of . Chriſtianit ity; e he, goctrines of | 
the, att faction and of original Sine 5 | 
he whole Bible treats of little elſe bur 0 our creation, re- 
demption, Santiification, reſurrefion, and glorification, by the 
power of Chrift and the Holy Spirit : and the reader will find 
hereafter, that there is neither name, act, nor attribute of. - 
the Godhead, that is not ſhared in common by all the per- 
ſons of the Trinity. If, therefore, the perſons of Crit 
and the Spirit = are not Cad in the Unity of the Father, then 
the prayers and praiſes we offer to them, as the authors of 
every bleſſing, will not be directed to the ſupreme Lord and 

God, beſide whom no other is to be worſhipped, but to his 

creatures and inſtruments: : which overthrows the ſenſe of - 
i our whole religion ; and drives us upon a ſort of ſecond-rate 
Faith and worſhip, . which, beſide the blaſphemy of it, can 

be nothing but confuſion and contradiction. It is no wonder 
6 then, that the Arians and 2 with their ſeveral under 
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See Leſlie 8 Theological Works, Ful. val I. p. 218, wh the * 
may find a great deal more to the'ſame purpoſe ; 3 and particularly an Epiſtle 
— - of the Secinians, to the Morocco Embaſſador, in the time of Charles II. a great 

R 74 euriofity, wherein their whole ſcheme is laid open to the bottom by themfelogs. 
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| aſia Erol the divine Unity, whi le they 
only men who afſert it, have never yet been able to agree in 
the forms of religious worſhip. Some of them allowing 
that Chriſt is to receive divine worſhip, but always witlt this 
reſerve, that the prayer tend ultimately to the perſon of Ihe 
Father. So that Chrift is to be worſhipped, only he is not 
to be worſhipped : and if you ſhould venture, when: you are 

at the point of death, to ſay with $t. Siephen Lord Jefus, 
<c receive my ſpirit and confeſs the perſon of Jeſur to 
be © the God of the Spirits of all fleſh,” by cominitting 
your own ſpirit into his hands; you are bs take care not to 
die without throwing i in ſome qualifying comment, to aſſure 
him you do it only in hypoeriſy, not meaning him but 
another. Others, again, knowing this diſtinction to be vain 
and indefenſible, and the ſame for ſubſtance with the Latria 
and Dulia, by which the church of Rome excuſes her adora- 
tion of the bleſſed Virgin, &c. have fairly got rid of it, by 
denying to the perſon of Chriſt any divine worſhip or invo- 
cation at all; which is the caſe with our Socinian' Uniitarians 
here in England for thoſe of Poland are oy of; ' another 

mind. * 6, 

How far ſuch Miſs as theſe muſt nende u ü a 
Liturgy, it is very eaſy to foreſee: and that it will for ever 
be as impoſſible .to frame a Creed or a Service to pleaſe all 
thoſe who bear the name of Chriſtians, as to make a coit 
that ſhall fit men of all ſizes . Prayer and divine worſhip 
and religious confeſſton, are the fruit and breath of faith; and 
1 out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth ſpeaketh *: 
fo that until we are "gel. in matters of Arp there i is 


1 AQts vil. TY 2 Numb. xvi. 22, Matt. xii. 34% 0 
* Hales of Eton, in his ſarcaſtic and malicious Trac upon Seb iſm, propoſes 
it as a grand expedient for the advancing of Unity, that we ſhould & confider 
« all the Liturgies, that are and ever have been; and remove from them 
« wen! is ſcandalous to any party, and leave nothing but what all agree 
„en.“ He ſhould have cloſed this ſentence a little ſooner ;, and adviſed us 
fairly and honeſtly to leave nothing 3 ; for that will certainly be the event, when 
the objections of all parties are ſuffered to prevail; there being no dne page 
of the Liturgy, wherein alf who pretend WI God a8 enn 
agreed, 
10 neither 


„ 
an — * N „ 
neither hope nor poſſibility of our agreeing in any we 
worſhip. God is the fountain-head, and religion the fream 
mat deſcends from it. Our ſentiments as to religion, always 
flow from the opinion we have formed of the divine nature; 
and will be right or wrong, ſweet or bitter, as the nd 
Mi from whence they are derived. It 1s the having a different 
God, that makes a different religion. A true God produces 
a true religion; a falſe God, a falſe religion. Fetus, Turks, | 
a Pagans, Deifts, Ariam, Sxcinians, and Chriſtians, all differ 
1 aaa »about a religion, becauſe they differ about a Gd. 
# | | Theſe few obſervations will be ſufficient, I hope, to 
Wt raiſe the attention. of the reader; and perſuade him, that a | 
Witt 4 e were Soren Air then Gems. 
Wh: | would make it; that it is of the laſt concern, and hath a 
| naeceſſary influence upon the practice and holineſs of our 
14 lives; that as no other devotion is acceptable with God, but 
1 1 that which is ſeaſoned with love and charity and uniformity, . 
the very mark and badge whereby his diſciples are to be 
known from the men. of this world, it is the principal duty | 
of every Chriſtian to know in whom he qught to believe, that 
« with one mind and one month we may glorify God: 
1 for a right nation of God will as furely he followed Fi 2 
1 ſſound faith and an uniform profeſſion in all other points; 
14 as a falſe faith and a diſcordant worſhip Al grow from 
1 5 every wrong opinion of him. 
33s All that can be known of the true God, is to be known 
by Revelation. The falſe lights indeed of reaſon and nature 


vr ſet up and recommended, as neceſſary to afliſt and ratify 
the evidence of Revelation.: but enquiries of this kind, a5 
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. | 8 they are now managed, generally end in the degradation of 
| ö | | Sri, and the Chriſtian religion : till it can be ſhewn | 
WH | | therefore that the Scrigture neither does nor can ſhine by a 1 
10 [| light and authority of its own, the evidence we are to reſt in, i 
F 11 | muſt de drawn from thence; and as we all have the. fame p 
1 5 T —i eee 

þ 1 —— — — confidered in the 
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Scri pture, 


- 
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K n 


Saen without & doubt we e ought all to _haye, the . 
N opinion of 
But here it is commonly objetted, that men, will be of 


different opinions; that they have a right to judge for them- 0 
ſelves; and that when the beſt evidence the nature of the N | 
cafe will admit of is collected and laid before them, they | 
muſt determine upon it as it appears to them, and accordi ing 

to the light of their own comſciences : ſo that if they adhere 1 
as cloſely to their errors after they have conſulted the proper 8 


evidence as they did before, we are neither to B 1 

be troubled at it. FM 
This very moderate and e way of thinking, has 

been ſtudiouſly recommended by thoſe, who found it neceſ- | 5 


ſary to the well-being of their own opinions, that not 2 Y 
ſpark of zeal ſhould be left amongſt us, And ſurely it is no 
new thing that the advocates of any particular error, next 
to themſelves and their own faſhion, ſhould naturally incline. 
to thoſe who are ſofteſt and ſtand leaſt in the way. Hence 
it is, that however magiſterial and inſolent they may carry 
themſelves in their own cauſe; they always take care to 
ſeaſon their writings with the praiſes of this frozen indiffe- 
rence ; calling that Chriſtian charity, which is nothing but 
W the abſence of Chriſtianity and any the leaſt appearance of 
WW carneſtneſs for ſome great and valuable truth, which we ate 
unwilling to part with, becauſe we hope to be ſaved by it, 
is brow-beaten, condemned, and caſt out of their moral 
ſyſtem, under the name of heat, want of temper, fire, fury, &c. 
They add moreover, that articles of faith are things merely | 
ſpeculative ; and that it is of little ſignification what a man 
| believes, if he is but hearty and fincere in it: that is, in other 
words, it is a mere trifle whether we feed upon bread * or 
poiſon + ; the one will prove to be as good nouriſhment as 
the othet, provided it be eaten with an appetite. Yet ſome 
well-meaning people are ſo puzzled and deceived by this 
ſophiſtry, that they look upon concord among Chriftians a as 
| a thing impracticable and deſperate ; concluding a point to 


9 See and compare Deut. vill 3. Amos 1. 11. Acts 8. 
- + James ili, 8. 1 Tim. iv. ... e 
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| « darkened *, „ and his affections polluted: upon the face of 
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be TT . it is 4 rſputed ; "and 1 =_ l date | 
looſe indifferent humour of palliating and thinking charitably, , 
as it is called, of every errot in faith 399 praQiice ; ;, as if the 
church of Chrif might . innocent] * be r turned into 4 
e of confuſion. . 13 1 8 
Now that men do maintain, opi nions : angel Then 
Ho one. another, eſpecially on ſubjects wherein it moſt 
concerris them to be agreed, is readily confeſſed: ve are a all 
witneſſes of it: and, allowin chem to be equally informed, 
there are but three poſli ble 2 — from whence this diffe 
rence can ariſe. It muſt be either from God, or from the 
Seripture, or from themſelves. Pram God it cannot be, 
for it is a great evil; it is the triumph of Deiſts and repro- 
| bates, and the beſt handle the enemies of Chriſtianity ever 
found againſt 1 it: and God is not the author of evil. Nor 
can it be from the Scripture: to draw. it thence, is but 
another way of imputing it to God. The Scripture i is his 
word ; and he is anſwerable for the effect of his words whe 
written or reported, as when they are ſuggeſted at firſt rand 
by the voice of his Holy Spirit. It remains therefore, =| 


vol oy 


the only ſource of this evil muſt be the heart of man: an 

that it really is ſo, will be evident from the Scripture, and 
the plaineſt matters of fact. The account we have of this 
affair is, in ſhort, as follows—Ever ſince the fall, the nature 
of man has been blind and corrupt ; his ce underſtanding 


the whole nh there is no man, Jeu or Gentile, that © under- 

cc ſtandeth and ſeeketh after God *;” the natural man, or 
man remaining in that ſtate wherein the fall left him, is ſo 
far from being able to diſcover or know any religious truth, 
chat he hates and flies from it when jt is propoſed to him; 
"\ he te receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God“. ”, Man 
is natural and earthly; the things of God are ſpiritual and 
heavenly ; and theſe are contrary one to the other: there- 
fore, as the © wiſdom, of this world is fooliſhneſs with 
God , fo the wiſdom of f God | is inen with the 


Ti 2 © 


ie. 13. . 3 JOB? & Ibid, hi 15. 
| world. 
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' World. In A word, the fene r man is now 1 of, where » 1 


od does not reſtrain it, is uſed for evil and not for good: 
? his © wiſdom is earthly, ſenſual ®, devllifh *; 1 5 iti is the ſaga» 
City of a brute , animated by the malignity 7 an evil ſpirit, 

_ This being the preſent ſtate of man, the Scripture does 
Wherefore declare it neceſſary, that he ſhould be transformed 


Dr 


— 


1 by the renewing of his mind *,” and reſtored to that 
© found mind , and * light of the underſtanding 3,” that 
I * ſpiritual Rfcettubent * EN wich which the human nature 
1 vas "dined when it came from the hands of God, but to 
Wick i has been dead from the day that evil was brought 
Vi Into the world. And where the grace of God that ſhould 
— 2 = 
Gs pen the eyes, and prepare the heart to receive inſtruction 7 $ 
i i has been obſtinately withſtood and reſiſted ; this blindneſs; 


which at firſt was only natural, becomes judicial; from being 
defect, it is confirmed into a judgment; and men are not 
"= dnly unable to diſcern the truth, but are ſettled and rivetted 

n error: which is the caſe with all thoſe to whom God 
ſends ſtrong deluſion that they ſhould believe a lie, and 
have pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs *. It is then they fit 
= lown in the © ſeat of the ſcornful,” as © fools” that © make 
4 mock at fin ,“ and © deſpiſers of thoſe that are good; 


3 ating and 1 at their fellow- creatures, only heals 
— hey are endued with the fear of God! This is the laſt ſtage 
f 1 bf blindneſs ; and it is referred to in thoſe words of the 
_ = Apoſtle . If our Goſpel be hid, it is hid to them that are 
— _ lot *:” as alſo in that lamentation of our bleſſed Lord 
_ oer the city of Jeruſalem. —* If thou hadſt known, even #7 
. © thou, at leaſt in this thy day, the things that belong to | 
Y « thy peace but now they are hid from thine eyes. 
4 | The abſolute neceſſity of God's grace to /ighten aur dark- 
d meſs, has often been largely and faithfully inſiſted upon by 
1 che writers and mers of the church of England: but — 
th * vx, Natural. | 
IE Si. James til. 15. 2 Jude to. 3 Rom. xi. 2, * 2 Tim. 1.7. 5 Ephs 
1. 18. © x Cor. ii. 14. 7 Prov. xx. 12. and xvi. 1. 2 The. ii. 116 
. 9 Prov. Xiv. 9. 2 Tim. ii. 3. 2 Cor. iv. 3. 3 Luke ix. 42. 
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ines a ſpirit of Deiſm has crept in among us, it has be 


75 the Reeds. IS 


openly lighted and contemned by ſome, and too 221 
neglected by others; which has given an opportunity to 
ſeveral ſorts of enthuſiaſts to make a wrong. uſe of it: ſuch 
as our Duakers, Merbodiſt, and particularly the Reverend 

r. William Law, who, after writing ſo excellently upon. 
the vanity of the world, and the follies of human life, (on. 
which ſubjects he has no ſuperior) has left us nothing to 


depend upon but imagination, and reduced the whole evidence 


of Chriſtianity to fancied impulſes and inſpiration ; ſo as to 


render the Scriptures uſeleſs, and the appointed means of 


grace contemptible. I have obſerved the like to have hap- 
pened in many. other inſtances; that where any eſſential 
point of doctrine has been dropt by the writers of the church, 

or at leaſt not brought out to view ſo often as it ſhould have 
been, it has been taken up by others, (as all ares are ſown 


While the huſbandmen are aſleep) and employed, under ſome 


falſe ſtate of it, to the no ſmall diſadvantage of the church 
and the Chriſtian religion. | 

To illuſtrate this ſubject a little farther, I ſhall make it 
appear by a few plain examples, that where mankind have 
been divided in their opinions with regard to any divine 
truth, it has not been owing to the ambiguity of its terms, 
or the defect of its e but wholly and ſolely to the 
ſtate and temper of the hearers. And thus Chriſt himſelf 
has inſtrufted us in his parable of the fawer ; that where the 


2 good ſeed of the word periſhes, it is to be imputed to the : 


ground and not to the ſeed. How elſe can we account for it, | 
that when St. Paul laid the evidence of the Goſpel before a 
large aſſembly of Jews at R:me, © ſome believed the things 
« which were ſpoken, and ſome believed not *,” though the 


fame things were ſpoken to all? Such in general was the 


ſucceſs of the apoſtolical preaching ; ſome few “e receiving 
ce the word with gladneſs, while others oppoſed themſelves 
and blaſphemed. And though it be ſuppoſed, that words 
are more eaſily miſunderſtood than Facts, and may admit of 
4: greater latitude ; yet here we ſhall find, that the ſame. 
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Wore ſpeculative points of faith, will alſo divide them in the 
aineſt. and moſt ſtriking matters of fact. The reſurrection 
8 Lazarus was a matter of fact, ſeen and atteſted by a com- 


ith many of the Jerut, and moved them to believe an Feſus,. 


pnſulted how © they might put Lazarus alſo to death? 1. When 
E-/us cured the blind, and caſt out devils, ſome rightly con- 
uded—“ Rabbi, thou art a teacher come from God ; for. 
no man can do * miracles that thou doſt, except God: 
be with him *:” yet there were not a few, and they of 
e moſt learned ES knowing too, who concluded far other- 


- "a 
1 


ended on the Apoſtles, and inſpired them with the gift of 
mgues, ſome devout men were amazed and confounded at. 
e miracle; plainly ſeeing the hand of God in it, and 
Aa ing what it meant, what was the end and deſign of it? and. 
Wing informed by St. Peter's diſcourſe, that it was to con- 
m the miſſion of Jeſus of Nazareth, received his word 
Lgladly, and were baptized “; while ethers, to avoid the. 
cluſion, . mocking, ſaid, 4 men are full of new 
vines. Here is a great multitude aſſembled together; 
of them witneſſes to the ſame fact: yet, in their: inians 
W it, they are as far aſunder as erunkennels is from inſpi- 
tion. But in this c . Chriſtian will raiſe a doubt 

dout the real inſpiration df the Apoſtles, or deny the power 

God to have been ſufficiently manifeſted, becauſe ſome 

ere ſo profane and ſenſeleſs as to ridicule it, under the 

ame of drunkenneſs. x 
This ſelf-deceit always operates by the afliſtance of ſome 

ce principle contrary to the Scripture ; which gets poſſeſ- 
Won of the heart by miniſtering to the paſſions. And till 


John xii. 10, 11. 7 John iii. 2. 3 Matt. zii. 24. 4 Adds i. 41. 
Acts v. 13. . 


C 2 ES that 


3 Pirit a has divided mankind in be are 3 the "of 


etent number of witneſſes: but how different was the effect. 
ic upon different perſons! for while it had its free courſe 


only moved the chief Prigſis to hate him the more; and they 


z iſe, that he © caſt out devils by Beelzebub the prince of 
the devils .“ So likewiſe, when the Holy Ghoſt de- 
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that be diſpoſſeſſed, no truth will be ſuffered to enter mal 
can in the leaſt affect or deſtroy it. A man in ſuch circum. | 
ſtances may fee the truth ſtaring him in the face; and the 
elearer he ſees it, the more he will be enraged at it. Hel 
may be convicted, and left without a word to ſay, but what i 
will expoſe the hardneſs and perplexity of his heart; but | 
till it be emptied of its evil treaſure, and he becomes as a 
little child that has nothing of ite own to oppoſe to the reve- 
lation of God, he cannot be converted'; but will either ſhut 
| His eyes, and deny the evidence that is offered to him, or 
pretend it is a nice point, very difficult to be underſtood; and 
ſo give a perverſe turn to, it, though it be ever ſo NY and 
intelligible. 

Till the diſciples of Chrift reſigned themſelves up to be 
Jed into all truth by the teaching of the Holy Spirit, 0 


were in the ſtate of mind I am now deſcribing ; dull of 


hearing, and dbubtful, and flow of heart. They were often 
warned of it, particularly in the following words :—* I have iſ 


yet many things to ſay unto you, but ye cannot bear chem i 
4 now 


Sa 


And as the divine wiſdom made choice of ſuch 
men for the good of thoſe who thould come after, ſo-theſe if 
things are written of them for our admonition. Fhey had 
hid it down as a firſt principle, that their maſter's kingdom 
was to be F this world: and formed all their reaſonings ant 
expectations accordingly. One was to fit at his right band, i 
another al his left; and they were ever diſputing which | 
ſhould be the greateſt. Any occ rrence that flattered this | 
notion, was gladly received; an 
every thing that could not be reconciled with it, was thruſt | 
out of ſight. © When the Son of man began to teach them, b 
« that he muſt ſuffer many things, and be rejected of the 
« elders, and of the chief prieſts and ſcribes, and be killed, | 


% and after three days riſe again *;” all theſe things were 


ſo deſtruRive of their principle, that Peter began to rebuke | 
Bim, as if he had heard blaſphemy. Chriſt took. an oppor- i 
tunity of inculcating this doctrine afreſh, when they were 


John xvi. 12, : 2 Mark viii. 31. 


zade the moſt of; and : 


” 


Te the Reader. 


in. Sn 2 ſtate of i at ſeeing him perform 2 miracle; 
the ndeavouring, as it were, to ſurprize them into a confeſſion 
1. df i its truth: but the time was not yet.—** While they won- 
bat dered every one at all things which Jeſus did, he ſaid 
bur unto his diſciples, let theſe ſayings ſink down into. your 
ears: for the Son of man ſhall be delivered into the 
v0. bands of men. But they underſtood not this ſaying; it 
his was hid from them, that they perceived it not!.“ The 


erms were clear and intelligible enough ; and the ideas con- 
U q : eyed by t them were all common and familiar: but if that 
ing were admitted, they muſt part with their beloved 
rinciple: : therefore it follows, that they were afraid to aff 
im of that ſaying ; leſt he ſhould carry on the ſubject, and 
ave them no way to eſcape. They had already heard more 
an they would believe, and therefore, as to any thing far- 
er, thought it beſt to remain in the dark. 

In ſhort, where there 3 is a taſte and reliſh for © the thing 
that be of men,” more than for -“ the things that be of 


9 Y God,” and ſome principle is imbibed wherein the paſ- 
8 ons are ſtrongly engaged, men axe to be perſuaded of any 
57 ing. and of nothing: ready to take wp with every deſpi- 
FR ile pretence to prop and ſupport their 1 5 opinion; 
and deaf to the plaineſt words and moſt infallible proofs, if 


ey tend to eſtabliſh the other ſide of the queſtion. For 
e that a Meſſiah was to deliver their nation, was al- 

ved by all the Jews 3 ; and they were well agreed as to the 
nme of his coming, and the place where he ſhould be born. 
vas to be ſhewn, that Feſus of Nazareth was the perſon; 
for a proof of it, they were bid to compare the Scrip- 
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"» rre with the things he did and taught. But though he 
the had done ſo many miracles before them, yet they believed 
ed, not on him * ;” and as if he had left the proof of his miſ- 
* en obſcure a defective, they came very formally to him 


% /in of him, after they had ſeen ſo many ſigns ; apd 
Walled out to the very laſt for better evidence, bidding him 
come down from the croſs,” that they might “ ſee and 


| ® Luke ix. 43,44. jahn a. 37. | 
Ca, d. 


[ 


> e A 
i bel lebe. One would take theſe Jau to have been 


2 more credulous generation upon the face of "the earth, | 


contradiction of Satan caſting out Satan ; or the report of 2 


Cceptiet, who would perſevere in their doubtings againſt ever 
8 that could be offered,” But if we Judge fr From 3 
eir behaviour upan ſome other occaſi jons, there never was 1 


They could receive full ſatisfaction from the moſt a0 4 
and inconſiſtent tales that ever were invented. The ſelf. I 


few Heathen ſoldiers, who witneſſed what was done“ while 


they were aſleep,” could paſs for good goſpel ; while wel | 1 


moſt evident miracles, and the cleareſt prophecies, were al 2 
nothing to the purpoſe, where they did not like the conclu- 
ſion. And for the ſame reaſon, the whole Goſpel it elf, 5 
while it is the ſavour of life to ſome, is a ſavour of death to 4 3 
"others! as different as life and death! yet nevertheleſs one ll 
and the ſame Goſpel. It is like the pillar that ſtood between BY 
the camp of J/rael, and the hoſt of Egypt; which was a c 
to the one, and light to the other 2. But who will denyl ] : 
"that the light was clear to the Iſraelites, becauſe the Fett Y 
tians ſaw nothing but a cloud of darkneſs? 5 1 
Behold then the true ſource of all our religious dife. ; 
rences: they proceed from the blindneſs and corruption « of 
the human heart, increaſed and cheriſhed by ſome falſe prin - 
ciple that ſuits with its appetites: and all the prudence and 3 
HFearning the world can boaſt, will exempt no child of Adanif 
from this miſerable weakneſs : nothing but the grace of Godlf 
ean poſſibly remove it. Where that is ſuffered to enter, and 
the heart, inſtead of perſiſting in its own will, is ſurrendereiſ 5 
"to the will of God, the whole Goſpel is e clear 6. 
" becauſe no text of it is any longer offenſive. 2 
Of this happy change we haye the beſt example in thel 1 
Apoſtles of our bleſſed Sawicur ; who, when they firſt entered 
the ſchool of Chriſtianity, had a veil upon their hearts lich 3 
the reſt of their countrymen, and were ſtrongly poſſeſſed by 
2 ſpirit of the world, promiſing itſelf the full enjoyment « oli 
 tewporal | honours and preferments. But the ſufferings and} 
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I Mark xv. 32. * Exod, xiv. 20. 
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4 "the Reader. | _ - 


** * * 


death of 8 Maſter having ſhewed' the vanity of fuck ex- 
pectations, and ſerved in 2 great meaſure! to beat down this 
earthly principle, they were ready for conviction; and then 
« their underſtanding was opened, that they might under 
« ſtand the Scriptures *.” | The. evidence that before was 
dark and inconcluſive, . became on a ſudden clear and irre- 
ſiſtible ; and they who had lately fled from diſgrace and 
death as from the greateſt, of evils, copld now rejoice that 
they were found worthy 10 far. Their opinion was altered, 
becauſe their affections were cleanſed from this world: that 
mire and cy was waſhed of from their eyes in the true 
waters of Siam, and now they could fee all things clearly.” * 

What has been here ſaid upon the conduct of our Sava 8 
diſciples, and the unbelieving Jer, may be applied to all 
thoſe who diſpute any article of the —— Fab; and 

articularly the doQrine of the ever-blefſed' Trinity, as re-; 
vealed to us in the Holy Scriptures. For we ſhall certainly 
find that ſame falſe Principle is aſſumed, which flatters the 
pride of of human nature. It abhors reſtraint and ſubjection; 
and is ever aſpiring, right or wrong, to be diſtinguiſhed _ 
the common herd, and to © exalt itſelf againſt” the know. 
Sa ledge of God.“ What this principle is, we ſhall very 
ſoon diſcover: it is publicly owned and gloried in by every 
conſiderable writer that of late years has meddled with this 
ſubject. I ſhall inſtance in the learned Dr. Clarke ; becauſe 
he is deſervedly * at the head of the Arian diſputants 
in this kingdom. | UT 

He affirms in his firſt Propoſit tion, that the ONE 60D, 
ſpoken of in Matth. xix. 17. and elſewhere, 'is only one 
PERSON ; and then adds, ee his ! is the firff Og w | 
Natural Rell z0n „. 

So then here are two different "ga ; by one of which 
it is proved, that the one Ged is the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoſt : that he is therefore h re- perſons. But it 
is the firft principle of the other religion, that he is but one 
perſon : though how that can be. reconciled with the * 


q Luke xxiv. 45. 22 Cor. x. 3＋— * See Seript. Doctr. p. ii. & 1. 
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tice of the whole * 3 ho were ſo far from ai, | 
coyering t this ane perſon, that they held “Gods many, and 
4 Lords many *, 7 16 not very eaſy ta determine. And 
whence comes this religion ? it is confeſſed to be drawn from 
nature ! ! it is the Goſpel of the natural man, unſanRified þy 
divine grace, and uninſtructed by apy light from above ; and 
ewes its bir to that fountain of darkneſs and ſelf. coneeĩt. 


that ever was nee into the religion of Gad. And 


what wonder, if nature ſhould operate as ſtrongly i in an Arian, 
or a Socinjan againſt the myſtery of the Trinity: as it did i in 


the Fews. againſt the Law and the Prophets, and in the un- 
converted diſciples againſt the doctrine of the Croſs ? If it 
be laid down as a firft principle, that God is but ane Perſon, . 
then it will be utterly impoſlible, ſo long as this principle 
keeps poſſeſſion, that any perſon, of common ſenſe enough, ; 
to know the meaning of words, ſhould quietly receive and 5 
embrace a revelation in thoſe parts « of it, where it teaches ug 


that God is three Perſons : theſe two principles being ſo dia- 


metrically oppoſite, that while he holds to the .one, a voice 
From the dead will nat perſuade him of the other. There: 
fore, I ſay again, we aught not to wonder if that man ſhould, 
remain for ever inpincible, who BRINGS to the Scripture, 
that knowledge of God, which he is bound, as a Ebriſtizn, 
to RECEIVE from it, 
What then will be the conſequence. in this cal? The 
practice of the Deift, who carries on this argument to its 
proper iſſue, is to deny the Scripture-revelation, becauſe his 
natural religion is contrary to it; and they cannot both be 
true. But the partial unbeliever, wha allows the Scripture 


to be ſupported by ſuch external evidence as he cannot an- 


ſwer, while his reaſon objects to the matter contained i in it, 
muſt follow the example of the Fes, and reconcile the Serip- 
ture where he gannot believe it. Thus they treated the law 
of Moſes. „We know,” ſaid they, * that God ſpake unto 
4 Moſes *:" therefore they readily granted his da fo have 


2 cor vi. f > John ix. 29, 


a divine 


a being authority: N as it t would not. ſerye their turn in 
its own proper words, they put 2a falſe gloſs of tradition 
| upon the face of it, to hide its true complexion ; and then 
| complained that the Seripfure was not clear enough: and if 
vou uſed it as a teſtimony to H ſus Far, they 1 Kone 
| you for a blaſphemer. , © 
What ſhall we ſay then ? that iſe"! -ws were of a 22 
rent opinion from the Chriſtians ? and that this was their 
of underflanding the Scripture? No: God forbid. Fe 67 1 
ve will believe the Scripture itſelf, it was their way of 
L I denying it. Had ye believed Moſes,” fays our Lord, * 716 
| = <- would have believed me :” and he gives us upon this oc 
caſion the true grounds and reaſons of their unhelief; be- 
cauſe they “received honour one of another, and had not 
(the love of God in them *.” Every hypotheſis of human 
7 growth, which was pretty ſure to agree with their com- 
plexion, and reflected fome honour upon themſelves by ex- 
alting the nature of man, that can make a religion for igel, 
and comes in its own name; that they would gladly receive. 
But if any thing was offered to them in the name of God, 
A to be received for the loye of him, and the ſpiritual comfort 
b pf a pure conſcience, and the hope of a better world: it 
vas rejected, as an encroachment upon their natural rights, 
Y Ind an Bum againſt the innocent pleaſures of a carnal 
aum. And ſo it is with us at this time: for if an au- 
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' thor does but hang out the ſign of Nature and reaſen in his 
q =_ e ge, there are readers in plenty, who will buy up and 
; v5 * ſwallow his dregs by wholeſale : but if God, of his in- 
x Winite mercy and condeſcenſion, ſhews to them the way of | 
g ſalvation, his words are to be abſtracted from the evidence 
6 upon which he requires us to believe them, then put into 
his alembic of reaſon, and demonſtrated to be no poiſon, 
1 1 Pebore they can be brought to taſte them. And if they ſhould » 
7 Wappen to be a little diſagreeable to ges and blood, and the 

\ en ſhould miſcarry, the fault is —_ upon God. 

0 


ee John v. 3.—4 fin, 


and 


24 RET 7 "the Reader, 
8 — by e my: i 7 


and not upon 8 who ought; to have gone ns 
Way to work ; as they will certainly find. „„ 
We conclude, therefore, becauſe Chrift has affirmed it 
that every degree of doubt and diſputation againſt. the words 
of God, is juſt ſo much unbelief; proceeding, not from the 
bead or underſtanding, but from the heart * and affections. 
And the world is filled with the vain jangling of TEA 


for this ſhort reaſon “ all men have not faith“. OF 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


JN all the Texts which are compared together in the fol- 

lowing work, thoſe particular words, whereon the ſtreſg 
of the compariſon lies, are printed in Capitals ; that the 
argument obtained from them may ſhew itſelf to the reader 
upon the firſt inſpection. And I hope, after what has been 
obſerved to him in the foregoing diſcourſe, that this is the 
only admonition he will ſtand in need of. The arguments 
I have drawn from the Scripture are, to the beſt of my 
knowledge, moſt of them new ; and, if I may judge from 
my own ming, the manner in which they are laid down, is 
more likely to convince, than any I have yet ſeen, Had 1 
thought otherwiſe, I could eaſily have forborn to trouble 


10 myſelf or the world with the tranſcribing and printing them. 


The end J have propoſed is not to obtain any reputation (to 
which this is not the way) but to do ſome little good, of 
which there is much need. I do therefore ſincerely recom- 
mend the following work, and every reader of it, to the 
grace and bleſſing of Almighty God, well knowing, that 
« unleſs the Lord my the city, the watchman waketh but 


SK in vain.” 
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Ia. viii. 1 I 14. | Sandy : the Tabs \ or Hosrs 
H1MsELF, and let 1M be your fear, and let ui 


be your dread: and HE mall be for a Sanctuary; 
but for a STone or $TUMBLING: and __ or 


OFFENCE to both houſes of 1/rael. 
1 Pet. ii. 7, 8. The ſtone which the builders diſ- 


allowed, the ſame is made the head of the cor- 
© ex; and a STONE OF TUMBLING, and ROCK or 


Inſtead of reaſoning upon theſe words of the * 
Iſaiab, according to any private interpretation, F add anether 
paſſage of Scripture, wherein they are expreſsly applied to 
the perſon of Chrif ; and then ſhew what muſt be the reſult 
of both, If the Scripture, thus compared with "irfelf, by 
drawn up into an argument, the concluſion may indeed by 
Lied, and ſo may the whole Bible, but it cannot de ar- 
ſuuered. For example: 8 
The Stone of Stumbling and ort of Offence, as the former By 


text affirms, is the Lord of Hoſts OE ; a name which the 
8 Arians 


1 
* 


8 . 9h Divinty of Orift 
Ariaiis 4 to no other but the one, only true, and ſupreme 
God 


But this Son- f Stumbling and Rick of Offince;” ar it ap- 
pears from the latter text, is no other than Chri/t, the ſame 


ſtone which the Builders refuſed; Therefore, 
Chrift is the LORD OF HOSTS HIMSELF : and 4 


Arian is confuted upon his own principles. 
II. 
Ta. vi. 5. Mine * have SEEN. the King, the 


LORD OF HOSTS. 
Jobn xii. 41. Theſe things ſaid Eſaias, ben T”Y 


SAW HIS (CHRIST's) GLORY, and ſpake of HIM. 


Feſus is the perſon here ſpoke of by St. John; whoſe 
Glory, Eſaias is declared to have ſeen upon that occaſion, 
where the prophet affirms of himſelf, that his * had ſeen 


the Lord of Hoſts ; , iT =. + 
Ws us| is the LORD OF HOSTS. , NE * 

Ts. xliv. 6. Thus ſaith the Lord, the King of 
Iſrael and his Redeemer, the LORD of Hos rs, IL. 

am rn FIRST, and I am THE LAs r, and BESIDES 

Mx there is NO GOD. 

Rev. xxii. 13. I (Feſus) am 3 and 8 
the Beginning and the End, THE FIRST and THE 
LAST. 
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- Theſe Titles of the fit and the Iaft are confined to him 
alone, beſides whom there is no God; But Jeſus. hath aſſumed 
theſe Titles to himſelf : Therefore, Jeſus is that God, Beſides. 
whom there is no other. Or Thus There is no God beſides 
him who is he finſt and the laſt: but, Feſus is the firſt and the 
bf; ; therefore beſides Feſus there is 10 other God. 


Re See an Egay en Spirit, p. 65, Clarke's Doctr. of the Trin. C. 10. §. 3. 
302. ONO | FR * | | . WS. 


IV. 


u 4 Ok, ; 
"IV, | 


* 8 4 280 a. 


2 Iii. 11. 16 even n 1 am the ron, and Ersipes 
ME there is NO SAVIOUR * 5 | 


| Fe ſus Ari it, then, is our Kauen; or, as he 1 is "called, 
77 iv. 42. The Savinur of the World. But unleſs he wers 


d, even the Lord, Jehovah, as well as man, he could not 
de a Saviour; becauſe the Lord has declared, there is no 


he Apoſtle, Phil. ii. 9. that Cod, in dignifying the man 
brit with the name of JESUS, hath given him a name 
bove every name, even that of a Saviour, which is his os 


- 


ame, and ſuch as can belong te to. no other. EEO = 
Rev. xxii. 6. The Lord Go of the Holy Prophets 
sur HIS ANGEL to fheww unto his Servants the 
| things which muſt ſhortly be done. 
bid. v. 16. I jesus have SENT MINE ANGEL to teſ 
tify unto you 7he/e things in the Churches. 


ord Gad, and the Lord God ſent him: but he was the 
ngel of 'Feſus, and Jeſus ſent him: therefore, Jg 2 is the 
ord God if the Holy Prophets. 


VI. 

* ha i. 76. And thou Child ſhalt be called the 
Prophet of THE HIGHEsT, for thou ſhalt co, 
BEFORE the Fact of the LORD to PREPARE HIS 
FAY "an, 1... eas 


AS 


The argument drawn. from this text will be equally convincing, which 
er way it be taken—Jeſus Chriſt i is a Sgvivur, therefore he is Fehovah, rhe 
bord—TJeſus Chriſt is Jebovab, therefore he is tbe Sævicur. The beſt obſer- 
tions I have ever met with upon the name Febovab, and it's application to 
e ſeeond Perſcn of the Trinity, are to be found in a F indication of the Da- 
ine of the Trinity fr: m the Exceptions of a late pamphlet entitled an Eſſay on & pr 
by the learned Dr. T. Randelpb, Preſident of C. C. C. in Oxferd which I 
would defire the Reader to conſult, from p. 61 to 7 of Pt, I. | 
Adatth. 


2 3 +». 
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2 Pet. 11.18. Ovk LoRD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. 


3 Saviour beſide himſelf. It is therefore rightly obſetved-: by 


The Angel that appeared to St. John was the Angel of the 


yo & Bosh of Grit. 


Matth. xt. 10. Behold, I ſend my meſſtigh 
Brok E THY FACE, to PREPARE THY WAY Deen 


thee. 2 


| Juobn the Bapti ts goes before tho face of the 1 45 a = 1 
of the Highe/t, whoſe prophet he is, to prepare his way. . 
But he was ſent as a Meſſenger before the face of Chriſt, to 
prepare his way Os. therefore, is the en and the Wn 
Higbeſi. | . 


The two followlns t texts are but a repetition of the fame | 1 . 
argument: but as they ſpeak of Chri/t under a different 
name; they ought to have a place for themſelves. 


Luke i. 16, 17. And many of the children of 72 Y 

' ſhall he turn to the LokD THEIR CoD: and he Y 

ſhall go before HIM. 1 

Matth, iii. 11. Hs that cometh AFTER ME is migh- 2M 

tier than I—&c. 11 

| Here again, the Baptiſt is ſaid to #0 before the Lord Gud| Y 

of the children of Iſraz] : but it is certain, he went before Jeſus Wn 

Chriſt, the only perſon who is ſaid to come after him: there- Wn 

fore, Feſus Chrift is the Lord God of the children of Iſrael. . 

And the ſame title is given to him in the prophet Hoſea, — A ; 
I will have mercy upon the houſe of Judah, and will ſave them 

by the Lord their God: which can be no other than the . 

voice of God the Father, promiſing Salvation 7 the Mos © 05 

| of God the San. FT 
a—_ | 4 

Mattb. xi. 10. Behold I ſend My meſſenger 22 : he 
THY face, to prepare THY way before THEE. * il 

Mal. iii. 1. Behold I ſend My meſſenger to pre- ö 5 

, pare the way before ME. Tf c 

As this prophecy is worded by St. Matthew (as aſs by il 52 

St. Mark” and St. Luke?) there is a perſonal diſtinQion 3 

Per 


We 


1 Mark i. 2. 2 Lake Vil. 27. 
| between 


Ly 


between Him: who ſends his Aae, and bn before 
= whom the Meſſenger i is fent—1 fend wv Me eſſenger—to pre- 
pare thy way before THEE. . But the Prophet himſelf has it 
thus ſend My meſſenger, 75 prepare the way before Mx. 
Vet the Evangelift and the Prophet are both equally correct 
and true. For though Chriſt be a different perſons yet is he 
one and the ſame God with the. Father. And hence it is, that 
with the Evangeliſt, the prrſons are not confounded; with the 
Prophet the Godhead is not divided. This argument may 
ſerve to juſtify an excellent obſervation of our Church in 
the Homily upon the Reſurretion—* How dare we be ſo 
© bold to renounce. the preſence of the Father, Sm; and 
$ Holy Ghoſt? for where one, is, there is Ga all whole in 
Majeſty, together with all bia 9 wiſdom, and good- 
neſs;” | | 
IX. 
2 Ixxviil. 56. They TEMPTED and provoked the 


+ i MOST HIGH GOD. 

Cor. x. 9. Neither let us TEMPT cnRIsr as ſome 
of them alſo tempted. 1 
eſus e Theſe texts do both relate to the ſame rebellious acts of 
ere · BS: Maelites in the wilderneſs. In the farmer of them, the 
rael. rſon they /emped is called the ng High God: in the latter, 
2 1 is called Chriſi: therefore; Chrift is the maſt High Ged. 

7 X; 


ohn iii. $4 He that hath the Bride, is THE BRIDE= 
GROOM * —(meanin Ghri 1 
g Ch riſt. Bar, 


Another title of Eminence, that ſhews Chr to be upon an equality | 
th God the Father, is to be collected from the following Scriptures, | 

Pſal. xXiii. 1. The Loxp (Heb. Jehovah) is my SHEPHERD. | 

Jobn x. 16. There ſhall be one fold, and ox x SHEPHERD. 
If Chrift be not the Lord, in Unity with the Father, there muſt of courſe . 

o diſtinct beings, to whom the Scripture has appropriated this Character of a 
Ded; and that would make rwvo Shepherds. But Chrift has affirmed thers 
\Ction ont one Shepherd, that is bimſelf, THE SHEPHERD of the Sheep, 7. a. Whom 


Fee calls the chief ALI 1 Pet. v. 4+ $0 again 
D | fol 


$ 
© 1 
| 1 


1 But ; n to the Prop, 


P Jai. liv. 5. Thy Maker is thine HUSBAND, the 
LORD OF HOSTS is his Name.— 


4 * * 


33 #5 


And the Church, which i is the Bride of G. can no more 
have two diſtinct huſbands, than Oriſ can have two diſtin 
Churches. As the Church is the Bride, the Body, the Huili. 
Ing of God; and as there is one Bride, one body, ene build- 
ing; ſo is there on the other hand, one God, who is the huf- 
band or Bridegram ; one Chriſt, who is the Head; ane God 
with the Lamb, who is the Light of it. Compare alſo 
Fer. iii. 1. and 37, 32. Ezek. xvi. Hof. ii. Matth. ix. 15.— 
XXV. I. 2 Cr. ii. 2. Eph. v. 23. Rev. xix. 7. ane: xxi. 47 9. 


XI. 


- Here follow ſome ſingle Texts, to which I add no . 
lels; there being no danger of miſtaking their application. | 


Fobn xx. 28. And Thomas anſwered and ſaid, ur 
LORD, and MY GOD. 


Rom. ix. 5, Of whom as concerning the Fleh if E 
CHRIST came, who is over all, 60D BLESSED for | 3 
EVER. Amen. 


XIII. 
2 Pet. i. 1. — Through the Righteouſneſs of OUR 


GOD and Saviour JESUS CHRIST. - 


The Greek i-. Oe nuwy 25 Lao rp Inos X- 
very ſame, as to the order and Grammar of the words, with 
the laſt verſe of this Epiſtle 8 Kopis nun Y Ewrnpos Inos 


| 
F 
3 
p 
: 
Xpiss— which is thus rendered in our — verſion— | 


Pſal. c. 3. Know ye that the Loxd he Is Gop—we are Hrs people, * 
the Surxr of Hrs paſture. 


Febn x. 3. Hs (that is Chr; himſelf) calleth Hrs own Suzzy, 
And again—Fobn xxi. 16. Feed my Sheep—ſaid Chriſt to St. Peter x which 
in the Language of St. Peter humſelf, 1 Pet. v. a. is Feed the — of Gon 


E. 
deen 


ur 1 ad Jau 75 1 Grip. And ſo, without doubt; 2 
t ſhould be in the other paſſage : there being no poſſible 
Eaſon why, Te Ges ian, thould not ſignify, our Ged, as 
ell as rs K ops nu, OUT Lorg. It is not my deſig ign to 
ct any reflection upon the wiſdom of our excellent and 
Wrthodox 7 ranſlatars (whoſe verſion; taken altogether, is 
rithout exception the beſt extant in the world) or to ad- 
ance this as any diſcovery of my own: for the Tranſiators 
emſelves have preſerved the true rendering i in the Margin 3 
claring it, by their cuſtomary note, to be the bteral ſenſs 
ſo the Greek. 
= roere is another expreſlion, Tit. i It. 13. that ought to be 
cd with the foregoing. | Las Abt that bleſſed hope, and 
glorious appearing, T8 lena x NLarupos 7 NAV Inos 
, of our Great God and . Fe ſus Chrift. Of 
ich a great man, deep in the Arian Scheme, gives this. 
ponding Account.— ay Many underſtand this whole Sen- 
Mr ence to belong to one and the ſame Perſon, VIZ, Chriſt : 
s it the words ſhould have been rendered, The appearing of 
Pur great God and Saviour Fe efus.. Chri ift. Which Con- 
ruction, the words will indeed bear; as do alſo thoſe 1 in 
> Pet. i. 1. But it is much 1 more reaſmable, and more 
13 to the whole Tenor Ca Scripture, to underſtand 
he former part of the words, to relate to 15 Father i.. 
for the whole Tenor of Scripture, it is a weighty phraſe, 
very eaſily made uſe of in any cauſe good or bad: fo I 
11 leave the reader to judge of that, after it has been ex- 
ited to him in the following pages. And as for the 
enableneſs of the thing itſelf, let any ſerious perſon con- 
r, whether the Doctrine of the Scripture is not more 
onal under the orthodox application of theſe words, 
under that of this Author. For to allow, as he does, 
Ori it is. God, but not the Great God, is to make two. 
a greater and a J Ver; which is no very rational prin- 
e. And 1 make not the leaſt doubt, but this Author, had 
deen n drefling g up a Syſtem of natural religion, would bave 


| 16 
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ouR 


the 
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on- 
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„ - 3 4. 


of Go 


4 


s Clarke's Dor. of the Trin. C. 23; & 1. $47, 4 
2 | proteſted 


4 The  Divin of G. " 
proteſted againſt a a notion ſo abſurd and i impious. But whes 2B 

. the Scripture was'to be dealt with, he choſe it as the leſſer. of 4M 
two evils, the greater of which, was the doctrine he had 
48 W- 
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xIV. . 
| 2 Cor. v. 19. Gon was IN- CHRIST, reconciling 
the world to HIMSELF. 8 


It is allowed on all hands, that the world was als by if 
Chriſt Jeſus to the one, only, great, and ſupreme God. But, 
this very ſame Cod (for the word is but once uſed in the whole 
ſentence) was in Chriſt ; manifeſt in the fleſh, and reconciling 
the world ts himſelf. And were there no other paſſage off 1 
Scripture to be found, thiꝶ alone is ſufficient ta overthrow Wl 
the whole doctrine of Arianiſm; which, as far as the Scrip-· 
ture is concerned, depends upon this one aſſertion—that Xl 
« the word GOD, in Scripture, NEVER ſignifies a com- 

ct plex notion of more Perſons than one; but ALWAYS : 
« means re perſon only, viz. either the perſon of the Father 1 
ec ſingly, or the perſon of the Sen ſingly *.” Which i 1 | 
abſolutely falſe : for here it ſignifies both. The text con- 
ſiders Gd as agent and patient at the ſame time, and upe 
the ſame occaſion; as the reconciler of the world, in th 
perſon of the Sen; and the object to whom the raconciliaiia 
was made, in the 'perſon of the Father; yet there is buy 4 
one word ( Ged) to expreſs them beth. So that the word 

Gad, though of the Jingular number, is of a plural compre 
henſion. And thus I find it to have been taken by fome 9 1 
the moſt eminent writers before the council of Nice, * 
« matus in initio Homo per manus DEI, 4 72 F ILII d 4 
« SPIRIT Us,“ ſays Irenæus ; putting the ſingular n nam 1 
of God, for the two perſons of the Son and Spirit. And tl 1 
ſame word, in the language of Origen, (if we are allow 
to take the verſion of Ruffinus as genuine) includes the who 1 
three perſons I gitur de DEO, id , d PA TRE & FILIY 
& SPIRITU ſands . And our excellent church has uf 45 


Clartes 8. D. P. il. 933 u. v. g. 23. 3 De 
Lib. IV; C. 2. 
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Bru Fort 5 
be word Cad in the ſame comprehenſive ſenſe; as in the 
| Bleſſing after the communion ſervice- O0 ALM IGHTY, 
- nd Father, the "* and the Holy G. | 
=, XV. 
ns 8 Fob xiv. 11. 1 am in the Father, and th Father . 
= M58 Toad abt. 
by I | Compare this with the Can article, Ee ns 
But, ; | | XVI. | 7 : 
hole : Cor. v. 20. We are ambaſſadors for CHRIST, as 
ape! though GOD did BESEECH: you by us; We PRAT 
Bf you IN CHRIST'S STEAD be ye reconciled to Gb. 
enip⸗ The uſefulneſs of this text to our preſent ſubject, lies in 
that eſe words In Chriſts ſtead we pray, as though God did 
com- eſcech. where the interchanging of the names God and 
AY brit, ſhews the ſame perſon'to be intitled to bath, 
ath VI. | | 


Jobn v. 20. We are in him that is true, even in 
bis Son jisvs cunrsT : THIS 18 the TRUE GOD. 

in thd ſand eternal life. 0 

ati 5 "a5 in 

is bug. ii. 8, 9. Beware leſt any man ſpoil you chrough 

2 word 2 Philoſophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of 

men, after the rudiments of the world, and not 

ster cnarsr: for IN HIM DWELLETH ALL THE 

111 RF v1x555 of the GODHEAD BODILY, 

r nau; he Apafile foreſaw, that a thing calling itſelf Philiſ phy 

And ti 1d ſet all its engines at work to deſtroy the notion of 
7 true and abſolute Divinity—*< For in him (ſays he) 

je who ® welleth all the fulneſs of the. Godhead bodily. Philsfophy - 

FILE ; * will diſpute this: and undertake to demonſtrate the con- 

Wrary. But if you liſten to ſuch var dectit, it will over- 


row your faith, and — you for a Ws of Jeſus 
mf ; therefore—Brware.” 
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8 1. The Dun sf in ? 
Jobn . 1. The WORD was cop. | 
| | XX. ME 
Wai. i ix. PI For unto us a Child is born, unto vs a 


Son is given, and the Government ſhall be upon 
his Shoulder: and his name ſhall be called Won- 


derful, Counſellor, the MIGHTY 60D, the EVER. 
LASTING FATHER, 


P 


— 


1 e 

Fer. xxili. 6. This is the Namę whereby he ſhall 

| be called, the Lord ( JEHOVAH) our e 

Wai, ij 17, 18. The LORD ALONE ſhall be EX. 5 I 
© ALTED in that day: and the 100Ls he ſhall utter 

aboliſh. En = 


1 t? Aaolatry is the reverſe, ti diret pode to Chriſtianii 
4c (or, the day of Chrift.) To deſtroy this, was the greal E | 

« end of Chrif's coming into the world. But except he 4 1 

te were Gad, the very Ind eternal God, of one Sub fance will 

4 the Father, his Religion would be ſo far from deftrojing 1 

40 Idolatry, that i it would only be a more refined and Runge E 

 « ſpecies of it. The prophet therefore, concludes all, tha 

2“ ſo he might acquit the worſhip of Chri/# from all char 
* of Ldolaſy, with this poſitive aſſertion; . that it wor 1 
„ prove the moſt effectual means of putting an end to i 
76 falſe and Idolatrous Worſhip: The Idols he ſhall ul 
4e abelifh. The like coneluſion we meet with in the Apoll x 
$ St. John; who having affirmed that Feſus Chri ;/t is 1 
i * true God and eternal life, immediately ſubjeins and eloſ 
T all with this advice, Little 8 hep N x 

10 N : 
This Remark is taken from. the firſt volume of an Bf 5 
upon the proper Laſſous; written, as J am told, by a gent 
man of the Laity. There needs no apolegy for ſetting 
| | . dow 
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n 52 it thing B's mY in Sos e I am n upon. And 
it alſo gives me an occaſion of returning thanks to the pious 
and learned Author of that excellent work, not for nn 
only, but for many ſincere friends to the religion of Grit 
and the church of England, among whom his labours are 


Os - — „ 
ww 
* 


7 *-” RS not without their fruit; and I am confident they will not 
Pon be without their reward: but the Author muſt be content to 
on- ai for it, till M ſhall be juſtified of all ber Children 
"ER | 


XXIII. 


Rev. i. 8. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and the ending, faith the Lokp, which is, and 
which was, and which is to come, the ALMIGHTY. 


If the Reader will be pleaſed. to examine the 13th and 
17th verſes of this Chapter, it will appear that this 8th verſe 
was undoubtedly ſpoken from the mouth of Crit: wha 
therefore has a juſt title to every name and attribute expreſſed : 

in ir; and among the reſt, to that of the Almighty. 
| Origen, who certainly was no Arian, though a repre- 
eented as ſuch, by ſome who would be pleaſed to have the 
vote of ſo celebrated a genius, has the following obſervation. 
Now that you may know the Omnipotence of the Father 

kc and the Son to be one and the ſame as HE is ONE and the 

SAME GOD and LORD with the FATHER, hear 
«© what St. John had ſaid in the Revelation—Theſe things. | 
% faith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to 
[© come, the _— 5 * wits is the OP that zs fo 
Come, but Chrift * ? 


XXIV, 


The Texts that follow, with this mark (5 5 bl to 
them, are ſuch as have been abuſed by the Arians to ſupport 
their Hereſy: and to the beſt of my knowledge, there are 
ſome of every ſort. mri when the Scripture is brought to 


f Vt autem unam & candem emnipotentiam Parr & Filii efſe cognoſcas acm 
£7 atque jdem eft cum Patre Deus & Dominus, audi hoc modo Joan, 1 
Apocalypſi dicentem: Hec dicit Dominus Deus qui eft, & ui erit, & qui venturus 
oft omnipotens, nh eee quis eſt alius 10 N 


* Lib. i. C. 2, A | 
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3 * of ” 
| Ferfare its own = of hows they will either ages 1 
nothing to the purpoſe, or nn and Joe the mary; 
| have been ſuppoſed to Oy” FO N 


+ Maith, xix. 17. Why calleſt thou. ME «co 
there is none good but owe, that i is, SOD. 


The objection is founded upon the Greek, which W 
| —Ozdeis eg ayef©.,. e wn eis, o O. There is none good 
but eis, one; and that (one) is, « Oe, God. Whence it 
1s argued, that the adjective eis being in the maſculine Gen. 
* der, cannot be interpreted to ſignify one Being or Nature Wl 

(for then it ſhould have been EN, in the Neuter) but one 
Perſin; ſo that by confining the attribute of ' goodneſs to the 
ſingle perſon of the Father, it muſt of courſe exclude: the 
perfons of the Son and Holy Ghoſt from the Unity of * 

| (udhea. 5 

- To ſay the truth, I think this is the moſt- planſble ohs 

| Waben I haye ever met with; and I have ſincerely endea - 
voured to do it juſtice. If it is capable of being ſet in a 
ſtronger light, any man is welcome to add whit he pleaſes 
to it. For ſuppoſing the word «s to ſignify one perſon (and 

in that lies the whole force of the argument) then if en 

perſon only i is god, and that perſon i is God; it muſt alſo fol · 

low, that there is but one perſon who is Gal: the name 
of God being as much confined hereby to a Angle perſan, as 
the attribute of goodneſs. But this is utterly falſe; the 
names of God, Lord, Lord of H: is, the Almighty, moſt Highs 
Eternal, God of Iſrael, &c. being alſo aſcribed to the ſecond 
and third Perſons of the bleifed Tyinity. Take it this way, 
therefore, and the objection by proving too much, confine 
itſelf, and proves nothing. 

Tune truth is, this criticiſm, upon the ſtrength of which 
ſome have dared. to undeify their Saviour, has no foundation 
in the Original. The word « is ſo far from requiring the 
ſubſtantive perſan to be underſtood with it, that it is put in 

| the maſculine gender to agree with its ſubſtantive ©:S,, and i Is 

\' \_ | beſt conſtrued by an adverb. If you follow the Greek by a 
literal tranſlation, it will be thus——T here i is none Gaod—w 4 


if 
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ey „„ C any. And it happens, that the ſame Grert, word 
438 1 for word, occurs in Mark ii. on Ido can forgive fin ei un + 
, eo Oe®-—but God only; ſo it is rendered by our tranſlators e 
: nn nd wi have a plain matter of fact, that us in this place 
Cannot poſſibly admit the ſenſe of ene perſon, becauſe Chriſt, 
we HT who is another perſon, took upon him to forgive ſins. In the 
parallel place of St. Zuke's Goſpel , the expreſſion is varied, 


ſo as to make it ſtill clearer—« wn e. o Oe not sis, 


12 1 


but Kovos, another adjective of the maſculine gender: which, 
1 though it agree with its ſubſtantive Oos, is rightly conſtrued 
Eb. as an adverb—el ther the, alone God, or God only. And the 
1 Greek itſelf uſes one for the other indifferently—as, e 
= pr low, by bread only * eu oY H, in word only *, The 
utmoſt that can be gathered, therefore, from theſe words, is 
no more than this; that there is one God (in which we are 
all agreed) and that there is none good beſide him; which no 
body will diſpute. Whether in this God, there be one perſon, 
or re, remains yet to be conſidered : and the Scripture is 
ſo expreſs in other places, as to ſettle it beyond all diſpute. 
_ 1 it ſhould here be aſked, for what reaſon Chrift put this 
ueſtion—“ Why calleſt thou me good 2” T anſwer; for the 
me reaſon that he aſked the Phariſees, why David in Spirit 
ald him LORD *; and that was to try if they were able 
> account for it. This ruler, by addreſſing our Saviour 
under the name of good Maſter, when the inſpired Pſalmiſt 
had affirmed long before, that there is none that doeth GOOD, 
no NOT ONE 5; did in effect allow him to be God; no 
mere man, ſince the fall of Adam, having any claim to that 
Character. And when he was called upon to explain his 
neaning, for that God only was good; he ſhould: have re- 
plied in the words of St. Thema“ My Lord, and my 
* GOD:” which would have been a nobler inſtance of 
Faith, and have cleared up the whole difficulty. If the caſe 
be conſidered, this man was a very proper ſubject for ſuch 
a trial. F ully convinced of his own ann he comes 


1 Luke v. 1. 7 Matt. i iv. 4. a 1 Thefl, i i; 5. 4 Matt. xxii. 43 
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=> 
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to | Chriſt in- * PROS f his diſciples, t0.koew whey 
good: thing” he might do to merit everlaſting. life.  Whence 
our Saviour. takes occaſion to correct his miſtake as to the 
nature of goodneſs ; and having tried this good and perſect may 
in a tender point, ſent him away grievouſſy diſſatisfied, +. 
- | a 5 8 | XXV. FP 0 of ks * 
y 1 Cor. xv. 24. Then cometh the Exp, when ut 
ſhall deliver up the KI Nx οOM to GOD, even the 
FATHER, 
Luke l. 53. Hr ( Telus) ſhall x reign over thie hou 3 
of Jacob for ever; and of HIS KINGDOM 4 there = 
ſhall be. NO. END. 0 5 7® 1 


This of St. Luke, being a nee in terms to 4 
of the Apoſtle, ſhews the former to be ſpoken only of Chrift's 
humanity ; as the latter relates only to his Divinity. When 
both are laid together, it is evident to a demonſtration, that 
Chrift is perfect Gad, as well as perfect man. As man, he 
received a kingdom, which again, as man, he ſhall deliver up, 
when his. mediatorial office, for which he took the nature 
of man, ſhall be at an end. But there is a kingdom pertain- 
ing to him, which ſhall have no end. And this cannot be 
true, unleſs he is a perſon in that God, who after the Hu- 
manity has delivered up the kingdom ſhall be all in all. The 
diſtinction in this caſe between the God and man in the joint Wl 
perſon of Chriſt Feſus, is warranted by another part of the 
Chapter, wherein the Apo/ile has given us a key to his own 
meaning. Since by MAN (ſays he) came death, by MAN 
came alſo the reſurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, 
even ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive. Here, it is evident, 
he is drawing a contraſt between the man Adam and the man 
Chrift; ſo that unleſs it be done on purpoſe, no reader can 
eaſily miſtake the meaning of what follows Zhen cometh the 
End, when HE (that is the man Chrift, the ſecond Adam) 
Hall deliver up the kingdom, &c. for ſo it muſt be, according 
to the tenor of the Apoſtle's diſcourſe, : 

"The 
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ture; but they have no difficulty i in them, if it only be re- 


The New Tae abounds with expreſſions of this na- 


membered” that Chriſt is man as well as God; which the 
P are willing upon all occaſions to forget. And it has 
| been chiefly owing to an abuſe of theſe texts, that they 
| Have been able to put any tolerable glofs upon their Hereſy. 
The Old Teflament ſeldom ſpeaking of Chrift, but is a Per- 
ſon of the Godhead before his Incarnation, does not afford 
them ſo many opportunities : and hence it is, that moſt of 
them confine their enquiries to the New, which is the hiſtory 
of him after his Incarnation, when he appeared, as the f. 
| born of many brethren *, anointed above his Fellows (Mankind) 
Teceiving authority and dominion from God, who by a power 
| ſuperior to that of his human ſoul and body, pur all things 
in ſubjeftion under the feet of it. 

But ſome, for whoſe ſakes he thus humbled himſelf, ns 
became obedient in the fleſh, inſtead of receiving it with 
humility and devotion, even caſt it in his teeth, and make 
it an argument againſt him: vainly imagining that they do 
honour to their ſupreme God, while they ſay with Peter— 
| Lord, be it far from thee : this frall nat, it cannot, be unto: 


| | thee. And it is worth their while to conſider, whether they 
may not fall under the ſame rebuke, when it will be too 


late to retract and change their opinion. | 

A ſolemn advocate of theirs, whom I take to be a d; renter, 
tells u-Zhis preſent concern is with the New Teſtame nt any. 
And another writer of ſome figure, who, you are to ſup- 
| poſe, is addreſſing himſelf to a young Clergyman, puts it into 
his head, that he © may reject arguments brought from the 
cc Old Teſtament to prove the Trinity, as trifling, and 
4 proving nothing but the Tgnorance of thoſe that make uſe of 
e them 3.” And I could wiſh that were all: for I had 
much rather be accounted a fool | in their judgment, than find 
myſelf under a neceſſity of charging them with the horrible 
guilt, of denying the Lord that hath bought them. | 


1 Rom. viii. 29. | 2 A ſequel] to the 52 on Spirit, p. 3. 
3 Letter to a young Clergymay upon the D; Heu lies and Diſcouragements which 
tend 1 the * of the Ser pures i in the my of private judgments 
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tell you it is; and their ſcheme requires it: But the Serip- 


8 — * — — —ê =_ 
— ns N N 
LY 8 - 2 3 8 * 2 5 — 
ITT S n _—— Redd $37; 
- be, 12 Fog £ — — = — 6.5 IS - 7 Y b e 
2222 5 0 15 s 7 (- — — — 2 4 — ome os with I _— 
— — — — 2 . — : — J — — 5 is 
- — hy — — —— a Vans - . a — — — S 
6 us A - _ — gy — EPR — 
— 2 - nn _ r — I > $5. - —— pe a 
— , ” 
* 8 8 


2 K — Coo ar  om- 3 2 
* 


of a Man, yet as God who ordained him, ſhall be preſent 


\ GOD *. We are to give an account of ourſelves at the 
Why, becauſe it is written, that we ſhall give an account 


But unleſs Chr; , who is a man, be alfo this hung G * 
Lord, this proof is not to the purpoſe. 


XXVI. 


t ADs > *. PORE! — That it is HE, — is es 
of 60D to be the judge of quick and dead. 


This paſſage will help us to detect, once for all; 
eommon fallacy of our Adverfarics, in miſapplying ſuch 
words as relate only to the human nature of Chrift, and 
erecting arguments thereupon to the degrading of his ſu- 
preme Eſſence. Chrift is ordained of God, it is true: and 
the nature that receives power, muſt be inferior to the nature 
that confers i it. But is his Godhead therefore ordained ® They 


tures declare the contrary—GOD (ſaith St. Paul) hath aps 
pointed à day wherein HE will JUDGE the world in righteoufe 
meſs by that MAN e aug, (IN that MAN) whom he. hath 
ORDAINED *. The ſupreme God that was aranife/t in 
the fleſh, and IN Chrift reconciling the world to HIMSELF, 
ſhall remain in the ſame perſonal union with him, till he 
has judged the world, and is ready to deliver up the kingdom. 
And though our Fudge ſhall even then retain the Character 


with him in the ſame perſon, the act of the. laſt judgment 
is equally aſcribed to both natures. In the text juſt above 
cited, it is faid—He (God) will judge the world; tho' it 
immediately follows, that a man, even the man Chr: , Us 
erdained to this office. And ſo we have it again in the Epiſtle 
to the Romans—we ſhall all appear before the judgment feat of 
Chriſt. For it is written, as J live, ſaith the Lord, every 
nee ſball bow to ME, and every tongue ſhall confeſs unte 


Judgment ſeat of Chriſt. And how does the Apoſtle prove it? 


of ourſelves to the Lord God, who ſwears. that he liveth. 


* A. 1 3% | © Hai. Av. 23. 


xxvII. 


7 47s x. 40. Him cop raiſed” up and —— 
ux openly to us who did eat and drink vith 
{| him after he roſe from the dead. 
| Fohs xxi. 1. After theſe things jxsus SHEWED 1 
SELF again to his diſciples at the Sea of Tiberias pF 
and on this wiſe 8HEWED HE HIMSELF, 


The former text takes ſomething from Chrif, as man; - in 


- which capacity he was at the diſpoſal ny Father. But 
the latter reſtores it to him again as - under which 


Character he is at his own diſpoſal, and in unity with the 
Father. The ſame is to be ſaid of the two articles which | 


| follow, | bo es 5 
XXVIII. 5 
+ Fobn | iii. 16. God ſo Lovxp the world, that HE 
| GAVE his only begotten Son. 
| Epbeſ. v. 25. CuRisrT alſo LOVED the Church, and 
Sa HIMSELF for it. 
XXIX. 


7 Eph. IV. 32. Forgiving one another, even as cop, 
for CHRIST'S SAKE, hath FORGIVEN you. 


& 
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| Col. iii. 13. Forgiving one another —even: as CARIST: 
' FORGAVE You. N 


. | 

T John vi, 38. I came down from heaven, Nor 
to do My OWN WILL, but the WILL of HTM am 
SENT ME. 


Maith. viii. 2. And behold ha came a Leper 
and worſhipped him, ſaying, LoRD, if THOU WILT 
thou canſt make me clean. And Ixsus ſaid, 

| (Ow) I wILL, be thou clean. "Th 
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py eiples upon earth.“ Eneas (ſays he) JESUS CHRIST 
ks * maketh thee Whole.” Mes ix. 34. b 
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XXXI. 


7 42 xiv. 29, 30. And now, - e 
"figs and wonders may be done by tn. NAME of 
THY HOLY CHILD JESUS, _ af, 


It ſeems here, that figns and wonders were not to be 


wrought by Feſus Chrift,. as the author of them; but by an 


higher power of the LORD, put into action by the name, 
Merits, or Interceſſion of the Holy Child Feſus. Vet St. 

Peter makes this ſame Fe ſus, though in heaven, the igime- 
diate author of the 2 gns and wonders wrought by his dif- if 


3 7 6 


XXXU. 
+ Matth. xx. 23. To sir on my right hand and on 
my left, is NOT MINE TO GIVE, but (i Hall be 
given) to them for whom it is prepared of My 
r 5 1 
Vet our bleſſed Saviour hes remnjifed eta: to 6 


this reward in his oon right —* © Toa him that overcometh will I 


«© GRANT 7 SIT with me in MY THRONE,” Rev. iii. 21. 
This is ſufficient to reſcue the text from any heretical uſe 
that may have been made of it. But ſtill there remains 
ſome difficulty, which, with God's help, I ſhall endeavour 
to clear up. It will appear to any perſon, not ignorant of 
Greek, that the original in this place does reſerve to Chriſt 


that act of power ond authority, of which the Engliſb ver- 


fron, by inſerting a few words, ſeems to have diveſted him. 
The Greek is this—ux e5iv £woy Touyzu—tt is not mine to giue, 
a ois nroHα , but to them fer whem it is prepared—< niſi 


„ quibus paratum eſt.” For in the eleventh verſe of the 
foregoing Chapter, there is an expreflion exactly parallel 


aN vis dedora.— ade they to whom it is given; ; or as Beza 
hath it“ ſed ii quibus datum.” Now there can be no 
grammatical reaſon, why we ſhould not take olg ro- 
nag in the ſame manner; and then the text will affirm 
what it now ſeems. to deny. For to ſay, that * cannot 
give 


| give any — reward, Aon fo ben # it is "ug f 
pared of his Father, 1s the ſame as to ſay, that bn he can 
and will give it; according to the common maxir Exe n 
probat regulam in non- excepti . 

The ſcope of the Text therefore, is to 6 law; hat 99 
can be granted even by Almighty power itſelf, where there 
s not a ſuitable merit or diſpoſition in the perſons h 
WE jim it. © God ſhall give this honourable place to thoſe; 
(for whom it is prepared by an invariable rule of juſtice; 
e whole victory of Faith being foreknown and accepted, a 
e ſeat is allotted them according to it.“ And the two paſ- 
Cages being laid together, ſupply us with this principle. 
s if our Saviour, who is the ſpeaker in both places, had 
aid—* Tho' it be not mine to give; yet, to him that over- 
( mth, will J (even I myſelf) grant to fit with me in ny 
„ Throne ; becauſe for him this ſeat is prepared.” It is not 
sing to a defect of power in the Trinity, or in any perſon 
r it, that the divine purpoſe cannot be changed; but be- 
E cauſe it is impoſſible for the power of God to break in upon 
Wc order of his diſtributive juſtice. And it is upon this 
xccount only, that we read of Chrift, Mark vi. * He 
s COULD there do NO mighty work.” For the power of 
Poing a miracle was always preſent with him; but the place 
eing improper becauſe of their unbelief, made the thing im- 
doſſible. In the ſame manner, that declaration of the Lord 
In Gen. xvii. 22. is to be accounted for, — Haſte thee, eſcape 
iber, for 1 C ANNOT 4 any thing till thou be come thither. 
. No man would hence conclude, that the hand' of God is 
Wtraitened, or his power limited; but only that he does, and 
by his own nature muſt, act 3 to the TR of 
things and perſons, known to himſelf, 


XXXIII. 


1 Cor. viii. 6. To- Us there's is but ONE don THE 
FATHER, © | 


If we compare this with that HA on of St, Pe i - 


„v. 28.—MY LORD, and MY GOD, we have the 
; * argument: 5 9 


'S To 


. . e | 
To us there is but one GOD, the FATHER, +», 
But ro vs 3880s CHRIST is 60D : therefore, Two 

pel has either preached luv Gods to un, one diſſint from io 

other: or that one God the Father is here the, name of g 

nature, under which Chrift himſelf, as Gad, is alſo com- 

prehended. And the eee eng 

: eier Places, 8 | exf . 5 $4 

* xxxIv. oY r 

+ + Math. xiii. 9. Call n no man your Pacher upan My 
. earth, for one. is YouR FATHER which 15 # 2 

ö beaven. "MER =_— 

Bid. v. 10. Neither . ye = 3 wont _ : 
- YOUR MASTER, even CHRIST. e iii. * 1 

which is in heaven. | D 


Dr. Carte has a particular Section *, wherein he pre- 3 
tends to have ſet down the Paſſages that -aſcribe the vip Wl 
Titles, Perfettions, and Powers, to the ſecond Perſon of the WAN 
Trini rinity. Yet he has wholly omitted the latter of theſe i 4 
verſes ; though by a rule of his own making, it allows to 
Chriſt an higher title than any other in the whole Scripture, = 
It is this ſame Author, who has laid ſo great a ſtreſs upon 
the word eig, one, which he has inſiſted 'upon it can ſignify 
nothing elſe, but one Perſon ; and the criticiſm is thought to 
be of ſuch uſe and imporance to his Scheme, that his book 
begins with it ; and in the courſe of his work it is repeated 
three times, nearly in the ſame words. But the Paſſage 
pow before us, if he had produced it, would have turned 
his own weapon againſt himſelf. For the word eis is here 

an attribute of Ghrift ; and if we argue from it in this place; 

as he has done in the other, it muſt prove, that one perſol 
only is our Mafter, and that this perſon is Chrift + which Wi 
_ excludes the Perſons of the Father and the Spirit from thi i 
honour of that title ; and ſo reduces that learned author 5 
reaſoning to a manifeſt abſurdity. 


5 | 5 Chap. ii. 5. 3 
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We are to conclude then, that as the Phraſe, on- Maſter, | 5 
bannot be meant to exclude the Father ; ſo neither does that 
©: þ other—one is good ( ſuppoſing that were the ſenſe of- the Greek) 
or, ene is your Father, exclude the perſon of Chrift. And if 
e reaſon of the thing teaches us that it cannoꝭ, ſo the Scrip= 
ture aſſures us in fact that it des not : the title of Father, 
being alſo aſcribed to the ſecond perſon of the Trinity. For 
Chriſt, the Alpha and Omega, Tays of himſelf— He that over- 
rometh ſhall inherit all things, and 1 will be HIS GOD, and 
he ſhall be MY SON *. | Iſaiah calls him—The Everlaſting 
FATHER *. And again it is written g are the CHIL- 
BDREN of GOD, being the children of the RESURREC- 
TION 3: But, ſays.Chrj/t—1 am the RESURRECTION +: 
therefore he is God, and hath s for his Children. If this 
be the caſe; the word Father cannot always be à name that 
3 Cod from another perſon of God z but is often to 
underſtood as a term of relation between God and Man: 
br as a modern Divine of our Church has well expreſſed it 
A word not intended for Cod the Father only, the Firft - 
* perſon of the Trinity; but as it is referred unto the 
© Creature, made and conſerved * God z in which ſenſe 71 . 
9 to the whole 7. init.“ 


E =: 9 5 
Fe xiv. 28. My rAarhfR is GrrareR than I. 


The two tie Articles will ſuiciently juſtify what 
the Church has aſſerted with a view to this paſſage— That 
Chrift is © inferior to the Father as touching his Manhood.” 
And the ſtream of the whole Scripture is againſt that uſe 
the Arians generally make of it; who ſtand in need to be 
reminded at every turn, that iti the perſon of Chrift, there is 
þ himan ſoul and body, the nature of a man, which as it 
annot lay claim to what is ſpoken of Chrift in unity with 
the Father, ſo muſt it receive to its own account whatever 
ems to degrade and disjoin him from the Father, It is 
= Indeed hard to ſay, which of the two hereſies is the moſt 


* Rev. xxi. 7. 2 ix. 6. 3 Luke xX. 36. 4 John xi. 25. | 
'E - unreaſonable 


unreaſonible and unſeri ptural; that Ft the Focinians, which E 
never conſiders Grit as any thing but a mere man ; or that Wl 
of the Ariant, who never look upon him as any gung but a a 

efpofititious Ged. Between theſe two groſs errors, lies the i 
true Catholic Faith; which as it allows him to be fern 
God and perfect man, is never offended, or put to its ſhifts, 
by any thing the Scripture may have faid about him mw 2 
Capacity. . 


; EE 
+ x Cor. xi. 3. The HEAD of Chriſt is Gov. 


The name Obriſ does here ſtand, as in other places ot 
& number, for the man Chriſt ; otherwiſe it muſt follow, 
that as Chriſt is God, God jade head of b:mſelf ; which is 
a contradiction ; or that ene God i is the head of —_ 
which allo is a contredidlien. 
This Text is capable of a good Hluftration from Graf 2 
ii. 15. where we read, that the heel of the promiſed ſeed 
| _ ſhould be bruiſed: by which the Church has always-under- 
ſtood the ſufferings of his human nature, metaphorically re- 
* preſented by che inferior part in man. So in this place, his 
Divinity or ſuperior nature is as aptly ſignified by the e 
1 * pou of the human body.. 


XXXVII. 


oP Mark) xili. 32. But of that day and hour 1 
no man, no not the Angels which are in heaven, 
neither THE SON, but THE FATHER, | 

It is declared of CErift in another place, that he rmcrenſd 
in wiſdom © : why ſhould it be incredible then, that during 
the whole term of his humiliation in the fleſh, ſomething 
ſhould ſtill be left, which as man upon earth he did not 
know? if you ſuppoſe him to be ignorant of this matter u 
God, how is it that St. Peter confeſſes him to be omniſcient, 
without receiving any rebuke for it, or being reminded a 
any particular exception ?!=LORD, thou — ALL 

THINGS ?®. * 

3 Luke ii. 52. | » johg xxi, 77. 


XXXVIIL 
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2 : Fob 1. 18. No ait SEEN. so at any tima. | 
. xiv. 8, 9. Philip faith unto him, Lord snzw 
vs run raTHER—haft thou not SEEN ME, Philip? 
be that hath en Mx, hath feen THE FATHER, | 


« Theſe words (fays Pr. Clarke) do not fgnify, that he 
_ who hath ſeen the Per/on of Chriſt, hath ſeen the perſon of 
SS Father.” No ſurely ; but that he who bath ſeen all 
t was viſible of Chriſt, hath ſeen the perſon, to whom 
joined that inviſible and divine Nature, which the Scrip- 
ot e has called by the Name of the Father. And to ſhew 
„r rin (though he was God manifeſt in the feſb *) is yet 
ich ii other than the ſame inufible Cod, whom no man hath or 
fee and live, we are told, that ** zuben he fball appear 
(glorified, not with any ſecondary divinity, but with — 
| FATHER's OWNSELF *) ww fhall le like him (Fa- 
ſhioned. like unto his own gloriqus bady *, and conformed to 
his Image *) for we ſhall SEE him * 183 whiſh n 
2 ever yet hath done. 5 
. XXXIX. | 
,. 27. But when he ſaith all things are 
114 put under him, it is manifeſt that yz Is 8XCEPISP 
_ (795 7 vreragarrog) which did put all things 
nder bim. And when al! things ſhall be SVR= 
_ DUD (wray) UNTO HIM 
phil. iii. 20, 21. We look for TEE SAVIOUR, the 
Lord JESUS CHRIST—who—1s ABLE even to SUB= 


DUE ALL THINGS (vreraga Ta warra) to HIMSELF. 


It is manifeſt, therefore; that the exception in the former 
t is not meant to ſet one Perſon of God above another Per- 


ent : of Ed; but only to.diſtinguiſh the Power of the Divine 
led of J ature from that of the human in its greateſt exallation. As 
ALLY 22 is man, all things are ſubdued unto him by ANOTHER 3 


; * x Tims l. 264 2 John xxii. . 3 Phil. ili. 21. + Rom. vi 89 
| E as 
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| himſelf: and this they prove, by emputing to C hriſt's muß YH 


cauſe is rather beholden to them, particularly in this lt 
Inſtance, for the oppoſition they have made againſt it ; inal. 1 
much as the objections they have drawn from the holy Serip - 


Jude 4. Denying the ov IV Lord cop, and out 


* RD * 
9 * — 
=> 9 oh . 
> . * CEN % [Ln MY 222 
< b f 4 
. 4 £24 
6 I 35 25 2 . - 
#5 - . | SON 
p n . * 7} 
. 
« 0 
| 3 
* Tet 1a 


75e Dio ity cl. 


as s Chrift i is Cad, he himſelf is that other, and able to > ſulla | 3 
2 things to HIMSELF. And this will be ſufficient to col. 


firm the Reader in what I have already obſerved, that the 
cauſe of Arianiſm borrows its chief. ſupport from the hun. 


dity— Man is inferior to God; therefore God is mmferior to 


what i is ſaid only of his humanity. 


I have now prefented to the Reader's conſideration th = 
moſt noted texts, which, under the management of Aria Wl 
*Secinian Expoſitors, ma may ſeem to have favoured their Doc. a 


trine. Many, I hope, wilt be of opinion, that the Catholic 1 5 


tures have directed us to ſome very clear proofs, which might 


otherwiſe have eſcaped our notice. If there be any other | 
Texts more for their purpoſe than what I have here ſnl 
down, they have my free confent to produce and enlarg 
upon them as much -as they pleaſe. In the mean time [| | ; b 
ſhall proceed to give the Reader ſome farther ſatisfaction, 3 : 

and endeavour to convince him, with the Bleſſing of God, 1 

that while Hereſy is obliged to glean up a few ſcattered paſ- Wl 
ages, hard to be underſtood, and for that reaſon, eaſy to 


be wreſted by men of perverſe inclinations ; the Faith of 
the Church has the ſuffrage of the whole Bible, ſpeaking WA 
in ſuch words as need not be refined upon by any metaphj· 
ſical Expoitcns but only applied and conſidered, 


XL. 5 


LORD JESUS CHRIST—Tov e derer Nee nah 
Kofios nur Inc ou Xpig or. | 


As there is no article before Kopuov, the firſt and 2 
comma are both meant of the ſame perſon ; and the plain 


1 


Hation of Chriſt in the fleſh. Search the very beſt of their : = | 
arguments to the bottom, by a diligent comparing of the Mi 
Sctipture with 7t/elf, and they all amount to this great abſur. WA 


Ihe Divinity: 4 1 
F-nſe, when freed from the ambiguity of the Engliſh verſion, 


con- M0 A s this— Denying the only Lord God and our Lord, Jeſus Chriſt. | 
1 nis literal ſenſe of the Greek may be ſupported by the 


darallel Greek of Phil. iv. 20. To de Sew au wa 1 Nh). 
here being here no article before war, it would be vio- 
ant and unnatural, to refer Neos to one perſon, and arp to 
E nother : whence Grotius pa raphraſes the expreſſion by 
I Deo qui IDEM , Pater ngfter ; and thus may the other be 


in Y ndered with equal ſtrictneſs and propriety donor m que 
5 m eft Kupigs ai,: and though we do not reſt the proof 
n the . EU f the Trinity on any ſingle paſſage, yet is the more natural 
an i nſtruction of this text very ſtrong and concluſive for it. 


| If this ſhould be denied, I think the ſenſe alſo is capable 
demonſtration. The words include this Propoſition 


* chere is, o e AELIOTHx, one Supreme Gavernour * : 
inal. ov if this term be applied to Chrift, it muſt follow that 


Serip- is that one ſupreme Governour, in the Unity of the Fa- 
might . But it is applied to him in the parallel place of 2 Pet. 
other 1. Ding (AESIIOTHN) the Lord that hath bought 
re ſet] 3 emM—Tov aryopacevre. avres, And if it ſhould be doubted, 
nlarg ether this latter text be meant of Chriſt, it is demon- 
ime ed by another —THOU woof? Hain, and bet BOUGHT 
tion] 1 ((myopaces) unto God by thy Blood *. If this chain of rea- 
God, ing be inverted, the force of it will be clear and unde- 
d pal. Able. 1. Chriſt hath bought us. 2. He that hath bought 
" 4 = is AESIIOTHS, the Lord, or ſupreme Governour. But 
aith 0 


iy, there is, o wovos AEZIIOTHZ, one * Supreme Go- 
=, nor. , Chrift is he. 

1 XLI, 
de 24, 25. Unto HIM that is able to 2 PRESENT 


vou faultleſs before the PRESENCE of His GLORY 
0 the ONLY WISE GOD our SAVIOUR. 


ſecond 
e plain 


ſenſe, 


e 0 1. 3.411. 2 Kev. v. 9. 
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- of Ori, and then, it is manifeſt, you contradict the oY 


Vithout being compared with the former. It implies, ti 


m. Divinly of b 


It is the FIERY who is able to preſent bs eee 
pie of his Glory: but Chrift is to preſent us, as memben 
of the Church in glory, to himſelf: therefore he is the only uſe 
| God, to whom alſo appertains the preſence of is for that 
is no other than his own preſence, himſelf. | 

This is another expreſs Inftance, that 2 Je, the mi 
2 is not God in one perſon, but the Unity of the Trinth. 
For if you confine this phrafe; with the 4rians, to the fingh 
Perſon of the Father, then of courſe you exclude the perſm 


ture. For though it be affirmed in this place, that the oi 
wiſe God is to preſent us before his ow preſence, yet the ſume 
is elſewhere expreſſed by Chriſt preſenting us to om 
Which is no way to be accounted for, unleſs you belief 
Chriſt to be à partaker in the Being, attributes, and offices of 
the one, undivided, only wiſe Gad, our Saviour. Thing the 
is no farther difficulty. 


N.. wy 

Eph. iii. 2, 3.— The Diſpenſation of the Grace a 
Gop, which is given me to you-ward : How hall 
BY REVELATION HE ( God) made known unto me ] 
the myſtery. ; 

Gal. i. 12. I neither received i it of msn, neither 
was I taught it, but By rue REVELATION Off ; 
JESUS CHRIST. 


XLII. ; 


I Kings v viii. 39. Trov, even THOU ONLY KNOWES 
the HEARTS of all the children of men. 


This, it ſeems, is the en of God ONLY :; but th 
God is ant; ; for ſays he, 


Rev. ii. 23. All the Chutches ſhall know chat! 
am n which ſearcheth the reins and HEARTS. 


Indeed this latter verſe ſpeaks plain enough- for il 


Oe =O 8 0 


' Q 


uni WY art. = 
WF there is one ad who kt the. hearts of men, and that 
Os is be. And the Greek will very well bear it; as the 


. oe 
IC" 
> th A 


mber | T earned reader will eaſily perceive. It is thus—eyw «yu © 
ly wiſe er OR is 0 epeunan, ane that ſearcheth , but—eye 1 


r that 


e 
fog 
perm 
en 
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= | XLIV: | 3 
1 2 Pet. i i. 1 great and precious promiſes, "4 
that by theſe you might be (Stag X0tywy0y Puorws) 
PARTAKERS of the DIVINE NATURE.. 


Hebr. iii. 14. For We arc made (Arrex os * Xpicw) 
PARTAKERS of cHRIST, if we hold the beginning 


of our confidence (in the precious 8 of 
God) ſteadfaſt unto the end. 


What St. Peter propoſes, as the and of our hope in the 
promiſes, is to be partakers of the divine Nature : but this, ac- 
cording to St. Paul, is to be partakers Chriſt; therefore 
Chriſt is in or of the Divine Nature; the ſame Alnigbiy 
Cad and Lord, who declared to Abrabam— I am thy Shield, 
"his a iy EXCEEDING GREAT REWARD *®. 80 that 

u theſe being compared together, are deciſive for the Catholic 
mig Hemoouſian Doctrine, at which the Arians, from the Council 
of Ni to this very day, have been ſo grievouſſy offended. 
ithet And it has not been without reaſon. For if the word Con- 
x or ////artia! be applicable to the Perſon of Griſt, it makes 

- = ſhort work with their Hereſy. To this end, it was fixed 

_ and agreed to by the Biſhops of the whole Chriſtian 
World *, as the moſt proper Bar and Badge of diſtinction 
wil | between 


| T Gen. xvii. 1. 2 xv. 1. 

* 1 ſay, of the Whole Chriftian World: though a late Author calls this 
Occumenical Council, ſummoned for the condemnation of Arius, a famous cone 
4 tft; as if one half of the world had been divided againſt the other. And 
he ſays, it was © determined by a majority of near Ne nty to one; whereas, in 
truth, there were but five out of tbree hundred and eigbicen, who denied the 

y F Catholic Faith. 1 mention this to ſhew how ſome things may be repreſented 
itſe by ſome ſort of people, wie they are not Wu 
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| T% Dionity of Chrift.. 
between the Arians and themſelyes. But they object, FR 


the term is not ſcriptural ; nay, there are ſome, of no ordi- 
| nary figure amongſt them, who have not ſtuck to call it an 


invention of Popery * ; though it is well known, that at the 


time this was adopted by the Church, there was no ſuch 
thing as Popery in the world. But the name is found to be 


of great uſe in amuſing weak people, who have no ready 
ock of learning to contradict them, and, in ſome caſes, 


fear, no good deſire of being better informed. Who can 


think it a notable proof of their zeal as Prateſtants, that they 


take a pleafure in ſeeing their poor Mother, the Epiſcopal 


church of England, the honour of the Reformation, and the 
dread of Popery, painted and dreſſed up for a Jezebel, by men 


of her own houſhiId ; who have ſhipwrecked their Conſciences 
by ſubſcribing Articles they never believed, and are growing 


fat upon the proviſion allotted by the Providence of God, 

only to ſupport the Church in her Journey through this 
world to the kingdom of heaven. A ſight that would raiſe 
the indignation of a Mahometan'! and almoſt move a Pap! 2 - 


himſelf to pity and pray for us | 
But I hope there are ſome few among the favourers- of 


Arianiſm, who are not gone quite ſo far out of the way, and | 


would be aſhamed of ſuch low and baſe artifices, as can 
only ſerve to expoſe and diſcredit their cauſe with any man 


of common learning and honeſty. To theſe I addreſs my- 


ſelf : and now the Scripture | is before us, let me aſk them a 
plain queſtion or two. Is not the word Eſſence or Sub/ance 
of the ſame ſignification with the word nature © and have 


not the Fathers of the Church thus expounded it? and is not 


this phraſe— the ſame nature as concluſive for the Divi- 
nity of Chriſt, as that other—of the fame Subſtance ® why 
then ſhould that * of the Nicene Creed be thought 


reſt to impoſe upon you. What would you think of a man, who vali been 
preſent at an Afi 7ze, ſhould bring a report of it home to his family, and tell 


them he had been at a famous Conteft, where there was a majority of near ten | 


ury-men, ſix witneſſes, and a CO h the criminal ? See * 15 an 


SY on 2855 P. 97 10. Re. 
__ I Efſayon $ptrit p. 151, 
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1 


ol kin to it, that the Arians muſt be ſenſible they could gain 


| nothing by the Exchange ? for the divine Nature, we all 


agree, can be but one ; three divine natures of courſe making 
three different Gods. But the Scripture, compared as above, 


has afferted Chr; n to be of this divine Nature. And if people 


were once perſuaded of that, all farther diſputes about the 
word Conſubſtantial would be at an end. But peace and 
unity for Chriſt's ſake, is 2 bleſſi ing of which God has de- 
prived this Church for the puniſhment of it's ſins; and ag 
we do not ſeem to be in any poſture of repentance, it is to 


be feared he will never reſtore it to us again in this world ; - 


but ſuffer us to go on from bad to worſe, till the meaſure i i : 


filled * = 


XLV. 


It is a rule, laid don by St. Paul, that GOD FEE 
by HIMSELF, for this reaſon, becauſe he can ſwear by NQ 
GREATER. Heb. vi. 1 3: 


But Chr:/? has frorn by himſelf : 

Ifai. xlv. 23. I have ſworn by M YSELF,—that unto 
me every knee ſhall- bow, every tongue ſhall 
ſwear. | 
Which wards ſeg . with M's xiv. IO, 11. are 
proved, to be the words of Qriſt.— Mie ſhall all fland before 


the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt ; For it is written, as I live, ſaith 
the Lord, every knee ſhall bow to me, and every tongue ſhall con- 


* unto God. 


Criſt, therefore, has 8 by HIMSELF: ſo that if 


the Apoſtle's rule be applied, he muſt for this reaſon be 
GOD, and therg can be no GREATER. 


XLVI. 


Nb. iv. 8. When ne (Chrift) aſcended up on W 


he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto 
men, © £0 
—_ Yet 
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3 3 nt. 
Vet the Seripture here referred to, ed affirms the 
perfor who aſcended, ke. io be the Lord God. 


Pf lxviii. 17, 18. The chariots of 60D are twenty 
thouſand, even thouſands of Angels: the LoD 
is among them, as in Sinai, in the holy Place. 
Tuou haſt aſcended on high, Þ HOU ba led *. 
vity captive, c. 

| XIII. | 

Heb. ix. 20. This is the Blood of the TESTAMENT 


which 60D hath enjoined you. 
Bid. v. 16. Where a TESTAMENT is, there muſt 


alſo of neceſſity be the prarn of the TESTATOR, 


Gad is a Teftator : but, argues the Apoſtle, every Teſſalar 
muſt die, before the laſt Will or Teſlament enjoined by him, 
can be of force. Therefore, if you keep cloſe to the terms, 
the natural concluſion is, that GOD, being a Tzfater, ſhould 
die, to make way for the execution of his Teſtament. But it 
being impoſſible that the divine nature of God ſhould be 
capable of Death; it follows, that the perſon who was capa» 
dle of Death, and did die as a man, was alſo God the Teftator. 
And it is to expreſs the ſtrict and perfect union of the wo 
natures in the ſingle perſon of Chriſt, that what is true only 
of one, is predicated of both. Of this, two more examples 
mall be added in the articles that immediately follow. 


| XLVIII. | | | 
Now: v. 9. Tnov waſt ſlain, and haſt ene us 
to 60D by ThY BLOOD. 
A diſtinction is here obſerved between the two natures 
of Chrift : and the act of redeeming us by the ſhedding of his 
Blood is aſcribed to the Lamb, the Maſſiab's Humanity. But 
in another place it is imputed to his Divinity — Led the 


Church of GOD, which he hath purchaſed with HIS OWN 
BLOOD *: not that Ga, ſtrictly pany has any blood 


1 Ae. Xx. 21. | 9 — ſag 
„ = 


of bis eum to ſhed ; but that he who ſhed his blo6d for us, 


| as man, was God as well as man: or, in other words, that 


Cad and man were united in the ſame perſon ; ſomething being 
predicated of God, which cannot poſſibly be true without 
ch an union. So again | | 
6: 
Zech. xii. 4.—In that day faith uE LorD—v. 10. 
—they all look on ME whom they have PER ED. 
But, . to the * St. Jobs, this Py 
faith, 
Fobn xix. 37. They ſhall look on HIM (Chr! 55 


whom they have PIERCED. 


As it ſtands in the Prophet, the Lord (Fehouah) was to be 
pierced. So that unleſs the man Chriſt, who hung upon the 


- 


| Croſs, was alſo the Lord Jehovah, the Evangeliſt is found 


to be a falſe witneſs, in applying to him a 9 that 


could not poſſibly be fulfilled? in — 


Phil. i. to. That ye my F ſincere and without 
offence, till the DAY of RIS Tr. 

2 Pet. iii. 12. Looking for and haſting t to the 
— of the par of GOD. 


. 


** 


Jai. x. 10. Behold, the Lon co will co. 


HIS REWARD IS WITH HIM 
Rev. xxii. 12. Behold, 1 (Feſus) co quickly, 


and MY REWARD IS WITH ME. 


_ ten fo core LORD JESUS. 
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Taz DIVINITY os THE HOLY GHOST, 15 


"Ho 
Jobn ji. 6. To wEYEvemevoy EK T8 DveyucrrO%—That 


which is BORN or the $8PIRIT. 


1 Jobn v; . a EK TS ; Oce—whatſoever 
1s BORN OF GOD. 8 
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The ſame individual att of divine Grace, viz. that of our : 
ſpiritual birth, is aſcribed, without the change of a ſingle | 
Letter, to Gad, and to the Spirit. Some capacity then there 
muſt be, wherein the Scripture makes no diſtinction between 
God and the Spirit: —and this is what the Scripture itſelf 
calls the divine nature; under which God and the Spirit are 
both eq * comprebended.. | | 


| II. 
AFs xiii. 2. The nor v cnosrT ſaid, ſeparate Ms 
Barnabas and Sau! for the work whereunto 1 
HAVE CALLED them. 


Hebr. v. 4. No man taketh this honour to himſelf, 25 
but he that is ALLE D of GOD. 


The ſhorter way is to aſk this ſame Saul, who it was that 
appointed im to the work of the miniſtry ? and his anſwer is 
no other than this—Pau! CALLED to be an Apoſtle, SE. 


PARATED unto the Geſpel—By the commandment of GON | 
OUR SAVIOUR®*. 


Rom. i. 1. . and 1 Tim. i. 1 


ul, 


. Divinity SY the ** 6. 
F 


HARVEST, that HE will SEND: FORTH er 
into his harveſt. | 


Adds xiii. 4- BN > they "NE. SENT FORTH BY THE 


+ 


In this at of ſend; ing farth Labourers upon the work of 


the Goſpel, the Holy Ghoſt is proved to be the Lord of the 


Harveſt, to whom Chriſt himſelf has directed us to PRAY. 


| Wherefore, they are not to be heard, who adviſe us to alter 


the third petition in the Litany ; ; a work, to which I am ſure 


the Holy Ghoft hath not called us, and ſuch as will never r be 


_ conſemes to by ny Labourers or is N 


IV. 

Luke ii. 16. And it was revealed unto him (ore!) 
BY the HOLY GHosT, that he ſhould not ſee 
Death, before he had ſeen the Lord's Chriſt. 

Bid. v. 28. And he BLESSED GOD, and ſaid, LORD 
now letteſt thou, thy ſervant Ms A in Pract, 
according to THY WORD. * 


This word, was the word of the Hay Ghoft ; who 9 
fore is intitled to the context, and is Gd and Lord to he 


bleſſed or praiſed ; not under any imaginary reſtriftions and 


limitations, according to a certain degree of Power delegated 


to him, an evaſion you will meet with in ſome modern 


writers ; but the Scripture, and common reaſon inſtructed 
by the Scripture, diſclaim and abhor it, as an inlet to all 


ſorts of —— 


"I ſet 2 the prepoſition, becauſe it ſlays the Arian with his. own wea- 


pon. It ſhews the prime agency and authority\i in this affair to have been that 
of the Haly Gbeft, acting in his own right, and not as the miniſter or inflrument 
of an higher power; for then, according to them, it ſhould have been Fa. 


For my own part, I lay no ftreſs upon it; becauſe I perceive, upon a review 


of the Scripture, that theſe two prepoſitions are uſed indiſcriminately. 


= v. 


— 
. . 
- 5 4 
* : 
4 


"I 3 1 


Marth: ix. 38. Pray ye therefore the LORD or e 


1 mer ot noc. 
IN, „. 


3 e drellck s 


with you, and hall be 22 you. 
I Cor. XIV. 25. wow i is IN YOU of a rrarh, 


2 Tin im. iii. 16. All Scripture i is given * INSPERA- 


ION of o. 
2 Pel. i. 21. Holy . ſpake as they men 
'MOVSD BY the HOLY GHOST. | 
zur vii 45. Jr is written in the prophets, and 
they ſhall be all TAvGHT of Gop, 


1 Cor. ii. 13. Not in the words which man's Wa 
dom teacheth, but which the HOLY Gnopr [ 


TEACHETH, 


This latter verſe 3 prove the Huy Ghoſt to "I Gut by 
riſer : for 1 cannot find that nan, in the ſtyle of the Scrip- 


ture, is ever oppoſed in this manner to any being but God only. 


Iwill ſubjoin a few examples of it. 


John i. 13. Nor of the uill man, but of God. 


1 Thell. iv. . He therefore that deſpi ifeth, deſpiſeth nat may, 


but God, 
Rom. i. 29. Wheſeprajje in not J men, but of God. 
VIII. 
Ads v. 3. Why hath Satan filled chine heart to 
LYE.to the HOLY GHOST ? 


Did. v. 4.—Thou haſt not LED unto men, Wo 


unto GOD. 


Dr. Clarke affirms, that te the Perſon of the © Hol Ghoft 


« is no where. in Scripture expreſsly ſtiled Grd.” And then 
adds by way of authority“ ſee the Text, No. 66 1. And 
— would you fuppoſe this to be: why, i it is no oe 


8 xxxli, 


. than 


The Divinity of th OY «ae 
| than that of e ee Alt Mk "The 
Doctor refers us to it, becauſe he has added eee 
Comment to help us to undenſland it, I ſuppoſe; though a 
2 ſee the force of it without any Comment at all. 

The ſubſtance of all he has ſaid may be reduced to this 
« Ananias lyed to God, becauſe he lyed to the Apoſtles, in 
whom God dwelt by his Spirit.” Thus he has tried to vate 
it; even by producing one proof of the Holy Ghaft's Divi- 
nity, as an anſwer. to another. For if the Scripture aſſures 
us that Cod dwelleth in us; and our only argument for it is, 
becauſe the Spirit dwelleth in us; who can the Spirit be, but 
Gd himſelf? as it is proved in 1 following Article. But 
before we proceed to it, I mult beg the Reader to obſerve 
how he has uſed and repreſented Athanaſius's opinion upon 
this text. © Athanaſius himſelf (ſays the Doctor) * 
« this text in the ſame manner: He that lyed (faith he) to the 
« Holy Gheft, hed to GOD, WHO dwelleth in men by his 

| © Spirit. For * where the Spirit of God is, there is GOD.” 
The difference, then, between this author and St. Athanaſius, 
is no more than this: the former takes occaſion to deny that 
the Holy Ghoſt is GOD, the latter to prove it, and both from 
one and the ſame text; which, if you believe the Datter, | 
they have explained in the Jame manner. | 


IX. 
[ Jun Hi. 2T. Beloved, if our heart condemn us 
not, then have we confidence toward cop. 
Ibid. v. 24. And hereby we know that uE -abideth 
In us, by THE SPIRIT which he hath given us. 
The Apoſtle's reaſoning is this“ The Spirit abideth in 
« us; and hereby we know that He (God) abideth in us.” 
But unleſs the Spirit be a perſon in the Unity 7 Ga, the 
concluſion 1s 2 falſe. = 
5 N X. 5 =” 
1 Gr. ili. 76. The TEMPLE of 60D is holy, » which | 
temple are'yYE. | 


1 No. 66. 2 OU yag 101 To Ni TE * tnt 85 0 GEO Z. 


A 1 Gre 


r 3 2 


r 
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into the wilderneſs to meet his adverſary, and be tempted by, 


64 The Divinity of the Holy 0 | 
x Cor. vi. 19. Know ye not, that your BODIES ate | 
the TEMPLE of chen HOLY GHOST 2 2: 2:50 

8 e 


Ir. iv. I. Then was Feſus LED op (i) By 
.* SPIRIT; to be TEMPTED, &. 
Like xi. 2.4. OUR FATHER which art in hes 

| VEN=SLEAD us not into TEMPTATION; P- 


Is it not my ; buſineſs in this place to ſhew particularly i in 
what manner and for what end God leads us into temptation; 
That it is no way inconſiſtent with the divine attributes, is 

plain from the caſe now before us: for Feſus was led wy up 


1 


him. And it is alſo plain from that petition in the Lord's 
Prayer, that our father which is in heaven would not lead us 
into temptation: 7 being needleſs and abfurd to pray that 
God would not do, what by the neceſſi ity of his nature, it is 
impoſlible for him to do. In this caſe, God is not the 
tempter : he only introduces us to the trial; and always pro- 
vides, if we have the grace and N to embrace it, 1 
way for our eſcaping, that we may be able to bear li. 

But when Jeſus was tempted, the leading him into temptation 
was the act of the Holy Spirit. Therefore as often as we 
repeat the Lord's Prayer, we addreſs ourſelves incluſively to 
the Perſon of the Hpirit, under the one name of OUR FA- 
THER; and certainly, he alſo is our Father, of whom we 
are c and born, even of the Spirit : and again, as man 
as are LED by the SPIRIT of God, they are the SONS 


Cod. Rong. 1 viii. K. See Art. I. of this Chapter. 3 hoy 
thin 

XII. 6 5 55 

2 


2 Cor. i. 3. Bleſſed be 60D, even the 60D of Fer Fl 
COMFORT. 1 I | 
If all ſpiritual Comfort (ſent from lte be of Cad, bon *1] 
is it conſiſtent, that the churches had reft—<—uwalking in itt 
COMF ORT OF te HOLY GHOST *, unleſs the Hi Jobn 1 


f 1 Acts i x. 3 
2 ” S. 


es, 4. N 
«4 7 ad * N 
D af k 1 
y 8 5 8 * "Os ; 
* * 7 
\ Nr N 2 e - 
Cs Eh a * 
ag 9 , SS 2% 
5 n by N * ny” 
* 79 
| 5 
2. «Da 10 f 
4 185 


Gf be; A — in the (age of "Got? _—_ _ HOOD * "= 
ſtyled by way of Eminence, THE Comforter, 1 ba. 6 
a God diſtin from him, Who claims that Title? for then 
he is not the Cotiforter, but ine of the tuo; and two divine" ; 
Comforters, like wo ghet, would make 7wo Gods ; "which 
is not a principle” of Chriſtianity, but of heathen Ta6latr 5 
And _ le 1 n . We as to DN of his 5 
THE SpikI Te, 1. © the true Ra: Funes A g and- , 
Father of all other Spirits. Yet we are told that Cd iss 


1 in 

5 Surits: ſo that unleſs the Spirit be alſo God, we muſt be- - 

es, is lieve in 7s ſupreme, diſtinct, and independent Spirits. And 

440 up thus we Juſtly” argue for the Divinity of Chriſt; that 5 | 

4 by Wl cauſe GOD 15 LIGHT", and Chr is THE LIGHT", 
Lord's therefore, he. is and mult be Cod; even 8 e * * T 
* 1 becauſe he 4 is the TRUE Light *. 5 | F : 
Foy ... 2 een WE ea. 

1 oh I Cot. i 1 11 1 we" man wy: he things 8 

s pro- of a- man, ſave the SPI RT of a man which is In” 


HIM? EVEN: 80.the things of G0D p knoweth (edle) 5 
none but the. SPIRIT oF. Gp. „ 


8 EEE Mu: . . J 
The Fiel by 4 a man Knows the things 177 a 5 for ak | 
reaſon, becauſe it is in im. For the ſame reaſon, the Spirit ; 
of God knows the things of God, becauſe it is in the God. 
lead; than which nothing farther need be deſired to prove 


the co- entialiiy of the Ha Ghoft 7. If you take it other- 


80 wiſe, Gre e p che two alles? For 
how ſtrange would it be to lay—the human Spirit knows the 
things of a man, becauſe | it is in him; EVEN SO, the 
Wy 2 Spirit knows the things of Ged, becauſe it is out of 
f ALL This text beings. _ _ to a * ile. The 
1 0 ward; Jobs xiv. £1 Rio, 1 5 v. 6. | 3 John iv. 24 
1 John i.: 5. 5 John i. 4, 7, 8. EYES 45 2 


7 The Scripture uſes the ſame Uh dey to Chl the co-2/ſentiality of Chris | 
Jobn xiv. 11. Ian (EN ww et In the Father. And xii. Im God * glo- 
5 bim (EN * In Himſe!, . | 
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1 „rer the 


and the Goſpel, the only object is the Lord! eur 0 


; the truth hs Le ioeds" $6 P. „ but 
that of fee to receive the OO as 1 infallible 53 


baff i it to aig 17 6 once +6 come openly to deny | 
they are no longer Arians, but infidels of ae e 10 


"tions with whom a different 18 is to be taken. 
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3 cf 
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Deut. vi. 36. and Matt. i iv. 


Aas v. 9. How is it that yeh have agreed 3 
. the 851 RIT- 0 1 the LORD ?. . 1 3 5 Mi : 
The Spirit i is here fubſtitured ; as 9 25 object of * Mantle 

cular act of diſobedience, of which, according to the Law 


fore the Splrit is the Bord our G. by 

Dr. Clarke denies that in * any. pl * 1 1 el 
«© any mention made ef any SIN againſt: the Holy Gholt, bit 
« only of a BLASPHEMY *.” He that can diſtinguiſh 
BLASPHEMY. from SIN, wſt_ be an acute reaſoner ;. 
when it is of. all fins the greateſt. But is it 


ee ene wes 
y s. D. p. 112. 


— 


* 


F 
A 


telly > Gs to 5 to Him, 10 grieve. 995 * temp? 
bim why then did. the Lord fwveax in his ure againſt 
* thoſe. that grieved kim, if it were no SIN? and why, Was . 
that commandment given in the Law, thou ſhalt nat” tet 
the Led thy G Aud if the Spirit be tempred, is dot b,. 
Spirit. the obje& offended” by that rempration #- this is the very bw 
thing that learned man was afraid of. He would Ave | 
5 proved bl ſphemy. to be no "Sing. leſt the Spirit ſhould appear - 
o be the abjac? of Sin; for that would have. proved him, to | 
be God, the author 5 giyer of the Law: and that, aga again, e 
would have . ak Pure . ths 8 8 WD : 
was, 3 „„ „„ . 
en. vi. * "4 and the rob ſis; MY” SPIRIT: hal * -. 
not e dee e — 56 
Tie $817 i La Niobe with the Inbsbitrts or the 
eld world, den to reclaim them by grace, and 
waiting long for their "repentance. But this is called, 1 Per. 
li. 20. the en er GH * that uur a in the MS 


Lake 20. I I with the neon of 009: cof 
The bea an ce "RY Ma atthe Gott has je . . 


Motth. xis 28, If 1 winh the SPIRIT of cop caſt 
eu deuils. . 0 Io <2 LY Us oy 
TH Tie finger of Gu is 2 8 ee for the | 
 W immediate power and agency of God: and to ſay that Devils 
we were ruſt aut by the finger of. Cod, i is the ſame as to ſay, that 
they were caſt out by Gal hinfelf. But it appears from the 
r 5. text of St. Matthew, that this particular act of the finger of 
God, that is, of God himſelf, was the aQ of * rr! 
r UE | 
he Le 3 Eph. iv. 30. : 
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HG hand! 77 the Lon 509 M 
and HE: x. (the Lord Ca 5 


. forth the fort F an h. LN Took me. by: a loc 
the SPIRIT: tif me 


0 


the | Spirit, do both belong to the lame. wif.” For thor ph 
a bu ot we tet Wie 7 pos RAE 
_ 2 Lord os who. 12 1 the form of doi ti 


" is the LORD GOD. ar 
* : : EE OS 2 | 8 0 W l R ES * e f! 


At iv: 2 2521] their voice to Güd 

with one accord, and faid, tors, bon art do 2 
which baſt made heaven and earth, and the. 
A and all that therein is. Wno * the mouth of. 
| fervant David has Jad," dec. - 12 Rs TY We oF + 


- 5% iis YORD tos GOD ur lara" ane IN 
the Divinity of him, who ſpake by the mouth of his ſervant. 25 
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dance of all e can be falk upon the weed * 
40 enfiliunt ft Dei Patris, Fi, & Spiritus &. 
(i they) i conſultation of God: the Father, 9 wh and the 
' Hay, Cee it fhall” by, — to be lo, in a proper 
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e a. 1 75 dhe e an . but | 
only to ſhow how-clear the-caſe an 1 "ip 
whole mind is without prejudice. . An —— 
have attempted to conceal Auch evidence as this under an 
heap of critical -rubbiſh, yet if we are to come 49. no.xeſo- 
lutian till, thoſe who diſlike: dArine of a Trinity have 
done diſputing about the words that convey it, the day of 
judgment itſelf would find us undeterinined. And if we: 
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"= a the bs Na 4 Deus revelati ſunt 
Z 20d, they. appeared, or were: reutaled to_ hm. 80 Wo; in. 
Nrn. Vi. 229 dae "1/rael "whom God went. ta redeem ; 

4 original is verunt Deus ad redimendum ; the, 

va 9 50 in che Plural, A celebrated Latin tranſlator * "1 : 

the Old T eftament has ventured, to render it—drrun | 5 

4 redimendum;s : bt in Latin is not anſwerable to B 

3 the Hebrew 40 and, in ſtr{&neſs, may betfiought to counte- 

THE > nance the notion of Frithei/m, or a plurality of Gods; which | pn 

is abhorrent from the-expreſs dodtring of the ne; and 

- againſt which the name £lohim is purpoſely guarded; by its 

being connefted | ſo vey; often with . NO . * 

the | 7 =. i . b 5 kf WV . N . 
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* In che es 1 1 i XE 
God connected with plural 's wet : it is kw . to a — 
aufectiur, whole termi ination is the fame with/its'own ; * 


1 2 5 

the original has it E Deus propingui= 

* who'are e ner. Another 1 of which we have in 
God! or theiHebrew reads it. Deus ſanQi ip/e,—he i 


God "who are holy ones. And again, T. al. Wii. 12. Doubt- 


leſs there is a God that judgeth the earth; the Hebrow of 
which is Deus judicantes in fer Ton? * e. ety . ah 
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ſons) 0b are judging 7 in the earth. n 9 55 & we | 4 . 


1 * Pagninus in his is nterlineary verſion a publiſhed by Montane. 
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VIII. 


Several other nouns there are beſide the name Elim, ad 
well adjective as ſubſtantive, that are ſet down in the plural 
gumber, where it cannot be denied that the Being of God is 
to be underſtood by them. | 
Mal. i. 6. If I be a MASTER, bete 18 my feat ? The 
Heb. is 21278 Adonim, in the pliral—If. I tm maſters, &c. > 
ci. liv. 5. For thy Maker is thine huſband, the Lord of 
22 is his name. Here alſo the Hebrew ſubſtantives for | 
thy maker and thy huſband, are both plural—pwy PD. And 
to prove that pw? cannot ſignify thy mater, in the ſingular 
number, it is alſo found connected with the word Fehovah 
in its ſingular form, without the » inſerted; as in Hai. li. 
13. And forgette oft the Lord thy maker—vy nm. | 
| Eel. xii. 1, Remember thy Creator in the days of thy 
put, &c. The Hebrew of which is Remember m DD 
 tly Creators, in the plural. And there is nothing ſtrange im 
this, when we can prove ſo eaſily that the-world and all | 
men in it were created by a Trinity. 
Inſtead of the uſual names of God, adjeftives expreſſing 
ſme divine attribute are very frequently ſubſtituted : and 
theſe alſo occur in the plural, as in the following examples. 
Prov. ix. 10. The fear of the is the beginning of 
wiſdom, and the knowledge (wp) of the HOLY ONES 5 
under Randi ing. Another inſtance of which may be found in 
5 Chap. xxx. 3. ſee alſo Hoſea xi. 12. in the Hebrew, xii. 1. 
. Eecl. v. 8. There be HIGHER han they. The Hebrew 
W i; (S723) high ones, in the plural : and is underſtood even 
by the Fews themſelves to mean the holy and blefſed God: 
Junius and Tremellius put altiſſimus in their text, but acknow- 
ledge the Hebrew to be alti—plurale pro 85 ingulari fee 
nyferiam C. Triados notans. 
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Pſalm lxxviii. 25. Man did PT Angels AL. 


The word ( N migbty ones, is never uſed for Angels; 
and muſt in this place hignity God, for the two following 
8 1. Becauſe Abir in the ſingular x ſeveral times 

E uſed 


"uſed abſolutly as a name of God ; whoi is called 7222 
the mighty one of [ſrael, and A Jacob, the mighty ene 
Jacob. Gen. xlix. 24. Hſal. exxxit. 2. where the LXX 


which in the Pſalm itſelf is called the bread of the migh 


; . iv. 26. And e THEY. commanded t to lean 


ſaid to they commanded. And though the words of the curſ 


or of any created beings : therefore this watcher could be ng 
| theſe verbs and nouns from the ſingular to the Plural, e 


many. "Wy are to collect from it, that in this, as in eve 
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way . 8 


. 
_; 
Y ode 

have rendered it Oeos. 2. Becauſe our bleſſed Saviour, i I 
diſcovrſing upon the la, Jebn vi 3123, quotes wi 
part of the Pſalm, and calls that the bread of God from heave 5 
BE 
FA 
S Vt 
3 ; 0 he bapti 
. 8 mention 
* n. 
erttoc 
5 : $ qu un 
3 Wi. 0. 


Therefore Airim is put for R, and is n in the one 
becauſe God is paged 8 


/ 


IX. 


the ſtump of the tree- roots, &c. + te. 


At the r3th verfe of this Chapter we read only of o 
watcher or holy one coming down from heaven, of whom ! 
is ſaid that HE cried—leave the ſtump of his roots in the earth 
Yet the number is here very remarkably changed from ki Nav, v. 
dad, 
hono 


upon Nebuchatnezzar were pronounced by A watcher an 
: 3 ſer 20 


An hely one, in the ſingular; nevertheleſs, at the cloſe of th 
ſpeech, this matter is declared to be by the decree of / 
WATCHERS and the demand by the word of the HOLY 
' ONES *. Now it is very certain that the judgments 0 
God are not founded upon the decree and word,of Angels 


. Here: 
3 Ge 
the h 
mat. 
e 
aral 


3 lnſelf | 


0 
be accounted for upon no other principle: it is a caſe t. [ mig 
which there is no parallel in any language, and ſuch as cali 


s paſſ 
be reconcileable only to the Being of God, who. i is ene or ſp 


created angel, but a perſon in the Lord Jehquah, who con 
deſcends to watch over * his people, and is called the 4 
of Iſrael; that neither Aumbereti nor ſeepeb. The change 0 


* 
- - f 


act of the Godhead; there was a conſent and coneurrenc 
of che perſons in the Trinity; ; and png there was on 


8 Ver. 17. Compare this with Prov. ix. 10. cred in No, VIII. er dl 
chapter. Jer. l. 28. 22 


oY 


2 The Puh and Hinty o Porjom..” 3 
wh who ſuake, it was the word and decree of all. There 
n inſtance of this fort in the New-Teſtament. ; The 

Whiciples of Chr! 54 were commanded to baptize in the name 
„% Father, and f the Son, an of the Holy Ghoſt. And, 
out doubt, the baptiſm they adminiſtered was in all 
. xrccable to the preſcribed form. Nevertheleſs we 
[ 3 * told of ſome, who were commanded to be baptized in 
I 77% the Lord *, and particularly, in the name of the 
| Fſus *: ſo that there was a ſtrange defect either in 
'2 I Wi: baptiſm itſelf, or in the account we have of it; or the 
rntion of one perſon in the Trinity muſt imply the pre- 

ee, name, and authority of them all; as the paſſage is 
1 : ese by Lrenzus—in Chriſti nomine fu ubauditur qui unxit, 
| Ws unctus oft, & pſa uncrio in qua unctus ft. Lib. oo 

* 7 ; * 20. | 

—_ 5 WM 

4 2 v. 18. The moſt high cov gave to Nei- 
dbadnexzar a un and majeſty and glory and 
honour. 


E *. 20. And THE 1 his glory from lien 
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Here again, the word they is a plain relative to the meoft 
$ 25 G:id, Nor can it otherwiſe be agreeable to the ſenſe 
e hiſtory, or the reaſon of the thing itſelf, conſidered - 
. &2 matter of fact. For who was it that 20 away the glory 
3 the king? It was not the work of men, but a ſuper- 
aral act of the mot high God; to whom Nebuchadnezzar | 
1 Winſclf bath aſcribed 3 that walk in * HE : is able 
I Wh baſe. . : 
- 3 | | might here ſubjoin i in proof of a plurali , thoſe nume- 
2 paſſages of the Old Teſtament, wherein God is ſpoken 
F or ſpeaks of himſelf, as of more perſons than one. I will 
3 noduce a few of them, to ſhew that ſuch are not wanting. | 
. xix. 24. The Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah | 
| 15 and fire from the Lord out of heaven. P/al. cx. 1. . 
| 3 ſi Lord ſaid unto my Lord, fit thou on my right hand, &c. 


1 Ach x. 48. Pos ® Ibid. vii. 16. * 


Gs — 


e \ ; 


e 


32 The Plurality nd Trinity of Perſons. 


thy ſervant—for the Lord's ſake. Prov, xxx. 4. Who mm 


that is his Son's name, if {hou canft tell? Iſai. x. 12, ili | 
_ the Lord hath performed his whole work upon Feruſalem I u 
puniſh, &c. Ibid. xiii. 13. I will ſhake the heavens, and ii 
earth ſhall remove out of her place, in the wrath of the Lord e a 


2 e = 8 
I 1 Pe —_ $6.4. wlF.. 


many nations ſhall be joined to the Lord in that day and ſhall þ 5 


Dan, ix. 17. Now therefore; O our God, hear the 8 


eftabli ſhed all the ends of the earth? What is his name, a 


| Hoſts, and in the day of his fierce anger. Ibid. xxii. 19. 4A 
I will drive thee from thy Ration, and from thy Rate ſhall Le ſpt 
pull thee down. Ibid. Ixiv. 4. Neither hath the eye ſeen, 2 12. © 


| God, befide thee, what he hath prepared for him that waiteti g ae him! 


Fr him. Hef. i. 7. I will have mercy upon the houſe of is Hi 


E _ Fs the 
WT cit! the. 
Wi this ſhe 


Fudah, and will ſqve_than by the Lord their God. Zech. ii 
10—11. I will dwell in the midft of thee, ſaith the Lord; a 


my people; and I will dwell in the midſ? of thee, and thou ſhalf alm, - 
Lay on e 


know that the Lord of Holts hath ſent me unto thee. Ilid. x : 
12. And I will firengthen them in the Lord, and they ſpalii e chiel 
wall up and down in his name, faith the Lord. =: purſu 


The Paſſages hitherto produced in this Chapter are de- E father, b 


Gened only to prove an indefinite plurality in God. In the . ſeys he 
remaining part of it, I ſhall bring forward another claſs of © " znothe 
texts, which ſhews this plurality to be a Trinity, þ of 
ns | = hn. 
| | N XI. | 4 entation; 
P/al. xxxiii. 6. By the wor of the 10D werꝰ bud gi 
the heavens made, and all the hoſt of them by anda 
the breath ( Heb. 8pirIT) of his mouth. _ : 2 
The breath or ſpirit of the Lord's mouth, does undoubtedly 3 
mean the third perſon of the Trinity; who is called, J 0 NOT C 
xxxiii. 4. The Spirit of God, and the Breath of the Almighty. (CREA! 
And it ſhould here be remembered, that when Chriſt com- his, he 
municated the Holy Ghoſt to his diſciples, he did it by emes u 
breathing upon them *: a demonſtration that Ori our Sa- Cork of 
viour, who, as a perſon, is the word of the Lord, is in nature hat / 
the Lord himſelf; becauſe the ſpirit or. breath of the Almighty 


Aracte 
John xx. 22. | 


4 I * * . . 
» : 54 ' me ö ; 
2 


The Plurality * . iy ” Por fines. 7; 


WE. te brit of Grit. And this fact is allo decifive 
5 ; the word F ILIOQUE, ſo much controvered: in the 


| XII. 


fi. xlviii. 16. And now the LORD GOD and his 
sIxIT hath ſent ME. 


ue ſpeaker in this rte is no other this Chrift, wha at 
| WW: 12. calls himſelf the firſt and the laſt, and does here de- 
ne himſelf to be ſent, not only by the Lord God, but alſo 
& j his Hirit: which ſhould be taken ſome notice of, be- 
„ A the Arians have objected to the co-equality of the Son 
cen the Father, becauſe he is ſaid to be ſent by him. But 
= this ſhould. hold, it will follow that Chr1f, for the ſame 
: | raſon, is alſo inferior to the Spirit. The author of an 
en Spirit, whoſe violent procecdings in the Church 
ne chiefly moved me to draw up theſe papers, is warm in 
2 ke purſuit of this argument, that Chrit is inferior to the 
WM father, becauſe he was ſent by him. We may therefore, 
| (+ he, fairly argue, as our Saviour himſelf does upon 
AJ" another occafion—that as the ſervant is not equal 10 his 
= Ld, /o neither is he that is ſent equal to him that ſent. 
inn.“ Not quite fo fairly : for here is a groſs miſrepre- 
kntation, of which, and of many other things, this author 
hould give us ſome account, before he proceeds any farther 
Wl « the work of reformation ; it being a maxim, I think, with 
ie wife and learned, that a man ſhould always reform Him- 
% before he undertakes to reform the world. Upon the 
ccaſion he refers to, our Saviour has faid—The Servant is 
NOT GREATER than his Lord; neither is he that is ſent 
CREATER than he that ſent him *. But in the place of 
this, he has ventured to ſubſtitute another reading that 
comes up to his point, and agrees better with the intended 
Vork of Reformation—** he that is ſent is not equal ts him 
that ſent him ;” printing the word equal in a different 
ſaracter to make it the more obſervable ; ; and then puts an 


8 P. 98. 2 John xili. 16. 
G 3 | bobjection 


84 The Fial and Tri e Profs. 
objeQion of his own forging into the mouth of our bleſlee 


Sur. | He rofeſſes himſelf a great enemy to human com! ; 
fofiti lions: and we have reaſon to believe him, where thoſ a 


compoſitions are not his own. But his making fo free wit 


this and many other texts, does not look as if he was any 


great friend to the compoſitions of the Holy Ghofl; and ; 
do but little credit to a Vindicator of the Holy Scriptures fro 
the cavils and ſcoffs of an Infidel. 


XIII. 


Blat. xxxiv. 16. Seek ye out of the Book of the ? 
Lord and read—for My mouth it hath com- 


; 


manded, and Hrs SPIRIT it hath gathered them. 


In theſe words, there is one perſon ſpeaking of the Spirit Z 


of another perſon : ſo that the whole Trinity i is here included, 


Whether God the . Father or God the Con is to be underſtood ; 


as the { peaker, it is neither eaſy nor material to determine, 
I am rather inclined to think it 1s the former. 


XIV. 


Numb. vi. 24, &c. | 
The Lond bleſs thee and keep thee. 
The LokD make his face to ſhine upon thee, and 
be gracious unto thee. 


The LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, and 


give thee peace. 


After this form the High Prieſt was commanded to bleſs 
the children of Iſrael. The name of the Lord, in Hebrew 
Jehovah, is here repeated three times. And parallel to this 
is the form of Chriſtian Baptiſm ; wherein the three per- 
ſonal terms of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, are not repre- 
ſented as ſo many different names, but as one name: the one 
divine nature of God being no more divided by theſe three, 


than by the ſingle name Jehovah thrice repeated. If the 


three articles of this benediction be attentively conſidered, 
ir contents will be found to agree reſpectively to the three 
perſons 


De Plurality abd Trintly i Perſe. _ | 85 


the Holy Ghoſt. The Father is the author of ing and 
prervation. Grace and illumination are from the Son, by 


whom we have the light of the knowledge of the glory of Gad, 
in the face of Jeſus Chrifl. Peace is the gift of the Spirit, 
whoſe name is ih Comforter, and whoſe firſt and belt Fruit 


js the work of Peace. | 

Petrus Alphonſi, an eminent Few, converted in the be- 
- ginning of the 12th Century, and preſented to the font by 
Albhonſus a king of Spain, wrote a learned treatiſe againſt 
the Zews, wherein he preſſes them with this Scripture, as 2 
plain argument that there are three perſons to whom the great 
and incommunicable name of Fehovah is applied. And even 
the unconverted us, according to Bechai, one of their 
Rabbies, have a tradition, that when the high Prieit pro- 


digites compoſuit, ut Triada exprimerent—be I td up his hands, 
and diſpoſed his fingers into ſuch a form as to expreſs a Trinity. 
All the foundation there is for this in the Scripture, is Leu. 
ix. 22. As for the reſt, be it a matter of fact or not, yet 


remarkable in it. See Ozſerv. Jeſ. de voiſ. in Pug. Fid, 
J. 400, 556, 557. | | 

= IF. 
Matt. xxviii. 19. Baptizing them in the name of 

the FATHER, and of the sox, and of the #oLY 


GHOST, 

2 Theſ. iii, 8. The Lord (the Holy-Ghoſt, ſee e. 2. 
art, 4. 18.) direct your hearts into the love of 
GOD (the Father) and into the pans waiting 
for CURIST, 

| XVII. 

2 Cor. xiii, 14. The grace of our Lon JESUS 

CHRIST, and the love of cop, and the commu- 


nion of the HOLY GHOST. | ; 
0 4 4 In 


terlons taken in the uſual order of he Father, the Son, and 


nounced this Bleſſing over the people—elevatione manuum fic 


if we conſider whence it comes, there is ſomething very 
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386 2b mende and Trinity of Perf. 
. this and the foregoing article, the 6rder of the wha 


5 Is different from that of Marth. xxviii. 19+ The Holy Ghoſt 
Having the fir/? Place in the former of them, and Chriſt ; in 


the latter : which is a ſufficient warrant for that clauſe in 
the Creed of St. Athanafius—* In this Trinity, none is] 
te afore or after other.” And Dr. Clarke, I preſume, ap. 
| prehended ſomething of this ſort ; becauſe he has corrected 
the Apoſtle, and tranſpoſed the order of the Perſons | in 
2 Cor. xiii. 14. without the leaſt apology, or giving his 
reader eo warning of it, H. LV. p. 377. 


XVIII. 


1 Jobn v. 7. There are THREE that bear 1 in 


heaven, the FATHER, the WORD, and the HOLY 
| GHOST | 


There has been anch diſputing 8 the a of 
this Text. I firmly believe it to'be genuine for the follow. 
ing reaſons; 1. St. Ferom *, who had a better opportunity 
of examining the true merits of the cauſe than we can poſ- 
ſibly haye at' this diſtance of time, tells us plainly, that he 

found out how it- had been adulterated, miſtranſlated, and 
omitted on purpoſe to elude the truth. 2. The Divines of 
Lovain having compared many Latin copies, found this text 
wanting but in five of them; and R. Stephens found it re- 
zained in nine of ſixteen ancient manuſcripts which he uſed, 
3- It is certainly quoted twice by St. Cypriay *, who wrote 
before the council of Nice : and alſo by Tertullian; as the 
reader is left to judge after he has read the Paſſage f in the 
Margin * 8. Dr. Clarke, therefore, is nof to be believed when 
he tells us, it was © never cited by any of the Latins before 


St. Ferom . 4. The ſenſe is not perfect without it; there 


being a contraſt of three witneſſes in heaven to cee upon 
| earth ; the Father, the Mord, and the Haly G5, whoſe 


1 Pref. ad Canon. Epiſt. Es, De Unit. Eecl. 109. Epiſt. LXxIII. 


3. Connexus patris in filio, & filii in paracleto, tres efficit — 
Werum ex altero; gui tres unum ſunt, &c. ad v. Prax. | 
* dee the text in his 2 Editions 
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£5 bun, end Trinity 7 r * 
water, and the « Book, which being adrainiſtered by the Church 
upon earth, is called the witne/s of men. He that deſires to 
ſee this text farther vindicated from the malice of Fauftus 


| I wiſh he would alſo read what has lately been publiſhed 
upon- it by my good and learned friend Dr. Delany, in =_ 
volume of Sermons, p. 69, Kc. 

But even allowing it to be ſpurious, it contains SO 
but what is abundantly aſſerted elſewhere ; and that both 
with regard to the Trinity in general, and this their divine 
Teſfimony in particular. For that there are three divine per- 
| ſons who bear record to the Miſſion of Cn is evident 
from the following Scriptures : 

Jobn viii. 17, 18. The Teſtimony of two men is true. 
[ am ONE that bear witneſs of MYSELF. | 
The FATHER that ſent me beareth witneſs of me. 
1 John v. 6. It is the SPIRIT that beareth witneſs. And 


Chriſt has alſo mentioned, upon another occaſion, a plurality 


of witneſſes in heaven, —WE ſpeak ( ſays he) that we do know, 
and teſtify that we have ſeen, and ye receive not OUR i ep NE 
which can be no other than the witneſs of the Trinity ; be- 
cauſe it is added—no man hath aſcended up ta heaven, but he 
that came down from heaven ; therefore no man could join 
with Chr:/t in revealing the things of heaven to us. 


Ja. vi. 3. And one cried unto another and faid, 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Is the LORD or HOSTS, See 
alſo Rev. iv. 8. | 


4 They are not content (ſays Origen) to ſay it ance or 
e 7wwice, but take the perfect number of the Trinity, thereby 
to declare the manifold holineſs of God; which is a re- 
e peated intercommunion of a threefold holineſs; the holi- 


| neſs of the Father, the holineſs of the only begotten Son, 


John iii. 17, 
. | and 


' Sinus, may conſult Pool's Synopſit, and Dr. Hammond; and 
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: Amel demonſtration. 
The prophet tells us, ver. 1. fs ws the 1220 1 1 


7 threes; and at ver. 5. tht his er bo te ling, the 
Lord of Hoſts. Now if there be any phraſe in the Bible - L 


diſtinguiſh the true God, it is this of the Lord of Hoſts. 


never ſaw it diſputed by any Arian writer. The author £ 
an Eſay on Spirit confeſſes it 


name Lord of Sabaoth (Jam. v. s ) proper to the Fathey only. 


So that in this Lord of Hts, ſitting upon his TR there 5 


was the preſence of Gad the Father. 
That there was alſo the preſence of Cad the Con, appears 


from John xii. 41. Theſe things ſaid Eſaias, when he * 


his (Chriſt's) Glory, and ſpale of him *. 

And that there was the preſence of Gad the Holy Ghoſt, is 
determined by Acts xxviii. 25. Well ſpake the Holy Ghoſt 4 
| Hſaic azas the Prophet unto our Fathers, Jaying, 6 & c. then follow 


Non eis .. femel clamare ſanctus, neque bis; ſed 6 nume- 
rum Trinitatis aſſumunt, ut multitudinem ſanctitatis Dei manifeſtent; quæ 
ct trinæ ſanRitatis repetita communitas; * patris, ſanctitas unigenit 
ali, & e ſancti. Orig. Hom. in l. 


2 P. 65. 
It is written at ver. 3.— Hay, holy, boly is tbe Lord of Hoſts the æubo e 


earth is full of us GLORY. This St. F:bn has affirmed to be the Glory of 
| Chrft; but it was the glory of the Lord of Hoſts : therefore Chriſt is the 


Lord of Hoſts. « And if the paralle! paſſage of Rev. iv. S. be compared with 


this, it will appear (as it-bath already Chap. I. Art. XXIII.) that he is the 
God Almighty ſpoken of in that Book. The Greek verſion of the LXX. hath 
it thus: 
ey®-, ay, a kv ond? aw). 

In Rev. i iv. 8. it is, a- a, ey:O- Kupiꝰ · o S. 0 warronpa rg. Whencs 
it evidently appears, that Kupi©- o Sr 0 wavToxpaToe, is equivalent in the 
language: of heaven to Jebovah Sabuotb : therefore, as Chriſt is the Lord of 
Hoſts of the Old Teſtament, he is thereby proved % facto to be the God 
Almighty of the New. Which ſhews the weakneſs of thoſe frequent remarks 


Dr. Clarke has beſtowed upon the word wavroxparwy, as the great term of 


diſtinction between the perſon of. Chrif, and that of God the Farber, 


this ion, 15 no jecture; but a "mn nn. „ 


; and Dr. Clarke ſuppoſes the WW 


the | 


* 


| the words which the prophet affirms to oye been ſpoken by 
he Lord of Hoſts. 2 
The text of John xii. 41. which 1 compared with 
this of Iſaiah, proves the ſecond perſon of the Trinity to be 
the Lord of Hoſts, is evaded by Dr. Clarke in the following 


= « the glory of G the Father ; whence the followers of 
_ *« Setellins conclude, becauſe St. John here calls it the Glory 
« of Chriſt, that therefore the Father and the Son are one 
« and the ſame individual perſon “.“ It i is concluded by 
the Orthodox of the Church of England, that the perſon of 
Chriſt, and the perſon of God the Father, are not one and 
the ſame individual perſon, but one and the ſame Lord of 
Heſts ; becauſe the Scripture, thus compared, hath affirmed 
them ſo to be and THIS is the concluſion Dr. Clarke ſhould 
have anſwered. But inſtead of this, he has produced the 
monſtrous and impoſſible doctrine of Salellius, that they are 
one and the ſame individual perſon, and anſwered that : which 
to be ſure is eaſily done, and is quite foreign to the purpole. 
The other concluſion, which is the only true and natural 
one, is kept out of ſight, becauſe it cannot be anſwered : 
and this of Sabellius is ſlurred upon his credulous Readers, 


as the doctrine of the orthodox, who diſclaim and ahhor it. 


This is no ſlander ; for let any perſon. read his book with a 
Wy little circumſpection, and he will ſoon find who and what 
he would mean by the followers and doiirine of Sabellius. 
And let me give the reader the following caution, which he 
BY will find to be of great ſervice in detecting the fallacious 
F anſwers of the Arian writers in their controverſies with the 


orthodox. Always be careful to examine whether they have 


replied to the proof 1/eff, or to ſomething elſe in the place 


of it. For when you have obtained any clear evidence from 


the Scripture, that two or more perſons are one God, one 
Lord, &c. they will give a new face to your concluſion, by 


changing the terms God or Lord, which are names of a 


nature, for that of perſon, which can belong only to an 


1 . 102. 


individual. 


The Plurality Am Perfms. 39 


manner: * The Glory: which Taias ſaw, 1/as. vi. 1. is plainly 
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The Plurality and Trinity of Perſons. 
 Indfviduat; And then they ſhout for vitory, O, fay they 
this man is a Sabellian! he believes three perſons to be 5 
perſon ! But on the other hand, if you make it appear that 
in the Unity of the one God or Lord there are more per- 
ſons than one, then they change the word perſons for that of 


Gods : fo that you are confuted this way alſo ; and a cry 4 
you up for a Tritheift, a maintainer of three Gods ! By the = 


of this artifice, Dr. Clarke attempted to deal with the Serip- 


ture ; and the Author of an Eſay on Spirit with the \Creeds | 


and Liturgy of the Church. And, though it be a matter 


ſcarce worth mentioning, thus alſo the Authors of a Monthly 


Review have attempted to deal with myſelf. Some time ago 
I publiſhed a ful! An/wer to the Eſſay on Spirit, which has 


fince been reprinted in Ireland, and I humbly hope may 
But when theſe Gentlemen 


have done ſome little ſervice. 
had deliberated with themſelves upon it for three or four 
months, it was retailed from their ſcandalous Shop as 2 
ſyſtem of Tritheiſm, Sabellianiſm, and what not? I hope God 
will forgive them! and this is all the anfwer I ſhall ever 
make to ſuch men and ſuch writers. ER 
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CHAP. V. 


ra TRINITY ax UNITY. . 


ordination in the perſons of the Godhead, it muſt be re- 
vealed to us either in their names, or their attributes, or their 
44s; for it is by theſe only that they are or can poſſibly be 
made known to us in this Life. If the Scripture has made 
no difference in any of theſe, farther than that of a perſonal 


that there is a natural or eſſential Unty in the three Perſons 
of the Father, the Ford, and the Holy Ghof?, It ſhall there- 


comprehenſive than what has gone before, that theſe Per- 
ſons have the ſame Names, the ſame attributes, the ſame 
counſel or will, and all concur, after an ineffable manner, 
in the ſame divine As : ſo that what the Scripture is falſely 
y ſuppoſed to have aſcribed to God in ane Perſon, will appear 
Y to be aſcribed by the ſame authority to God in hte perſons. 
That therefore, theſe three perſons are but one Gad; they 
are three diſtinct agents, yet there is but one and the ſame 
divine agency: or, as the Church has more fully and better 
expreſſed it, that“ that which we believe of the glory of 
« the Father, the ſame we are to believe of the Son, and 
« of the Holy Ghoſt, without — difference or inequa- 
«Hy 7.” 
. 

The Trinity i in Unity is the one Lord, the Creator of the 
world, 
1 Proper Preface upon the feaft of Trinity, 
| | | fal. 


Ir there be any diverſity of nature, or any eſſential ſub- 


diſtinction, (which we all allow) we are no longer to doubt 


> r 828 * Dy y 


fore be ſhewn in this Chapter, by a ſort of proof more 


5 : 5 p : _ ? 
_— ö R N 
i YE . . 2 
98 * Wintty in Uny. 
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Pſal. xxxiii. 6. By the Word of the Lord were the lf, Will 
made, and all the hoft of them by the breath (Heb. Spirit) of his 1 


mouth. The whole Trinity therefore created the world: 
yet this Trinity is but one Lord: for it is written, 
Hai. xliv. 24. J am the Lord that maleth all things, that 
fRrretcheth forth the heavens ALONE, that ſpreadeth abroad 
the earth BY MYSELF. It follows therefore, either that 
the word and ſpirit did not make the heavens, or, that the 


Father, with his word and Spirit, are the ALONE Lord and | - 


Creator of all * 20 

Nature, diſtinguiſhed from all other Beings by the Name 

Fehovah. For the Scripture gives us the following poſition. 
Deut. vi. 4. The Lord our God is ONE JEHOVAH : and 

again, Pſal. Ixxxiii. Thou whoſe name ALONE is — 


VA, art the moſt high over all the earth. 
Yet Chriſt is Jehovah. 


Fer. xxiii. 3. This 1s the name woherely he ſhall be called, | 


JEHOVAH eur righteouſneſs. 

So is the Spirit alſo. 

Ezek. viii. i. 3. The Lord JEHOVAH put 1 the form 
of an hand, and took me, and the SPIRIT 1 ift me, &c. ſee 
alſo CHAr. II. Art. IV. and XXIV. 9. 

Therefore, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt are 
the ONE Jehovah: they are three perſons, yet have but one 
name, and one nature. And it is the great advantage of this 
argument, that the Name Fehovah is not capable of any ſuch 
equivocal interpretations as that of Gd; it has no plural ; 
is incommunicable to any derived or created being ; and is 
peculiar to the divine nature, becauſe it is deſcriptive of it. 
The Author of an Eſſay on Spirit has endeavoured to avoid 
the force of this proof, by pretending that there are u 
Fehwvahs, one a diſtin& Being from the other. But in this 
he has expoſed the cauſe he meant to defend, and left the 


argument in a worſe ſtate than he found it: for if there be 


true, then it is falſe that there is a 7g high over all the earth, 


whoſe 


reconcile it. Dr. Clarke alſo pretends, in the Titles to two 
of his Sections, wherein the collection of texts 1s very nu- 
merous, to have ſet down the Paſſages wherein it ts declared 
that the Second and Third perſons derive their Being (that is 
the expreſſion he was not afraid to make uſe of) from the 
Father. But he has not produced one ſuch paſſage ; no ſuch 
thing being declared in the whole Bible; and the contrary 
to it is plainly revealed nhder this application of the name 
OY 5 


III. 


The Trinity in Unity is the Lord abſolutely ſo called ; 
Hebrew, Adonai; in Greek, o Kp. , 
Rem. x. 12. f The _ LORD over all, is rich unto all 


| that call upon him. 


Luke ii. 11. A Saviour which is Chriſt the LORD. 
Rem. xi. 34. For who hath known the mind if the LORD; 


er who hath been his counſellor ? Which Lord, as we learn 


from the prophet” whence this is quoted, is the Spirit; for 


it is written, Jai. xl. 13. who bath directed the SPIRIT of 


the Lord, or being his counſellor hath taught bim? That the 
perſon of the Spirit is the Lord, is alſo plain from 2 Cor. 
iii. 18. now the Lord is that Spirit—o de nop@- ro Theus 
eue are changed from glory to glory as by the Spirit of the 
Lord; xadareg ano xuprs Tlvevuar®, as by the Lord the Spi- 
rit: which is all along to be underſtood of the perſonal Spirit, 
becauſe the Apoſtle begins expreſsly with hat at the 3d 


verſe of this chapter. And it was from the authority of 


theſe words—The Lord is the Spirit—added to thoſe of ver. 6. 


the Spirit giveth ife—that the council of Nice borrowed the 
following clauſe of its Creed“ 1 believe in the Holy C, 


the LORD and GIVER OF LIF E. 8 


+ The Reader is deſired to obſerve, that as I cannot in all caſes fix upon 


a text that does preciſely diſtinguiſh the pæſen of the Father, I ſhall therefore - 


de ſrequently obliged, as in this inſtance, to ſet a paſſage down in the rf of + 
the three ranks, that does confeſſedly denote the true God. 


IV. 


The Trinity in Uniys ' 33 
whoſe name ALONE 1 Jebevaß; and let him try if 6 can 
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The Trinity 3 in Valty is the Ged of gel. 
Matth. xv. 31. The multitude glorified the God of 1 td: 
Luke i. 16, 17. The children Iſrael ſhall he turn 7 the. 


Lu THEIR GOD: and he ou 80 fore HIM chat! in | : 


before Chrift. 

2 Sam. XXIIi. 2, 3. The SPIRIT of the Lord ſpake by 

me—the GOD of Iſrael ſaid, &c. Sq that unleſs he who 
| Jpake was one being, and he that 7 nds was —_—_ the Ppirit 

is the God of Iſrael. 

* Dr. Clarke allows that the word him means Chr; N, yet 
denies that he is intended by he Lord their God, which is the 
entecedent to it: and calls this a manner of ſpeaking *. 

| 1 | | 
The divine Law, and conſequently the authority wheres 
upon it is founded, is that of a Trinity in Unity. 
Kom. vii. 25. 1 myſelf ſerve the LAW of GOD. 
Cal. vi. 2. Fulfil the LAW of CHRIST U. 
Rom. viii. 2. The LAW of the SPIRIT of Ig. 


The divine Law then, 1 is the law of God, Chriſt, and the 
Spirit of life. But it is written, Fam. iv. 12. There is ONE 


LAWGIVER who is able to ſave and to deftroy: therefore, 


theſe THREE are ONE. And here we have the true rea- 


fon why the Scripture has repreſented the whole Trinity as | 


tempted and reſiſted by the diſebedience of man. For ſin being 
the tranſgreſſion of the Law, and the law being derived 
from the undivided authority of the Father, the Son, and the 
| Holy Ghoſt, every breach of it is an offence int the Tri- 
nity: therefore it is written, 
Deut. vi. 16. Thou ſhalt not TEMPT the LORD thy 
God. 

1 Cor. x. . 1 let us TEMPT CHRIST. 

Ads v. 9. How is it that ye have agreed together to. TEMPT. 
the SPIRIT of the Lord? For Dr. Clarke's opinion of this 
matter, ſee Ch. _ Art. . 


x No. 384 7s 
** Dr. 


1 1 in. high... 9s. 
Dr. Qa 7 has left both. thefe texts out of his collec-, . 
on; though pretends. to. have ſet down all te babe. 
idle, ae to Peſt 4 the ks f „% 
N VI. eee | wha 
The: wile aid let Got is the mind and will of a Ta. , 
nity in Unity. TY Fs 


The mind of God. 


1 Gr. ii. . 16. Who hath tnown the MIND 7 the LORD „ 
lhid. —IWe have the MIND of CHRIST. 

Rim. viii. 27. He that ſearcheth the hearts, Inoweth 10 whe 7 
i the MIND of the SPIRIT. 

The will-of God. 


1 The: iv. 3. This is the WILL of GOD! 
Ast xxii. 14. The God of our Fathers * 9 1 that 
ea ſouldft kiow HIS WILL. | 
2 Pet. i. 21. Propluch ramt not in „% Mime oY the WILL 
F man; but. holy men of. God-ſpgke as they "ere. Moved WP the 
HOLY GHOST. | | 
This paſſage is meant of Gi, and of bis will. De 
Cad of our falbert (ſaid Auanias) hath CHOSEN thee, &. 
but the perſon in God who appeared to Ananias, and ſaid of 
Saul, be is a HOSEN weſſel: unto ME, was the Lora, even 
Jeſus. Acit ix, 15, 17. For want of comparing the Scrip- 
ture with itſelf, Dr. Carter has ſet down the text of Acts 
Xxii. R as a a CharaQes of the Father _ No. 366. 


> 888 "F406 . 

The Power « God is ; the Power of a a Trinity in Ur. 
Eph. i lii. 7. De grace of 600 given unto me, by the 
efectual — F HIS POWER. 

2 Cor. xii. 9. that the POWER ef CHRIST may reft 
upon me. Ed 
EKRoem. xv. 19. ent — weer, FE the POWER Ld the 
IRT. 
5 The Scripture therefore ho aſcribed Abdi 8 and | 
= in the ſame exerciſe of it (the miniſtry and miracles of 
*. Fl: to Grin and dhe Spirit in common with God he 
TY | H Father. 


% 
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wm . 5 7 . 
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Father.” So that Gen all glory an ah rite fr Þ E erb Wl 19 
only wiſe Gd, "what God can that dez b but tl the Tris pity 7 Upon the SP 
this principle the Seripture is eaſily Wecenettel: : upon any 
other it is unintelligible, as the reader may ſoon find by 25 
conſulting Dr. Carte, and ſome other of the Arian writers; Re: 
who to avoid this plain doctrine, have tried to amuſe us 10 U 
with a religion made up of ſcholaſtic niceties and unnatural — 
diſtinct ions, which no man can underſtand, and which them- fred | 
| ſelves are not agreed in, nor ever will be to the world's end. 1 1 
Yet they often diſpute againſt us from the * + 
 femplicity of the Sctiptute ! Gs | ON 
VIII. 8 calle 
The Trinity i in Unity i is Elernal. * 
Rem. xvi. 25, 26. The myſlery—made manife eft according. to 8 
the commandment (aus) of the EVERLASTING GOD. 
Kev. xxii. 13. J (Jeſus) am the FIRST and the LAST. 
Feb. ix. 14.—who through (cen) the W ING | * 
SPIRI T. LOI 
. * Dr. Clarke allows theſe words, in this ln, 1 to mean E 
Ori; yet where the ſame words occur in Rev. i. 8. with in al 
the. addition of the epithet Almighty, he denies it“; though 1 
they are demonſtrated to be ſpoken of the ſame perſon by RIT 
the context and tenour of the whole chapter : and he tells dw 
us, the character in one place diſers from the other. So 
that upon his principle, the Scripture has revealed to us 
two different beings, both of whom are the firſt and the I 
yet not cocternal.. Which is ſufficient of itſelf to juſtify all 5 
that was ſaid above TW Tus % — &c. See = 0 
Ch. [. Are TIH. = 55 5 
: i "DN TRUE. e 
Jobn vii. 28. He that ſent a * TRUE. Sha 
Kev. iii. 7. Theſe things ſaith Aer 6 16 rnb, 150 that 5 
hath the key of David, ke. x 
* ': | l af ai ad Mz? 
« Se No, 686, 4%, 1 Lem Art. M. ; 


15 A | | 1 7. 


ne SPIRIT . is TRUTH— a⁰,,ůõjA“ HE truth. 
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Rev, v. 4. B. filth wt Fear thee, ©. LORD, « — 7 
1h thy name? for THOU-ONLY rs HOLY, 


9 
* 


a „ 


fred a murderer to be releaſed unto you, '&c. See allo Dan. 


E F. 


iz. 24. and Rev. iii. 7. 


called 
Jon xiv, * 10. a 10 ey, The Spirit 4 Hi 
e. I . „ pug f 
is e ier "= 


6: xxiii. 24. Do not 1 fill heaven and earth, fait the 
LORD? . 281 a 

Eph. i. 22.—the ale 7 HIM (Chr) that, filleth all 
in all. 2 

Pal, cxxxix. 7. 8. Whither ſhall I go 22 7 5 am 2 Sbl- 
RIT Ao: J go ud into heaven THOU aft, there; f 1 20 
dnun into bell, THOU art there a Jo. 


XII. 


— i the fountain of life. a 
Deut. xxx. 8 the LORD: I GOD, for HE is 


thy LIFE. Oran IJ 7.3 m8 
Cal. iii. 4. Wie CHRIST who rs OUR LIFE mo 
_ appear,» ; ke. 151 Mr vo 
. viii. 10. The SPIRIT ; 16 LIFE. I DYL | 1 
NHII. | 


* The Trinity in ; Unity made all mankind: - 
pad A 3. De LORD he is GOD, i i5 HE that _ 


= MADE US. _ 
: * i. 3. By HIM cr ALL THIN Gs MADE. 
: 2 Fob 


v. l N ö. If ir d Ro Hut? bebfdth. yuitneſs, :badiuſe* 


Acts iii. 14. But ye denied THE HOLY ONE, pos 80 


Jabs ii; 20, 1 r n Wien from. THE HOLY T 
ONE; that n. an en from 15 * 9 who is 
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Mb Trinity 
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n. SPIRIT: ef Ged bath 
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8 — quicken, the * | * 
kn v. 21. The FATHER raiſeth- up the 4. and 
Gierke r I 
Thid. ern fo 2 ſo the S { "Grit 1ckENE TI ee 
. »j. 63, 11: 8 8 that e 
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Jun vi vi. 4. l | 20 
Gal. i. 12. ne: + was 1 © tn it but 805 the reve- 2 


| John xiv. as The cafe, 4 0 SPIRIT, wil WE 
_ TEACH you all things, 


b and N Verec 

= 9 * perſc 

. Fellowſhip 7 with the faithful. 0 21 
yet 1 


Jau i. 3. Truly aur FELLOWSHIP 5 is ui the 
: FATHER.—Gr. Kowwna, © „ 
id. And with his Son JESUS CHRIST. 


"2 Grr. xiii, 14. The FELLOWSHIP (Kana) gu. cu 
| HOLY GHOST te with You all, 5 OM 
XVII. 


are ſpiritually preſent in the elect. 
1 Gor. Xiv..25,—GOD- is IN YOU of a truth. 


2 Cor. xiii. 5. CHRIST 5 7s IN 100. 8 ee. 
40 TSISHD. 16% 
John xiv. 17. The RTT with you ou ftal 
{ , 92 ava 
| Sa on, 
2 Or . 16. 80D halb ſald, Irtuill DWELL in . | 
Epe. iii. 17.0 . That | + GHRIST may DWELL i 
=, x ks, 


"ſw: viii. 11. His r that DWELETH i in you. 
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FIN XVIII. 5 : P 1 e 

| 8 to us 1 Divine Win. M 

Phil. iii. 15. God ſtall REVEAL even this unto Jour SE 
* Gal. i. 1 2.— neither was I aul, it but K. = REVELA. - 
TION of TESUS CHRIST * 
5 Luke ii. 205 4 Was e unto os Him 90 the HOLY | 

GHOST. | | 5 
80 again, 4 TAY 7M 
. j. I. GOD who SPAKE unto the father by th 147 
hets. 4 e. 1 


: 1 1 14.4 


in e. 


= Mark xiii, 11. I is not r that SPEAK, but the HOLY 
W GHOST. 
And as prophecies are e revealed by, fo are e they alſo deli- 


to any divine revelation be Tue SAITH te LORD 
jet we alſo find the expreſſions—Theſe- things SAFTH the. 


W GHOST. 44s xiii. 3. with many other paſſages t to the 

ame effect. 
XIX. 
a the Body.of ( Chriſt from the grave.” 

1 Cir. vi. 14. GOD hath both RAISED UP the Lord, 
and will alſo raife us up by his OWN POWER®. _ 

Fob ii. 19. Deſtroy. this Semple; aud i in three ay 1 WILL 
RAISE IT UP. 

1 F, , Chrift-—being put A death "in the fe efh, but 
QUICKENED by the SPIRIT, | 

*® See Art, vii. of this Chagir 


yy | | XX. 
conduct the people of God. 


ai. „ili 17. 1 am the LORD thy GOD, which LEAD- 


ETH thee by the w:y that thou ſhouldft go. 


Jahn N. 3. He (Chriſt the Shepherd) calleth his own ſheep 


by name, and LEADETH them ou, | 
H 3 Ram. 


2 Cir. xiii. 3, = late prof” f CHRIST SPEAKING 


rered in the name, that is, by the ſpecial authority of each | 
perſon in the Godhead. For though the uſual imroduQtion | 


SON GOD. Rev. ”_Y 18. And—Thus SAITH' the HOLY 
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1 te ray * ter 5 
e vili. 8 4 many ar are "LED LE the rirrr; of 
Gad, * 2 5 let 6 God. A I TOE oh No From 
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ters of the . 1K 


2 Cr. ili. 5, 6. Our 7 is of Gop, who bath 5 


MADE us able MINIST ERS. 


1 Vin. i. 12. JESUS CHRIST—counted 3 me faithful, 
PUTTING me into the MINISTRY. © 


Adds v. 28. Tale heed therefore—to all the act over N Be 3 
which the pL GHOST" hath MADE you OVERSEERS . : 


J { | f * 
2 F. 


XN K. 3 \ 
leni the elect. 


. 55 yy | them that are SANC [ [ F IED by GOD, the | 


FATH ER. 


_ Heb. ii. 17. He that SANCTIF IETH, and they who are | g 


| ſanfiified, are all of one; for which cauſe he 1s not aſhamed 
to call them brethren. 1 

Rem. xv. 16. Being SANCTIF IED 7 the HOLY 
„ 


* . 


XXIII. 
perform all ſpiritual and divine operations. 


1 Cor. Xi. 16. 1 15 the ſame GOD which WORKETH S 


XL IN ALL. 

1 Opl. iii. 11. CHRIST; is all, and IN ALL. | 
I Gor. xii. 11. But ALL theſe WORNELY, that one 
and the fe If- ſans SPIRIT, LE 
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LET us now take a review of what has been collected 
in theſe pry and Je ide ann in its own natural 
terms.” 1 | 
It has apres from the 2 Chaptes; that Chr 7 Fe fur, 
whoſe Divinity is daily blaſphemed amongſt us, becauſe it 
is not proved in' the Scripture, is the Lord of Hz ofts * , the 
firſt and the laft*,"than whom there is ub greater *, and beſide 
whom there is 20 Ge? that he is the Saviour of the world 5, 
the Zerd and G of the "holy Prophets ® and Apoſtles ?, «is 
me" high Ged®, the ſearcher” of all hearts 9, comprehended 
and made known to us under the name of that God to whom 
the world was reconciled ®. Who though he was the Word of 
God, that came forth from the Father into the world; yet he 
was Ged*, and of the ſame divine nature * with him that 
ſent him. Though he was perfect man, of the ſeed of Abra- 
bam, born of his mother, and in all things made like to his 
brethren ;' yet the, fulnejs of the Godhead dwelt in him bodily s. 
Though he ſuffered, died 5, was pierced upon the Croſs, and 
redeemed us by his blood ; yet that blood was the blood of 
Cd, and upon his Croſs Fehovah was pierced i. 
That the objections urged againſt all theſe politive proofs, 
| proceed wholly upon falſe principles; being drawn, partly, 
from natural religion and Philiſoaphy, which never was, nor 
ever will be ſubje& to the /aw of G; and is not intended 
ſo to be by thoſe Who ſet it up and diſpute for it. Partly 
from the cexconomical' offices and humiliation of Oriſt in the 
feſh * ; in which it is nevertheleſs affirmed, that God himſelf 
was made manifſtꝰ. And laſtly, from the unity of God 
fo often aſſerted and inſiſted upon in the Scripture; not in 


7 


2 Chap. I. Art. J. II. NI, 2 hl. 3 XLV. 4 II. 5 IV, 
d 1 R *1X. {9 SDL |. XIV.. XI dan. 
4+ XVUL: +5 NIL, e.. .7 . XXV. XXVI. 
XXXIX. 1 Tim. iii. 65. XXIV. XXXIII. | 


M4} _ \ oppoſition 
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God is called the true Got fot, they were-falfe ones: one 


God; for they were many : the living God; for they were 
_ vamitzes without liſe. Yet 15. the place of theſe iir, who 
are to ſupply the contraſt, they have ſubſtituted. the perſon 


of their bleſſed Redeemer, the true Gd, the everlaſting 


Father *, the Lord of Glory*, wha is able ts Jukdue al things Wi 
to himſelf, and of whoſe kingdom there, ſhall be un end 


From the ſecend Chapter it has appeared, that the Hol 
Gheſt i is our ſpiritual. Father 7, by whoſe. divine power we 


are begotten to a new life; and to ene we daily pray that 
he would not lead us into temptation * . That he is the Lord“, 


even the Lord, of : Hoſts *,. the ruler of \the, Chriſtian oecono- + 


my, calling men to that hondur in his church, which Ged 


only * can beſtow upon them. That he is incomprehenſibly 


united with God, and ſenſible of the omnipotent uill in him - 


ſelf; even as the human Spirit is united to man, and, under - 


ſtandeth its wn thoughts . That bis power is the immediate 
power of God himfelf* ; his inſpiration, is the inſpiration of 
Gods; his preſence, the preſence of G. That he is G., 

even the higheſt ;- for the man Chriſt Jeſus, who is the- Son 


F Gad, and the Son of the higheſt, was fo called — | 


he was begotten of the Holy. Gheft *. 
That the objections uſually brought. to > diſguiſe and de- 


ſtroy this evidence, are taken from the unihy, the attributes | 
and will of God, and the min/Aration of the Spirit in the 


exconomy. of grace; all of them falſely interpreted 9. For 
as to the unity of God, it is not an unity of perſon. As to 
the ſupreme attribute of goodneſs,” it is alſp poſſeſſed by the 
Spirit. As to the Mill of God, according to which the gifts 


and graces of the Spirit are diſtributed, it is oppoſed to the 


will 1 man, not to that of the Spertt's which i is ſaid to blow 


I XXII. 2 John v. 21. 4 1 Coriviik 55 6. 7 Acts xiv. 15. 1 John 
5. 20. XX. 61 Cor. ih 8. 7 ChsII. Art. 17 XI. 9 III. 


ne 21, in. Nei J VI. IX, V. XX. 


7 v. XXI. XxX Dv. EEER 
eds 12 | I 4 2 where 


oppoſſion to the Godhead of Chriſt, but to the lab then WM 
worſhipped all over the heathen world. Hence it is, that ail 


— 1 7 Hen, and to divide or ante 3 "mar . 


zifts, not as mum the receiver, but 48 he hitnſelf u 
It has appeared from the hi Chapter; that God i Dif 

fed to us throughout the Old Teſtament by à name that 1 
plural, and proved to be ſuch from many particular in- 
ſtances; yet generally ſo reſtrainec and qualified, as to fee 
ſtroy the ſuſpicion of a Plurality of Gods.” That to this 
common name of God, many other plural names and ex- 
preſſions are added; and that an interchanging of the plural 
and fingular *'is frequently obſerved, which neither grammar 
nor reaſon can account for upon any principle, but that of 
a real divine plurality. That the perſons of God are three 
in number, preciſely diſtinguiſhed on ſome occaſions by the 
perſonal names of the Fut er, the Word, or Con, and the 
Haly Spirits, and alſo by different offices. That the ſame 
term isinot always peculiar and proper to the ſame perſon 3 
becauſe the words God, Lord, Fehovah, and Father, are ſome- 
times applied to one perſon, fometimes to another; white 
at other times they are not perſonal, 'but general names of 
the divine nature. That in the Lord of Hoſts ©, ſitting upon 


his throne, and ſpeaking! of himſelf in the plural to the 


Prophet Iſaiab, there was not ene perſon only, but three; 
The Father, Jeſus, and the Holy Ghoſt, all expreſſed under 
one name in the Old Teftament, but perſonally diſtinguiſhed 
to us by three different ones in the new, where this 
is referred to. 

In the fourth and laſt Chapter; the dag of the Seip 
ture have been laid together, and made to unite their beams 
in one common center, the Unity of the Trinity. Which 
unity is not metaphorical and figurative, but ſtrict and real: 


and there can be no real unity in God, but that of his nature, 


eſſence, or ſutftante, all of which are ſynonymous terms: 
this unity conſide fed in 1tſelf, is altogether incomprehenſible; | 
but it is one thing to read and to know that there ig A divine 
nature, and another thing to drſcribe it. That it*is proved 
to be an unity of elſence ; Iſt. becauſe the three Ae are 


XXV. Chap. HE Art f. 8 V. VI, VIt. vin £ ix. X. 
XVIII. XIX. 


all 
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N at compretendal under aha, yn ws _ 3 MER . 
appellation. They are the one ere ſo called?.. * 
The Cue of % world, and dhe Ged of, Acad. adly, be- 
cauſe they partake in common of the name Fehough *, Which, 
being interpreted, means the; divine Hſance: and what. it 
ſigniſies in one perſon, it muſt alſo ſignify in dhe others; as Wal 
truly as the ſingular name Adam, in its appellatiye capacity, WNW wor 
expreſſes the common nature of all mankind. And this 
name neither is nor can be communicated, without. a con- 
tradiction, to any derived or inferior nature, as well on ac- 
count of its ſignification as its application, Which is ex- 
preſsly reſtrained, to one only. 3dly, I t is farther proved, in 
that the authority 4, the ſecret mind or counſel, and the 
| power ® by which all things are eſtabliſhed directed, is 
aſcribed to Chriſt and the Spirit in common with God, the 
Father; and that in the ſame exerciſe of it, and upon the 
ſame occaſions. 4thly, becauſe there is a participation of 
ſuch divine attributes? 7 as cannot ſubſiſt but where they are 
| original. Our underſtanding, if it be. moderately inſtructed, 
will ſatisfy us there can be ane only who is eternal, and poſ- 
ſeſſed of holineſs, truth, life, &c. in and from himſelf, Yet 
the whole Trinity is eternal, haly, true, living, and omnipre- 
ſent : therefore theſe three were, and will be one Gad from 
everlaſting to everlaſting. Sthly, and laſtly, becauſe there 
is a concurrence of the whole undivided Godhead in all 
thoſe acts, every one of which have in them the character 
of a divine wiſdom and omnipotence ; and expreſs ſuch an 
intimate union and communion of the Holy Trinity, as the 
underſtanding of man cannot reach, and which no words 
can explain. For though it is and muſt be one God wha 
| doth all theſe things, yet it is 7he Father, the Son, and the 
. Haly Spirit, who gave us our being, inſtruct and illuminate 
us, lead us, Jpeak to us, and are preſent with us; wo give 
authority to the church, raiſe the dead, W200 the elect, 2 50 
perform 0 divine and ſpiritual operation. 1 | 


1 Chap. Iv. aL f. é in 44, 5 VI. VII. 
7 VUL IX. x. xl. Xl. 5 XL Cc. ad finn 
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tical ſchemes of natural divinity; which with all its wiſ- 
whom nature, now fallen and blind, is to be reformed, ex- 
word of God; the rule of our faith and obedience. I find 
ſubmit to it. And as the Liturgy of the Church of England 


| hath affirmed the ſame in all its offices, and contains nothing 
contradictory - thereto ; I believe that. alſo: and hope the 


MAS N - : > 
e 5 2 


# 10 


8 W 
different foot "bh Deity ſo ok talked of in our ſyſtema- 


dom, never yet thought of a Griſt, or an Hay Gb, by 
alted, and ſaved. The Bible we know to be the infallible 


this doctrine revealed i in it; therefore I firmly believe. and 


God whom we ſerye will defend it againſt all attempts 
toward reforming Chriſtianity out of it: that the Church 
militant here on earth, may continue to agree in this funda- 
mental doctrine with the Church triumphant in heaven. 
For there the Angels reſt not day and night, praiſing t this 
Typrice- Holy, bleſſed and glorious Trinity. They have 
neither time nor inclination to diſpute againſt that Glory, 
which they cannot ſtedfaſtly behold. And had we a little 
more humility and devotion, we ſhould not abound ſo much 
with diſputation. | If, in ſuch a ſubject as this, we truſt to | 
our own reaſon, and it ſhould prove at laſt to have betrayed _ i 
us into error, irreligion, and blaſphemy; what ſhall we = 
have to ſay in ęxcuſe for ourſelves? we ſhall not dare to 
plead the dignity and ſtrength of our rational faculties before 
the tribunal of Him, who came into. the world to bring the 
wiſdom of it to nought. And if the Religion of Zeſus Ghrift 
is to be corrected and ſoftened till it becomes agreeable to 
the natural thoughts and imaginations of the human heart, 
then in vain was It aided is he whoſeever ſhall nat *. 
offended i 1 

As for him, who i 18 convinced that God i is ; wiſer than ane 1 
ſelf; who believes as he ought, and as the Catholic Church 
of Chriſt hath given him an example from the beginning; 
His danger lies on the other ſide : and while I venture to 


ys. 1 him warning of it, beſeech him to Juffe er. the word nd 


.. 6d 


— 


eber. m. Art. xix. at 


 exbarta- 


. him abe babe ce * Fees vie his 
orthodoxy, he be not led unzwares to by, dy draw 
ing falſe Concluſions from it, and conCefting himfelf to bo 
already" perfect. It he knows and believes in the true God, 
he doth well: but let not that which is an honeur to him 
be any encouragement to diſhonour God; the knowledge 
of whom will only ferve to encreaſe our eondemnatien, if 
we live in any lu of concupiſcence, even as the Gentiles, who 
Auto him not. And though it be the faith of a Chriſtian, 
and not his morality, that diſtinguiſhes him from the reſt of 
mankind ; yet that faith muſt appear in the conduct of his 
life; even as love to a friend is beſt witneſſed by a readineſs 
to 40 him ſervice. It is true, the ſervice is not the love, 
nor of equal value wit it; yet the love that refuſes the ſer- 
vice will be accounted as nothing. The myſtery of faith is 
an invaluable treafare ; but the veſſel that contains it muſt 
de clean and undefllec; it muſt be held in a pure conſcience; 
as the manna, that glorious ſymbol of the word of faith, 
preached to us by the Goſpel, was confined to the Taber- 
nacle, and preferved in a veſſel of gold. A mind that is 
conformed to this world, and given up to its pleaſures, 
though jt repeat the creed without queſtioning a ſingle arti- 
cle of it, will be abhorred in the fight of God, as a veſſel 
unfit for the maſter's uſe; and unworthy, becauſe unpre= 
pared, to ſtand in the 19 holy place. It is the great excel- 
lence of faith, that it can produce ſach a transformation in 
the life and manners, as no other principle has any power 
to do: and many are poſſeſſed of this truth without applying 
it to their own advantage. It is to be feared, that à con- 
ſciouſneſs of this damps their zeal, and creates that poor, 
1 pitiful, cowardly indifference, ſo much in vogue; which if 
it had not by accident found the name of charity, would have 
been afhamed to ſhew its face in a Chriftian country. Fhey . 
are cold and backward to promote any religious converfa- 
tion; they will not appear to be in earneſt about their faith 
in the eyes of the world, leſt they ſhould be forced to abridge 


ſomewhat from the gaicty of their lives, and to live as they | 
ſpeak, 


Concluſion. 155 107 

2. But let them remember, that without bolineſs no man 
ſhall ſee the Lord: no droſs or impurity of this world will 
be ſuffered to continue in his ſight) And in this, he is no 
hard maſter, reaping where he hath-not ſown, and requiring 
the fruit of good works without giving us ſtrength and ability 
to bring them forth. He has provided for us the 5 
plood of the Lamb, and offered to us the aſſiſtance of ; 
Holy Spirit, that we may be enabled to ſerve that 1805 
God in whom we believe. If we are purged by him, we 
mall be clean: if he waſhes us, we ſhall be whiter than ſnow : 
and when the kingdom of God ſhall come, and his glory 
ſhall appear, we ſhall be prepared to * his face i in "Oe 
teeuſneſs. 


This, and no „len is my ſincereſt wiſh and prayer for 


| every Chriſtian, who ſhall give himſelf the trouhle to peruſe 
theſe papers, in which I pretend to no merit but that of a 


tranſcriber ; which I ſhall always efteem to be honour 
enough, where the word of God is my original. And if 
they ſhould be any way inſtrumental to promote ſo. good an 


end, he will not have read, nor ſhall I have written, in 


rain. 
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COMMON PEOPLE. ._ 


MEN AND BRETHREN 


g As Chriſtians and members gk. abe Church ts; 
11 you have been taught, that the T rue God, whom you 
re bound to believe and ip, 18 4 T. 4 in Unity. In 


— 


„„ —ͤ—— — Ie — — OW 
* _—_ : . 
————— — ———— 
— — 


be Holy Ghoſt, you bavs been baptized 7 and in the Litany- - 
3 | rc directed to pray to this Heh, bleſſed, and glorious Trimty,. © 
lhre perſons and one God, that he would _ n _ us. 
mſerable ſinners. 
From the firſt propagation of the Goſpel, 4 hag hee: - 
| : fort of men in the Chriſtian church, who had too high an 
pinion of their own knowledge and wiſdom to ſubmit 
qietly to this doctrine. They pretended it was contrary 
vo their Reaſon and common ſenſe, and impoſſible in the 
Nature of Things, that the true God ſhould be made manifeſt. .  \ 
In the fleſh-for the Salvation of the world; and hence they 3 
1 85 wy that the . Incarnation muſt either have been a de- 
WT Lon, a an — to — only in ſhew and appearance; 


232 


ä— — * 4 
— — 


—— 


te B . , emp 
"VE — 6 — ws 
= 2 — — ya 4 . . 
ID VO 2 GET — —————— — — EO CEA 0 IS. 


_ 


_ 


Nha _ 
8 " Mee —— — — — 
4 - 


I . 


bp - 
7 


| 2 —— the 8 ek 


— _—_ 


+, 65g 


+ „ 


by NE re years after the death of Chill, when 
Pap ſm, or the worſhip of idols, was loling its influence - 
in the Roman empire, this Hereſy, being come to its full. 
growth, did immediately ſupply the place of it, and proſ- 
pered to ſuch a degree, that it overſpread the greateſt part 

; of the Eaſt, as 1 Far at / laſt im the impoſture of the falſe 
. prophet net; ole doctrinie was readily embraces 
' wherever Ar:aniſm prevailed, and no where elſe among 
Chriſtians ; and his diſciples do at this day moſt zealouſſy 2} 
deny that Trinity which you worſhip. = 
When the Teachers, of the Church found theniſclves ac] 
turbed, Zandt their people corrupted, more and more by the 
daily increaſe of this hereſy; upwards of three hundred 
\ hriſtian biſhops, many of whom had been tortured and 
maimed in the heathen perſecutions, aſſembled together at 
the city of Nice, in Bithynia, and one Arius, a principal 3 
promoter of this wickedneſs, was ſummoned to appear be- * 
fore them: his doctrine and writings were condemned ; ; the 
Faith which thefe: koly wen had brought with them to the Wi 
councił Was declared; and ib now preſerved in the Nicene Wil 
| Creed ; which form we make uſc f in the church becauſe 'M 
it comprehonds.the ſenſe of out falth in a few words. But 
we do not reſt our belief upon t ie Authority of any human 
form, becauſe the doQrine therein expreſſed is ſecured by the 
unqueſtionable authority of the Old and New Teſtaments. 
The Evidence of this faith, as it is found in the Serip- 
tors; I have endeavoured to extract and metlibdize in the 
beſt manner I Could. The work was made public rather 
wich an humble and charitable: deſire to aſſiſt the ſtudies of 
the younger * clergy, than to inſtruct the common people; 
and therefore it was firſt printed at ru. Nevertheleſs, I 
am well perſuaded; that ſo many of the argumkfnits therein 
contained arè level to all capacities, that an unlearnæd reader: 
may thence be able to ſatisfy himſelf, and inform dus Chriſ- | 
tian neighbours. I ſhall therefore have no occaſion in thie 
place to urge any new evidence from the Seripture, but. 

only to refer to ſome of the old itcbheing the deſign of this 
Addreſs to obviate a ſet of popular arguments, which haus: 
| been 


been made uſe of by ſome nameleſs writers to turn y, 
affeQions from the doctrine of the Trinity; moſt of Which 


might be applied with as much propriety to prejudice you 
you 1 ie ont * in nm OPEN: 1-0 . 


. 


I. You NPE my ous Minka this map is a copay 
vailing paſſion in human nature; and unleſs we are very 
much upon our guard, and are fortified with the true prin- 
ciples of Chriſtian humility, we are all of us in danger of 
being enſnared by it. Men are proud of their clothes, and 
proud of their riches, and proud of their titles; but, above 


all, they are proud of their underſtanding. Some men args 


endued with a ſtrength: of mind which enables them to 
up with cheerfulneſs under the common trials of f ſiekneß 


15 5 


and loſſes, and diſappointments ; while, perhaps, the fa 2 


men cannot endure the thought of being cheated and impoſed ; 


upon, becauſe it is a reflection upon their undenſlanding. Our 
adverſaries, therefore, hoping to make the * impreſ- 
ſion, apply themſelves firſt of alh t ide | 


you, that this doctrine of the Trinity is Inpoſed upon your 


conſciences by Church Aulbority *. 1. But if the fact be laid 
before you, it will ſoqh appear that no point of faith is thus 
impoſed upon you by the Church of England. The points 


of faith which you are. required to believe are interwoven 
with all the forms and offices of our public Liturgy. They 
are collected together for the younger ſort of people in the 


Church Catechiſm; and for all teachers, whether clergy or 
laity, they are drawn out more at large in the Articles f 
Keligion, generally printed at the end of the Book of Com- 

mon Prayer. So that all the articles of faith being impoſed 


in the ſame manner, it will follow, that they are all im- 


poſed by Church Authority, or none of them. Let us put 
it to the trial, and begin with the firſt article of the Creed— * 
believe in God the Father Almighty. How is this article 
ang; Does the n determine by her own ein 


FI - 1. * 4 


* Sos; the dae pen of a ma * 6 An 1 to che ne 7 
& Senſe of all Chriſtian People, &c, printed for Millar, in the Strand. 
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whether tere is a God or not ꝰ A f ſo for the: . 

the Church determine whether there is Ghrifty or an Holy | 
Gο² ! whether there will be -a-refurre&ion of+ the: deu, and 

a life.everlafting ? Cenainly the Church neither does nor can 
pretend to determine any of theſe things for us; becauſe 
vchare any thing is determined by authority, ſuch authority 
mul}: be ſuperior to hat it determines : to ſuppoſe which, 
in this caſe, would be equally falſe and preſumptuous.. 
Therefore the truth of the matter is this; that the Church. 
does only declate that faith which. it has received ; and in- 


c ſtead of her impyfing;; this faith is impoſed upon the Church 


by the uncontrolable authority of God in the Holy Serip- 
tuxe, to which every private Chriſtian is referred for the 

paper evidence of any particular doctrine, and for that of 
Tinity amongſt. the reſt. Thoſe articles which are of 


A nature inferior to the Church itſelf, are the only ſubjects Mi 
of Church authority. Thus, as the body. is mare than the- 5 
raiment that is worn upon it; fo the life and being of the WM 


Church is ſupetior to thoſe autyward regulations, which ſerva 


only to tlie order, decencys and well- being of it; and which. 


the Church may, fot this reaſon, appoiut, ao and im- 
prove by her own authority. But if my man informs you, 
that points of faith, or moral practice, are impaſed upon your 
cemſciences by the ſame authority, he. has aither miſtaken the 


caſe, or is himſelf W to impoſe _ pou 


. 


MI. But 6 the Goſpel, 2 derüy. e „ | 
fons of all capacities,” and-unleſs all perſons of common ſenſe: 
are qualified to underſtand what the Lord requires of them, 
we muſt charge Almighty God with dealing unfairly with 
his creatures. Now it the Goſpel be ſo caſy, that no- 
thing but bare common ſenſe is wanted for the underſtanding 
of it, why do theſe authors write ſo many books to help 
you to underitand it in the 4rian ſenſe ? If you are able, as 
they flatter you, to inſtruct yourſelves out of the Goſpel, 
then thei: 24 ra is 2 contradiction to their principle, and 


4 Ibid, 94 bo | 


Ae ee C Fn 


their labour is ſuperfluous by their own eee! My 
prethren, we do not argue in this manner; we know -that 
you have | ſenſe and ability to underſtand the merits of u 
caufe, and are ready to hear reaſon, when iti is plainly re- 
preſented to you: but if you wete able to make all things | 
intelligtble to your ownſelves, we * neither Parc ta to F 
you, nor write books for you. 11 wy - 
When God appointed Teachers in his Church 6 ar. nit; 
28.) he certainly did not ſuppoſe that the congregation would 
be equally capable of teaching themſelves. If this were 
true, then indeed God would ſeem to have dealt unfairly. 
with Chriſtian people, by appointing a miniſtry of leargd 
men, and providing for their inſtruction, as if bare comrgbn 
ſenſe, with the Bible in its hand, were not ſo ſufficienꝭ as 
our adverſaries would have you e in nen to "Sz 
but not to themſelves. 
The Duty of a Chriſtian Miniſter is to teach; his audles | 
2T7c intended to qualify him, and his time is ſet apart for 
that purpoſe. For the bulk of the „ God hath ap- 
pointed labour and bufinefs of another kind, as neceſſary to 
ſupport themſelves and their families; and cheir duty is to 
gear. Butlif God has required you to do our work and 
your o] too, then your lot is hard indeed. You will not, 
therefore, think it any reflection upon your common ſenſe, 
that Gothhas appointed an order of Teachers in his Church, 
who will never deſire you to believe what they are not at all 
times ready to prove; but will rather beſeech him that theſe 
Teachers may be endued with faith and affection to fulfil 
the labour ¶ love to which: they are called, and courage to 
declare that truth which they have learned from the Holy 
Seriptures 3 and by thus praying for the Clergy, you will! 
_ convince them, that God hath added Grace to your common” | 
ſenſe, and that you practiſe that Chriſtian charity which is 
more acceptable in His ſight than the attainments of learns 
ing and knowledge; for theſe are no more than temporary | 
| qualifications, and are to be uſed only as means ; ; but Charity ; 
is the end and * all. | 


T1, 1 3 I ö 


+ They tell young ee as 8 _ at or. = 


have a right to judge for "themſelves: 3 


As this principle very nearly affects che peace ef the Chrif. 


tian world, and the ſalvation of individuals, I would adviſe 7 3 | 
vou to enquire ſtrictly into the meaning of theſe: tems; and 


to conſider how far they may be juſtified,: and how: far they 
are to be condemned. Right is a pleaſing thing, and liberty 


is an old temptation; but if any Chriſtian doth ſo aſſert his 


right againſt an human law, as to depart from his obedi- 


25 and ſubjection to the divine law, ſuch a right will do 


under his religious miſtakes againſt the ſuperior judg- 


chief maifteked he will have to anſwer for. 

hen they aſſert that you are to | judge for 8 
they muſt mean, either that you are ta judge of truth by its 
proper evidence; or that by a eertain prerogative of con- 
ſcience, you are to gueſs for, yourſelves what is right or 
wrong, without any evidence l all. If only the former of 
theſe Senſes is intended, they ſay n 
and what the Church hath ſaid ever ſince the Reformation. 
If the latter is alſo allowed, and 


without any evidence, or with ſome falſe and partial repre- 


ſentation of it; then it will follow, that the diffemnge be, 
tween good and evil is not real, but imaginary; that truth 
and fal ſhood, like temporary faſhions, are not the objects of 


reaſon but of fancy; which doctrines, if admitted in their 
full latitude, would turn all reaſon and religion ae Gow) 
and I think they have done it in part already. > 5245 
When they come to apply this principle, they take © oc- 
eaſion to add, that if you are convinced of ſuch doctrines as 
they teach you, viz. that God Almighty is only one and the 
ame perſon ; that the Holy Ghoſt is fi miniſter in the * 


ment of the church; that he. has angels to aſſi him; that 


do more than we all ſay, 


nlearned people have a 
right to follow their conſcience (that is, their inclination) 


** A 
— tab ro 


k him no good when he has got it, becauſe it will not protect 


nt of God; ſo far from it, that it is probably one of the 


Chriſt js to be honoured with mediatorial worſhip, &. = 5 


# Ibid, p. 733+ | #P, 115. But 


Wo you have a Right to Prot again the dthanafian Creed *. N 


th 
ſe 


ſu 


Tuner tithe Comm 2x27 


But I ſay, neither you nor Iran poſſibly. have any Auch 
right as this, unleſs we are convinced by /u ufficient 'reaſohs. 
Our perſuaſion. can never be turned into any argument; 
unleſs it be alſo maintained, that a man who is+perſuaded 
can never be miſtaken. The Mabometans are convinced, 
that their Alcoran is a divine revelation; that all Chriſtians | 
are guilty of blaſphemy in believing, 5 idolatry i in wor- 
thipping, à Trinity in Vnity ; and that they have a right to 
proteſt againſt the foundations of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. 
But as they are convinced of theſe things for very badireaſons, 
we pity the blindneſs. of their underſtanding, and only laugg 
at the righi they have aſſumed, as one of thoſe many grougd- 
leſs caitles, which human vanity and bigotry have bui de 
in the air. 45 
But allowing that Arias thus eondineed have 'a-right of 
proteſting,” what are orthodox Chriſtians to do on the other 
hand ? have they no right? does a perſuaſion confer a right 
on one fide,” and none on the other? that t Would be very 
unreaſonable!” Therefore we, ho are convinced that the 
Creed of Athanaſius iq mote - agreeable t to the Seripture than 
the doctrines of Aria in, have a right to remonſtrate againſt 
the repealing of it; though we can never expect to do ſo, 


| without being N and reviled for it as long! as We eint. 
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. IV. T0 prejidice your Winds e thes Alen. Creek, 
they inform you, that the doctrine of the Trinity, as there 
ſet forth, is not expreſſed in the words F Scripture: there ate 
no fuch propoſitions to be found in the declarations of Chrift and 
his Apoſtles 5. By this it is meant, that you do not find any 
ſuch expreſſions as Trinity in Unity not three Eternal, but 
one Eternal and ſuch like. The beſt courſe you can take 
upon this occaſion, is to argue with them upon their own 
principles, which generally ſtop a man's mouth ſooner than 
any other. Aſk them, where they find it aſſerted in the 
words of Seripture, Almighyy God is ane ſuprame intelligent 
Being, or 8 ? Aſk 81 in what Wn or verſe, Chriſt 
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Church, ik, beſides the words of Scripture, it uſes: others, 
-Upes ſtill retain Ad ata as geren er eg e 


Ex. you examine the Creed hs yh 
daoctrine as they have put into it; } 
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Haid "that he has Angel for bis Afar & Alle them, again, WW 
eee . eee 8 
more fuck! queſtions, which they can er eee u pen 


their own principles: fo that they have employed an Argu- 
ment to corrupt you, which returns upon themſelves, and 
with this diſadvantage on their fide; that they have departed 
from the ſenſe as well as the words. of Scripture; but the 


juſtify, wag duc Trig 
But Jeſt vou ſhould believe this, they aſi = '2 


| n Creed has propoſed a downright contradiction as 


un Article of Faith ; and if this be the caſe, then indeed we 


muſt or, U — ſuch a contradiction cannot he 2 by 1 


6 al Gods is one God . ” 


that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, are, NOT 


THREE GODS, but ONE GOD; and again, We are 


Nig forbidden, „by the Catholic Religion, to ſay, there be, Three 
% Gods.” I pray you to obſerve this; and to conſider with 
yourſelves, whether our adverſarres, ſuppoſing them to be 


ſatisfied in their own conſciences that they were able to con 
Fute the Catholic doctrine of Three perſons, and one Gad, would 


have endeavoured to take advantage of your ſimplicity, by 


putting e notion of Fre Gag mee of it? 


VI... Upon other abc they try to give you an ill 


opinion of our ecelybigſtical forms, by calling. them the 


decrees of fallible. men ', and Creegs of human invention *; which 


is a very mean objection, unleſs they who make it, and 
poop a contrary ſort of belief, are themſelves infallible 
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We a tha the dene. 10 . forms 
'pſcd in the Church were men like ourſelves. But did they 
deliver the doctrine of theſe forms as their ann dh mnt or 
as the doctrine of Almighty God in the Scripture ?: If they 
delivered it as their own, then their Fallibility » would be a 
| pertinent conſigleration: but if it is the doctrine of the Serip· | 
ture, then the -fallibility of the men who delivered it, is 
nothing to the purpoſe; and as ſuch only we take it, uſing 
our own private judgment in relation to the nn, hu: ſub- 
mitting our reaſon to the infallible Spirit of God, A judge 
who ſits upon the bench by the king's authority, to deerming Py 
civil cauſes, is 'a fallible man: but fo far as he makes 
law of the land the rule of his judgment, he is infalliþ e 
And we never attempt to perſuade you, that the teachery of 
our Church are infallible, but ſo far only as they make tf 
Scripture the rule of their judgment, Therefore, when 
you hear them reflected upon as fallible men, do them fo 
much juſtice as to aſk yourſelyes the queſtion, Whether they 
vho make this objection ate themſelves infallible? Is not 
the Author of an Appeal"to the Common Senſe > of all Chriſtian 
People, a fallible man} when he tells you, in terms of human 
invention, that God is one ſupreme intelligent Agent, or Per. 
Fon 2 that the Holy Spirit is his frf Miniſter ? that Chriſt 
did really fuffer in his higheſt capacity * that he is to be 
with Mediatorial MWorſbip? Doth he not deliver 
dockrines as a fallible man ? Yea verily, not only as 
one who wack be, but who n it, deceived, if the S 
ture is true. 28 5 8 


VII. As a abe ieee to oppelitivn; you are 
taught that any body may deny the Trinity upon Prote/lant 
principles. And here give me leave to tell you, my friends, 
chat there are ſome people who ſeem to think it is the pro- 
feſſion of a Praieſtant, not to believe but to deny; and that a 
man is no good Proteſtant, unleſs he diſputes every thing 
that falls in his way. Had this been the true Chriſtian ſpirit, 
| yur e would probably have recommended it to his | 
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hearers, 
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a Whence the people were to un 


1 A temper are able to diſcern the truth when it is offered, 
9 ecording to that expreſſion of Chriſt I thank thee, O Father, 


tui ſe ana prudent, and haſt revealed them unto babes.” There 


the doctrine of a Trinity in Unity. As to myſelf, my whole 
Book bears witneſs for me, that I thought it my own duty, 


to the teſt of Scripture, as the only ſufficient rule in ſuch a 


r 
1 


ne a WN 40 ge 7 og — 


0 I by arc ere to then A littls chile — . . | 
derſtand, that as a little child WI 
beceives the inſtruction of its parents, without any of the 
perxerſe diſputings of '#" corrupted. mitid'; to 
"Feeeive-the kingdom of heaven, that is, the doctrine of he 
Goſfel. This is a 3 lovely in, the ſight of God 
and men, and ſo far from rendering the poſſeſſors of it 
more iable to be impoſed upon, that none but perſons f 


fd of benen and earth, that thou haſt bid theſe things from 


e's be more peace in the world than there is now, if 
men n me remember this; and there would be more 
0 e blind as they who are always 

| of th tir own eye · ſight; they are 

fo filled up with the opinion their underſtanding every 
thing, that it is impoſſible to n them 2 nga when 
ey are miſtaken, * | 
But it may be dangerous to . any farttier: upon this | 
ſubject, leſt it ſhould be uten that 1 m n you 
into Popery. n 
There is, Lower, a very falſe light, in which your 
liberty; as Proteſtants, is repreſented to yau, and therefore 
I think it my duty to make you aware of it. No Pro- 
* 7eflant (they ſay) can, conſiſtently with acknowledging 
ce the Scripture as the only rule, charge you with the leaſt. 
tc preſumption, for bringing deerees nos found there to the teſt 
« of a rational enquiry *.” The decrees here alluded to is 


ce tt? * i 


and would have it alſo be your practice, to bring this doctrine 


caſe, And I am perſuaded, no reaſonable Christin will 


| | P. 6. ? | 
4 5 bare 


WT 1 | rar 
8 to your proceedings, if yon examine in 


the. Trinity is found in the Scripture, or not. But we: ſhall 
charge you juſtly with a great deal of preſumption, if yon 


eue it for granted that a decree is falſe, and then compare 
it with the Scripture to ſee whether it be true. If this is 
Jour method, you muſt unavoidably conclude as your ad- 
viſers have done before you. To prevent which, I recem- 


matter, before he heareth it, it is folly, and ſhame unts him * 


= prejudices and anticipations, is guilty of great injuſtice to- 
= wards his Chriſtian en e auth is all _ n putting 
nick upon himſelf ien ee op * 2 
If you conſult the bene 0. to the: reader, prefixed to the 
Catholic Doctrine, you will ſee, to dof 


_ upon what grounds I. have gha: ged the 
and his followers, with this unflir practice of — 


from it. Perhaps you never heard any hiſtory of that Author, 
therefore I will tell you thus much of him: that he was 2 


but. 


Attributes (or perfections) of. God; and having diſcovered, as 
he thought, by the force of his own wit, what God was and 
mult be; in all reſpects, he rejected the Chriſtian doctrine 
of the Trinity; and to put the beſt face he could upon his 
Unbelief, ſpent much of the remainder of his life in writing 


in picking holes in the Bible. 

The Author of an Appeal to the Common Senſe of all Ghri 72 
Han People, calls him, the immortal Dr. Clarke *, and has 
horrowed from him the ſubſtance of that whole book, which 

was the worſt thing he ever wrote in his life. The glittering 
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man heavy to be reſpected for his'temper and ſcholarſhip; 
zpened, unfortunately. for his character as a Chriſ- 
tian, that he wrote a celebrated boek upon the Beg and 


the beſt manner you are-able, whether the Cathalic dactrine of 


undertake to compare 4t. with Seripture as a decree not ite 
in Scripture; for this is to beg the queſtion; that s, 


mend thoſe words of the wiſe man He that anſugreth' & 


A Proteſtant who enters upon a mock [enquiry with thels | 


the Scripture that knowledge which they ought to Tecervy 


ambiguous comments, and finding various n that is, 
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I il propoſe to you, on the other hand, thoſe learned and WW 
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\Martyrs, who were concerned in reforming the Church 
of) England from the errors of Popery. If the doctrine of 
the Trinity. is fo contrary to the Scripture, as our adver- 
mies would have you believe, how did it happen that theſe 
men, who were certainly endued with all the advantages and 
ornaments of human learning, and had the Bible ſo often in 
their hünds, that they tranſlated every word of it into the 
Eagliſh tongue, ſuffered this doctrine of the Trinity to 
Rand unreformed ? I will thew you, how the Arians endea- 
voured to folve this difficulty, which is indeed a very great 
one. They ſay, it may fairly be preſumed, that as they 
were juft come out of the groſs corruptions of Popery, 
* they did not fee the whole truth as it is in Jeſus “. So 
that notwithſtanding their reſolution to reform, yet Popery 
hung tout them ſtill, and they did not reform Jo 'much as 
they ought to have done. But if you are to be guided by 
preſumptions, you will ſoon diſcover, that the fairer pre- 


fumption is on the other fide, when the nature of men and 1 
things upon ſuch occaſions is rightly conſidered. When 6 
tares, growing amongſt wheat, are to be plucked up, there qq 
is not nearly fo much danger that any tares ſhould be left V 
behind, as that ſome of the wheat ſhonld' be plucked up i 
1 along with them. If you have a crooked ſtick in your p 
4 hand, and would make it ſtraight, the firſt ſtep you take is t 
1 to bend it too much the contrary way; after which it may 
N come to be right at laſt. Juſt ſo it happens, that if mankind 


4 Ibid. p. 4 
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———— 


| [coffnded with any thing, and ſenſible of is. alt viebe 

bey are apt © fly from it with ſuch: — - 
nerſion, as to fall, before they are aware, into the contrary” 

extreme : and their prejudice, if they have any, is not fur, 


little, they are in danger of being in ſuch a heat as to over-do- 
every thing they ſet about: whence it is moſt naturally to- 


Popery, were not then inclined to act in favour of Popery. 
A ſpirit of Reformation is an excellent thing; and I wiſh 
to God it abounded amongſt us more than it does, provided 
it would exert its force againſt thoſe real corryptions, which 
are but too viſible to all ſerious members of the Church 
England; but unleſs it is tempered with great wiſdom ard 
caution, it degenerates naturally into a ſpirit of contraditiom- 
Which things being conſidered, I would adviſe you not te 
be influenced by any preſumptive reflections upon the judg- 
ment of our firſt Reformers, till the Arians are able to 
prove, by ſome direct ewden:;g,. that the doctrine of the 


1 


nn ien of 1 oi 


IX. Our adverkariesIay ſo great a kes upon this charge: 

of popery, and find it ſo convenient at every turn, that 

hey are determined to make papiſts of us at any rate; 

thereſore they aſſure you, in words not fit for a Chriſtian to 
repeat, that the Church of Rome had as good a right to 
« impoſe the-worſhip of angels, and the Virgin Mary, upon 
« the conſciences of men, as the church of England had to 
« impoſe the worſhip of the Holy Spirit as God, and of 
«« Three Perſons as one God 5.” The papiſts, without 
queſtion, will thank them for putting the worſhip of the 
Virgin Mary upon a level with that of the Holy Spirit. But 
this reſpect being paid to the papiſts at our expence, it is 
proper you ſhould be made acquainted with the merits * 

this affair. | 
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but again, what-they are correcting. Inſtead of doing too 


de inferred, that our Divines, who reformed the errors of 


Trinity, as now expreſſed in our Creeds and n is an | 
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5 People to truſt themſelves in the hands of an Arian reaſoner. 


The 45 — 15 e 1 of the 
Dleſſed Virgin, by any precept or example of — 34 
Dut tell you, in ſome fabulous legends, what heavenly favours 
| Have been granted to her GY 
may be encouraged. to the like ĩdolatry. But Where will the 
4rians find: any ſuch. ſtories impoſed by the church of Es- N 
ad, to juſtify the worſhip of the Holy Ghoſt : g 5 

If you aſk the papiſts how they can prove that we ought | . 
to worſhip. the bleſſed Virgin, the beſt argument they can 
allege, is the practice and infallibility of their own Reman 
Catholic church: but do we ever attempt to quiet. your ſeru- 
es with any protenines to-un Rater or per- 
infallibility ?  - | 037 4502306 e 
t us paſs at Sores to tha Sceipvenk itſelf, which will 
you how dangerous it is for unlearned and well-meaning 


Doth the Scripture, in any chapter or verſe of it, call the 
bodies of Chriſtian people the Temple of the Virgin Mary? ; 
But the apoſtle St. Paul faith—-Anow ye not that your body is 
tbe Temple of ths loly Gh ſte 2 And what is the uſe of a 
temple ? Is it not an houſe of prayer, praiſe, and ſacriſice? 
He that has a temple muſt be entitled to divine honours in 
itz. or we ſhall be guilty of delatry when we worſhip him in 
his own temple ; which is abſurd. | The apoſtle himſelf makes 
this practical inference in the words which immediately 
follow—Therefore glorify God in your body. And if che 1 
Ged in this place denotes an object of worſhip: excluſive of 
the Holy Spirit, (as our adverſaries are obliged to ſuppoſe, ' 
or give up the point) then it will follow, that the en 
belongs to one Being, and the glory and worſhip to another; 
which is one of thoſe many ſtrange things vou are bound to 
delieve, before you can be of the Arigp opinion ,- 
Can you find it any where written In the Seripture, tha; | 
the angels of heaven worſhipped. the Bin irgin Mary? Read 
the ſixth chapter of the prophet Iſaiab, in which the dero 
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iF 
6 See Carb. Dcr. Chap. ii. Art. 10. 7 You may ſee the Aditor of the 
Appeal driven to this abſurdity, and endeafouring fcriouſly to uphold it, if 


en his book, p. 61, 62, 
phim 


pm aeride Gly thi Lond of Lge wht pace the fol | 


RT... 


in the liſt chapter of the Ach, that theſe words. wha ſpoken 
by the Holy. Ghoft." So that when we ſay, . Cory be 46 


we have the example of the ſeraphim in heave) for this 


under all the Ps it meets with here ae in the 


world. e nb firm 
When you 3 reflected. upon wit china hen you 


are born of Gad are any where ſaid to be born of «tle Virgla 
Mary? Whether the Apoſtles, who were called of Gd to the 
miniſtry of the Goſpel, were called of the Virgir ary? 
Whether the Virgin Mary can be tempted. and baſphem 2 
by ſinners? Whether ſhe conferred divine inſpiralon upon 


ment? Whether we are baptized in the NAME; thz 
into the religion and 2p9r/bif of the Virgin Mary ? But all 
theſe things, and many more, are true of the Holy Spirit ; 
who dwelling in our body as in his own temple, is therein 
to be ſerved and glorified ; and being alſo worſhipjed and 
glorified, tagether with the Father and the Son, by the 
angels of heaven, I think we have a better right to vorſhip 
| 2 mg. upon earh, Ae either to worſhip. the 


K | 


r nes un 8 301 we boon o ulle ta 
Fay. wes: this ſubject from the Scripture, that it is great 


| As if it were Bd. inſult upon the Church of England to 
| bo ms. ee ſs. as the Wer of ae 
Fapiſts !“! a4 


wat St. Pay 1 — plaig, 3 cloſe: ce * Lond of 
Haaf been. the ſeraphim glorified, ſpake abet words 


l See Cath, Doct. "_ II. Arg KN. 9 See Appeal, p. 104. note. 
EY | | e which 
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———— oe Now St. Panta 


dhe Father, and to the Son, and to the HOLY GHOST,” 


way of worſhip; a oonſideration which will mak us eaſx 


che prophets of the Old, or the apoſtles of the Ne Teſta- | 


i wo Z Anac! 898 li rf ig; 


favour in them not to {riumph over us, and inſult us/jor. it 5. 


OO 


may aſk yourſelves: the queſtion, Whether Chriſtans who - 


1 
4 
. 


inthe ſame manner conclude. ih 
guſe the words of the Lord J was 
ne not) are applied to 
thus introduces 


the Apoſt 
e faith, J was found of them" that' fought' mne not d. Thial 
Author, Ibelieve, is the firſt Chriſtian who did ever ſi 
tat the applied tlie words in this verſe 10 the perſon 
or thoſe in the preceding to the 


ee, is called by the name of the | 
Lat of lin, was glorified by angels, ſe 
t by his own authority: 
Paul infoggs us, wayike hes GRA. 


by. 


name, andiwith the: 
to allow that the 7 Parallel, and will 


r. But when God ſpeaks by a prophet, he 
emther when he ſpeaks by his Spirit, he ſpeaks by 
| He recinciled the world by Jeſus Chriſt, but not a8 by an- 


truly a: @ man utters his voies by the ſpiriſ or breath of his 
' own mouth; or ſearcheth his own thoughts by the opera- 
tion of his own mind. I am not afraid to inſiſt upon this 
A compariſon, becauſe I-borrow'it from St. Paul: and it de- 
3 monſtrates ſuch an unity between God and the Spirit of 


1 P. 6. 
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f hriſtians + dolls | | 4x pals Ad. not; nor do thay: 

E . 10 Nee over it by any ſolution I have yet ſeen, t 

Fwhich will not alſo prove that a man and his ſpirit muſt be 4 

tro different. beings f er that we may Correct an Apolles 

argument till it [quares with our own opinion. In is 

manner reaſons the author f the 2 The $61 

' repreſented as a Perſon ue ſeurrheth the thing s of Ca, . 

and Ws be cannot be God *. But if h. Phe be God, 

becauſe he ſearcheth the things of God; then the ſpirit ok 

| 2 man cannot be a man, becauſe it knoweth the things of a 

man. But obſerve-how he proceeds: “ No man, ſays he, 

can knew, or make known to others the thoughts of a 

5 « marj, but either the man himſelf, en he 7o whomoever the - 

| will diſcover them.” In which words the TR, © f 

manifeſtly - changed. The Apoſtle ſaith, what man 

hatbenh the things of a man, but the ſpirit of man which is in 

| bim ; that is, the man himfelf : but the author of the Appeal 

| ſays, either the man himſelf, or ene other. F 'The Seri pture 

itſelf gives us the Catholic concluſion; this alteration of the 

Scripture: wo admit of the Arian concluſion. From St. 
fon, the Spirit ! is God himſelf; from this 


| 8 he is iter 8 e or ſome other. WS 412+ b 
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X. In a b X ies y Gs int the Ariichs f Ri 75 
eien, ung r the title of The Confeſſional, I have met with a 
new objecten to our way of worſhip ; which, as it can de- 
| none but common readers, I ſhall preſent you with it 
In this place. '« The Athanaſian Creed ſays, as the author 
of this work obſerves, © that in ALL THINGS the Unity 
| in Trinity, and the Trinit 05 in Unity 3 is to be worſhipped 3,” 
Then he aſks, © Is this ſe in ALL our forms of wor- 
40 ſhip? Turn back to 8 Litany,” (that is, turn forward, 
| the Litany ſtands after the Athanafian Creed) © and you will 
e fee three diſtinct invocations of the three Perſons, to each 
2 of whom the term God 1 is aff igned, implying a ſufficiency 
a l each, in his perſonal Capacity, to hear and N the 


| 2 P. 66, 3 Confeſſional, p. 319. 
6:8 = as | 0 petition.” 


notoriaas 3 from her own maxims; whereas he ous 


« petition.” | This, he . you; is a + remarkable had nll 
rious deviation from. the Athangſian maxim; * eg othel 
_ might be given in great abundance. __ 

By an Athangſian, he means Aa Criſtian maxim; 5 1 25 call 
1 Aang, that your faith may ſeem to fand in the wiſaofl 
; of men: and our deviation from this maxim is evident 
him, from the three diſtinct invocations in the beginning « 0 
the Litany, But if you look into the Litany itſelf, yd 
will diſcover, that theſe three invocations are followed by } 
fourth, addreſſed to the Holy, bleſſed, and glorious Trane 
<« nity, three Perſons and ONE GOD.” In the thre I 
former petitions, the Unity 7 in Trinity ; in the fourth, . 
Trintty i in Unity is worſhipped, But of this fourth he take 
no notice; and then accuſes the Church of a remarkable au 


to have taken the whole addreſs lege er, and tien hay = 
urged his exceptions, if any ſuch could have been reaſod 5 5 
ably made againſt it. To take one portion of any fora 
abſtracted from another which completes it, and then charꝗg 
His brethren with defects and contradictions of his ow 5 E 
making, is agreeable neither to Tound criticiſm, nor indes 
to common equity. Such a practice as this will conviꝗ 
even the Scripture itſelf of athiſm : for if you leave ou 
the words The fool hath aid i in his heart, there will remaid "RY 
the naked afſertion—here is no, God. Or it mighy be prove 
from the Goſpel, as I once heard it attempiffl by ar 
communicated infidel, that the Old Teſtament i is now to b 707 
utterly condemned and laid aſide, becauſe it is ſaid Han 5 5 
all the law and the prophets, But if the ſentence be taken 1 
that form in which the Scripture hath given it, the ſenſe i UN 
entirely altered; and fo it happens with the objection latel 

diſcovered by the author of the Confeſſional. His brethren 0 
as you have ſeen, accuſe us of believing in Three Geds; an 
he mocks at our worlhip,zas if it could be reconciled wil 
no other principle, . 
XI. But it is ſaid farther, that the doctrine of the Frinic 4 
is an NI ve doctrine *, which has done infinite miſchief * 
p. 66, of the Appeal. 
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4 Ebbe ts the Commun i ban. | wp 8 + 
the cauſe of Chriſt's religion, and that it is 1 den W 
the converſion of Fews, Mahometans, and Heathens *, 20 * 1 WE 
25 we hold this doctrine neceſſary to ſalvation, 4 : 
On ſuch ocgaſions as this, the Goſpel, I-fear,: will coun. 
tenance but a very ſmall degree of compliance. In mat. . 
ters indifferent, and for the ſake of thoſe who have . 
broken the bond of peice, and Chriſtian unity, every con- | 
ceſſion ought to be made that can be made with innocence... , 
But if we once quit our moorings, to launch out into the 
boundleſs ocean of worldly Policy, mifcalled Moderation, 
in ſearch of proſelytes, whoſe pride, pleaſureg and merit it 
is, not tg be found and converted, we ſhall be rewarded with 
ſhame d ps and ſhall alſo make ſhipwreck 
of our own fatth, 1270 
The, Socinians objected it to us 1 ago, that the doc. 
W trines bf the Trinity and Incarnation prevent the converſion 
of Mahimetans, Fews, and Pagans, And the ſame doctrines 
inder our Arians and Socinians too from being converted; 
the true character of the Chriſtian Saviour, and the true 
object of Chriſtian worſhip, being ſo eſſential to the Goſpel, 
that no man is to be accounted a convert, till he agrees with 
Chriſtians i in theſe articles, Were we to alter the Chriſtian | 
bach into what Jews, Turks, and Pagans believe, then w } 
8 | ſhould gain them all; tor then we ſhould he agreed ; that . | 
is, we ſhould ceaſe to vb Chriſtians as well as they, | | 
If this reaſoning is of any force in one caſe, it muſt be 
admitted in others. The Trinity, they ſay, is fo offenſive 1 
to the Turks, that we ſhall never gain them till it is given 
up. No: nor then neither. For Mahomet gave them a 
liberty of having ſeveral wives; but Chriſt hath taught us, | 
that God in the beginning mad? them male and female, and that 
= : Chriſtian muſt have no more wives than Adam had. Of 1 
this doctrine I. nlay therefore fay, with as much reaſon as J 
the Arians do of the Trinity, that it has dane infixile miſchief, 
and that we can never expect the converſion of iMahometans, ſa 
long as it keeps its place i in the Coſpcl of Chrüt. It an 
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ſcriptural doctrine; but it may be turned this way or r tha ' 8 
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Arian or Secinien wits: preach in the PIN * — Wi 
be, inſiſting properly upon this doQrine, he would make N 
no converts: for the Turk will as ſbon be perſuaded io 
ſhip the Trinity in Unity, or even three different Gods, 1 
as ſubmit to have no more, than one wife. And this may WE 
dee to ſhew the weakneſs and abſurdity of ſuch popular 
arguments; to which, J apprehend, our diſputants againſt WA 
Take Church would not apply themſelves ſo very often, could 
_ they depend ſafely upon better topics. If the preſent faith WA 
and worfhip of the Church are againſt the Scripture, that is 
"mavhy ; and we ſhall want no other arguments to perſuade } . . 
us out of them. But if they are not, I leave you to judge, 
my friends, whether we ought to forſake them out of civility 
to the Turks, who pray five times a 6. nat act _— never 
become Chriſtians. | 1 
But there are Papiſis in the world whe WED fouls to be 
ſaved as well as the Turks; and what would they think of _ 
us, if we thould gratify Jews, Heathens, and Mahometans, 9 of 


by denying the Trinity? They have always been ſound in "I 


the belief of this doctrine; and we could never hope to re- 
cover any proſelytes from the errors of Popery; but, on the 
contrary, ſhould make the religion of Proteſtants more WE 
odious than ever, if, under the name of reformation, we Wl 
were to root up the foundations of the Goſpel. You have 
heard, perhaps, that they have called us Heretics-for theſe 
two hundred years paſt ; and very falſely : but if we ſhould 
abjure the Chriſtian Trinity, we ſhould no longer have the 
name for nothing; but ſhould be guilty of adding that truth | 
to the accuſation, of which they would not fail to wake 1 7 
their advantage. And, laſtly, the far ee Bom of Pro- 5 1 
teſtants would reject us. 1 
Theſe things being n we are bibughs at length oy 
to the following iſſue : that to pleaſe ſome, we mult part 
with the doctrine of the Prinity ; and to pleaſe others, we 
muſt keep it. Which may ſhew plainly enough what I haven” 
had in view from the beginning of this Epiſtle, that-merclys 
popular arguments are of no uſe towards ſettling points ꝙ Eo 
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; n charity are indeed to be conſulted; by every „ Chriſtian? 7 and * 


2 on every ſubject; Vut a writer who has a good cauſe to 
WE maintain, and knows where its proper ſtrength lies, will - 


* not go out of his way to amuſe people with what is nothing 
1 to the purpoſe: Whereas, if a cauſe is not ſo ſtrong as it 
3 ſhould be, popular conſiderations ſerve to put the reader into 
an heat; and when a man's paſſions are up, he will hear no 
reaſon on one ſide, and requires none on the other. : 
XII. There is one more of their inſinuations, which is £ 
the laſt I ſhall make any remarks upon at preſent ; and it Tl 
this, vizMhat << there are ſeveral Clergymen of the Church 
« of England, who groan under the weight of the Aas. 
0 ſian forms and worſhip, that would be very glad of your 
e aſſiſtance to be delivered from ſo great a burden upon 
their conſciences *.” For the eredit of the Church of 
England, I hope there are not many ſuch : but if any 
Clergymen ſhould be ſo miſtaken as to imagine, that a con- 
tempt for any of the Chriſtian doctrines is an argument of 
their ſuperior ſenſe and learning, they are more truly the 
objects of Pity, than of Envy or Imitation: and your Arian | 
counſellors, who are ſo forward to caution you againſt human 
authority, will give me leave to adviſe you not to depend 
upon human example. An error is ſtill an error though it 
reſides in a Clergyman ; and inſtead of being thereby ſanc- 
tified, 18 e more deformed and dangerous than it was 
before. A profane oath, or a curſe, would ſound the more 
horrible, if a Biſhop were to have the uttering of it. A 
toad is an hideous creature in every ſituation; but is never 
ſo much abhorred as when it creeps into the beſt room of 
the houſe. The miniſters of Chriſt are the ſalt of the earth: 
and if this ſalt have ft its N therewith [hall it be ſea 
on „ 
The Scripture will teach you, that the worſhip of the 
Golden Calf was a grievous fin, though Aaron, who was a 
Clergyman, had the making of it. And there was a time, 
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When the THY body ot the Clergy, 1 Was hes! "TION be A 
determined Chriſt himſelf to be a blaſphemer and er ; 
and were inſtant with wor voices bog pen. that he might 
be Lrucifſed. 9 6 WOO 

het Clergymen, who, like Dr. est, ant his folloger, 
me author of the Appeal, do by their own confeſſion. believe | 
m different Gags, while they falſely accuſe us of believing 
| Three, would undoubtedly be very glad to be welf rid of a 
Trinity in Unity; as the Turks were, when they took the 


8 religion of Mahomet into the place of it. And if they ſhould 


er prevail, by dint of popular clamour and importu- 
* of which ſome wonderful effects have been ſeen in this 
. the Turks, and the Jews too, would congratulate 
em upon their victory; and ſo would every determined 
Deiſt and Atheiſt in the nation. Yet, after all, none of 
them would worſhip that imagined inferior VO whom 
this author would perſuade you to worſhip. *' | 
I believe it alſo to be very true, that they would, as their 
advocate tells you, be very glad of your affifiance. And 1 
have been conſidering with myſelf in what form and manner 
your aſſiſtance can be adminiftered. They can hardly mean, 
that you ſhould aſſiſt them with the pen, and write books 
upon Reformation; for very few amongſt you are ſcholars 2 
nor with the tongue, for you are no orators. And I know 
not how you can aſſiſt them otherwiſe, except it he * 
fire and ſword, as the reformed Clergy were aſſiſts d i 
laſt century, when loyalty was malignity, and, epiſcopacy 


was anti-chriſtianity, and the moſt miſerable oppreſſion and 


ſlavery of two thirds of the people, was celebrated as 4 ſtate | 
of Chriſtian liberty to the prevailing party. _ 

We know but too well, that the Goſpel, with alt its doc- 
trines, is an inſupportable burden to thoſe who do not believe 
it: and ſo is the law of the land to thoſe who do not like to. 
be under the reſtraint of it. Some men are fond of liberty 


in one ſhape, and ſome in another. Some-think as they 


pleaſe 3 and others act as they pleaſe. This latter ſort of 
people, many of whom are groaning under the weight of poli- 
tical forms, would alſo de very glad of your aſſiſtance toward 
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amending the conſtitution, and reſtoring. gentlemen to that 


ſtate of freedom, in which they might follow their con- 


ſciences without any danger. And, perhaps, they would ; 
not object to your aſſiſtance as unwarrantable in the ſacred 


cauſe" of liberty, though you ſhould: accompliſh their pur- 


poſes by pulling the magiſtrate from his chair, the judge 
from his bench, the two 'houſes of parliament from their 


ſeats, and the King from his throne, +. 
Theſe are the proſpects I have before my nyo [hams I 
hear Deiſts and Socinians haranguing the public upon the 


ſubjects of Conſcience and Impoſition : which prgſpeg 4 


having been once realized in this Church and Kingdom, 
cannot be deemed altogether chimerical. Such popular ita» 
ſonings as I have now been contending with, have alrewy 
produced the moſt fatal conſequences, to the triumph ofthe 
Papiſts, and the ſcandal of the Reformation: they have de- 
ceived you once: and unleſs you are upon your guard, they 
will deceive you again: and the Iaſt error ſhall be warſe than 
the firſt ; worſe in itſelf, and worſe in its conſequences. It 
pleaſed God to deliver the Church from its. captivity under 


the Puritans, and the people from their infatuation : but if 


experiments, when they have been tried, leave us no wiſer, | 


or, perhaps, not fo wiſe as they found us, it is much to be 
- queſtioned whether we ſhall again meet with the like indul- 
5 at leaſt, it will? e ſafelt always to bear in mind that 

courſe of divine Providence in a ſimilar inſtance, propoſed 
as a warning to all Chriftians by the apoſtle. St. Jude, How 
that the Lords having ſaved the people out of the land of P's 
afterwards deftrayed them that believed not. 

Thoſe authors who would ſtir you up to ſeditious cotidas, 
make you ſo many fair ſpeeches, and lay claim to ſo much 


candor and charity, that you may eaſily miſtake them for 


your' beſt friends. But I muſt now leave you to judge for 
yourſelves, whether a writer, who lies ſculking in the dark, 
under a nameleſs title-page, can really love you better than 
one who is not afraid to ſubſcribe his name at length to 
what he has written, and is expoſing himſelf ſor your ſakes 
to be reviled and perſecuted i in * monthly publications of 
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